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The 2014 Snowbird Reunion in Tampa,

Florida, hosted by the Gulf Coast Chapter of
the 101t Airborne Division Association was
The Gulf

(in my opinion) a great success.
Coast Chapter members went all out to see
that those of us from the northern climes were
accommodated in every way possible.

Brigade (S) veterans.

I appreciate those who renew sending
more than the $30.00 renewal fee to help the
cause. You can be of further help by listing
what the extra dollars are to be used for. The

extra is a big help right now because renewals |

are down. Please be as prompt as possible with

renewal payments so that magazines do not .

need to be sent by First Class mail.

Planning for the 50" anniversary of the
brigade landing in Viet Nam is progressing.

Registration and Hotel reservation material

will be published in the July issue. I believe
we have the best hotel and will have the best
program for the 29" of July 2015, possible.
Because the one day First Brigade Reunion
will be on Wednesday in conjunction with the
101 Airborne Division Association Reunion I

believe we will have the best financial deals

possible and those of us who wish to attend

both reunions can do so without excessive '

travel.

The Battle of An Phu story by Larry

Redmond COL (Ret) 2/327 A 5/67-2/68,
occurred after the brigade was no longer a
separate unit and was published because I
believe most of those involved served in the

Many
of the chapter leaders and workers are First

,,,,,,,,

separate brigade. DN

This magazine is produced by and for veterans of the ALWAYS
FIRST BRIGADE who served in the bngade from July 1965
through January 1968. The publication will chronicle the
military history and accomplishments of veterans who served,

as well as umts that were asmgned attached or supported the;
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- Randolph Worrell, 2/502 C 6/67-6/68, and MAJ (R) Ivan Worrell,

INFO OFF 5/66-5/67, at the Tampa Snowbird Reunion at
Starbucks discussing genealogy.

The 2014 Cobra Company Reunion dates will be
June 20th & 21st, 2014. For more information
contact James W. Hunt, P.O. Box 1398, Crossville,
TN 38557.
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“You don't feel no pain, baby. ¥ou gonna be all right
"Ain’t Nobody Been
Walking This Trail
But Charlie Cong’

By Ward Just
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‘Ain’t Nobody Been
Walking This Trail
But Charlie Cong’

- By Ward Just

Photo by Frank Johnston

“You don’t feel no pain, baby. You gonria be all right . ..”

“I can’t breathe. I am going home. I
am going to be OK.” These were the
last words of Pfc. Richard Garcia, dy-
ing in ‘a tangled Jungle undergrowth

“In Kontum provmce in_ Vietnam.

ambush by North Vietnames =

Garcia died at dusk on June
lieved killed by firing from his own
lines. It was a bad omen.

There had been other things that
went wrong. Sgt. Pellum Bryant, 32,
an Army career man from Brooklyn,
N.Y., would say later that he knew
the Tigers were going to walk into it
and catch hell. There were signs every-
where, and the signs were terrible.
The Tigers were lifted by helicopter

. into a high stand of elephant grass in

the late afternoon of June 7. They
were the spearhead element in pursuit
of North Vietnamese regulars who had
attacked an American artillery em-
placement the night before. There
were no intricate orders;  the Tiger
commander, Capt. Lewis Higinbotham,
a 26-year-old Vietnam veteran from
Houston, Tex., was to take the men
and move north.

“He’s a Good Killer”

This he did. The point man almost
immediately found a trail, and the 42
began to move through the jungle up-
wards into the highlands, 40 miles
north and west from the provincial
capital of Kontum. The trail was well-
traveled, and there were fresh foot-
prints. “Ain’t nobody been walking
this trail but Charlie Cong,” said the
point man.

‘Elite units like the Tiger Force are
always eager to find the enemy. Their
business is killing. “You’ll like Higin-
botham,” the lieutenant colonel com-
manding the battalion had said. “He’s
a good Kkiller.” But on this mission the
signs were too obvious, the indices too
blunt.

The Americans fell on one deserted
base camp after another, each camp
larger than the last. Two hundred
yards from touchdown in the elephant
grass, there were two small huts; 200
vards beyond them, three more; a
quarter mile beyond that, a squad-
sized complex.

Then, at 7 p.m., the Tigers stopped
for a rest, the VC guerrilla blundered
into their midst, and Garcia was killed.

When Higinbotham reported the kill-
in-action to battalion headquarters—
“We've got a KIA”—the G-2 laconically
warned him to watch for more. “Maybe
a battalion more,” the G-2 said.

Higinbotham decided to stay where
he was that night. The men dug in on
either side of the trail. Higinbotham,
Capt. Chris Verlumis, a 27-year-old ca-
reer man from Oakland, Calif, who
had been in Vietnam barely one week,
and I holed up under a large bush.

We passed around a small flask of
Scotch with quiet laughter "about the
incongruity of whisky in_the middle
of the jungle in the middle of a war.

Half "the force stayed awake that
night listening for infiltrators. At 7
a.m. they appeared—the second omen.

There was a shout, a rattle of gun-
fire, and suddenly a sheepish private
stood before Higinbotham. There were
three Vietcong, armed, the private
said. They stumbled into the camp,
looked at the GIs, and fled. The GIs,
equally startled, had time for only
half a dozen rounds, but by then the
three had scampered across a small
stream into the bush. Higinbotham
shook his head. “Hell, they probably
spent the night with us,” he said.

There had been hope that the Tigers’
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presence on enemy soil would be un-

detected. Now, with the escape of the

three VC, Higinbotham would con-

tinue to move carefully, but security

had to be considered compromxsed

- By 10 am., ngmbotham had found
ﬁ;gqlng one large enough ior a

ared tp )mave out. But
ed ‘up an

who wandered around Kontum prov-
ince unarmed ought to have his head,
examined, and besides, it was a fair
trade for the drink of whisky the night
before. :

So I took the .45 and Verlumis
shouldered his M-16 and we moved
out. I never fired the .45 and Verlumis
was dead before dusk. The whisky was
drunk by the 10 Tigers who escaped
the ambush that was now two hours
away.

The trail wound into,deeper jungle,
with base camp following base camp.
Higinbotham decided by 1 p.m. that
his band had uncovered a staging
area capable of accommodating a regi-
ment. The jungle was utterly silent,
the only movement an occasional ex-

" quisitely colored butterfly.

In nearly two years in the Mekong
Delta, far to the South, Lew Higinbot-
ham had acquired a passable knowl-
edge of Vietnamese. When his point
man found a small, arrow-shaped sign
saying “Anh ban di trang,” Higinbot-
ham translated it, “Friends go
straight.” The sign pointed down a
trail which led to a ridge line; it was
obviously an enemy message.

Higinbotham deployed his main force
in a clearing and sent patrols in two
directions where the trail forked. The
first, under Sgt. Pellum Bryant, almost
immediately saw three enemy scldiers
in the khaki uniforms of the North
Vietnamese army. They killed two with
small-arms fire and hand grenades and
swiftly returned to Higinbotham’s com-
mand post.

Higinbotham’s radio crackled almost
simultaneously with the sound of fir-
ing from the other fork. The second
patrol was pinned down and needed re-
inforcements.

Strung out in a long, thin line, the
Tigers moved up the trail to the ridge
line—slowly, carefully, radios silent,
safeties off. At the ridge line, another
six-man patrol went forward to learn
the American casualties and estimate
the strength of the enemy.

They reported back that the enemy
force had apparently moved out. Hig-
inbotham nodded, and the line moved
down the side of the hill, down the
two-foot-wide trail that wound into the
tiny cleft between the two hills. It then
curled up the next hill.

A Stateside Wound

Edgy — edgy enough that a man
snarled if you stepped on his heel —
the platoon moved down. There was a
wounded GI in the crotch of the tiny
valley. He had been shot through the
neck beside a cache of enemy rockets
and grenades. A half-dozen men went
down to get him, past the body of an
enemy soldier whose head had been
blown off in.the firing 10 minutes be-
fore.

“You don’t feel no pain, baby,” the
medic said. “You gonna be all right,
baby, you gonna see that girl.” While
he talked, he wrapped a bandage
around his comrade’s neck. Another
medic stuck a plasma needle in the
wounded man’s right arm.

“] knew it,” the wounded man said.
“1 knew that my chip was cashed in.”

“We gonna get the medevace,” the
medic said.

“Well he better be there when I
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= 1972 Pulitzer Prize Photo by David Kennerly, United Press Internationsl

Patrolling a devastated hill near Firebase Gladiator: The American equalizers were air and artillery.
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get there.” Then, “You think I got a
stateside wound?”

The wounded man, Pfc. Frank Wills

of Miami, was at the base of a 45-de-
gree incline. But the medics called for
a litter, and four men struggled and
worried him to the trail which led
down from the ridge line.

It was very quiet.. The " Americans
weren’t talking, but Wills had become
half-delirious with pain and fear. He
asked why his stomach hurt so much.

Then he told the medic that he had
$100 R and R money in his pocket.-

Take it and hold it for me,” he said.

But' the medic wasn’t listening. No
one was. Higinbotham was worrying
about Wills and  whether a landing
zone could be carved out of the jungle.

It was 2:30 p.m. when the first gren-
ade crashed down from the ridge line.
It went wide with a thump. Then
thump! Again, closer.

In the first 15 minutes, three Amer-
icans died, six fell wounded. The firing
came from three sides, hitting them
at three positions on the trail. Higin-
botham, at his command post midway
down the trail, knew the danger of the
situation before anyone else. He called
battalion headquarters and regquested
artillery and air support.

No one knew then, and no one knows
now, how many North Vietnamese
there were. They did not have mor-
tars, so the unit was probably com-
pany-sized or smaller. But they had
grenades and small arms and plenty
of ammunition, and they fought fro:
concealed positions. They had the ad-
vantage of surprise.

In Vietnam, though, however many
advantages the enemy has, the Ameri-
cans always seem to have more. The
equalizers are air and artillery. Higin-
botham coolly ploted his location, then
called in artillery.

The shells fell in a wide semi-circle
just beyond the American positions,
_but close. One fist-sized piece of Amer-
ican shrapnel landed two yards from
Higinbotham. While the shells were

WARD JUST, an acclaimed novelist and short story writer,
Ward Just began his career as a reporter, first for the Waukegan
(I1.) News-Sun, then Newsweek and later The Washington Post.
As the Vietnam correspondent for The Washington Post, Just
earned a reputation for fearlessness, venturing far into the field
to report the war firsthand. Badly wounded during one of these
missions, Just refused to be airlifted out until all the enlisted
men who had been similarly wounded were taken to safety.
This incident is portrayed in Michael Herr’s book, Dispatches
and in Just’s own critically acclaimed memoir of the Vietnam

War, To What End?

landing, preventing the enemy from
overrunning posmons Tlgers were
dying; a half-dozen in the flrst 90 min-
utes, four in the five succeeding hours
of what official briefers described .as
“heavy contact.”

In the command post, enemy rifle
fire ‘was hitting about two: feet high.
Higinbotham was superbly cool, talk-
ing quietly and easily into the field
telephone which was the only link to
possible safety. As long as the artillery
held out, the Communists could not
advance, but the fire and the grenades
came closer.

By 4 p.m., the situation was almost

lost. The Americans had been pushed’

back into a tiny perimeter; with Higin-
botham and the radio as its nucleus.

_Verlumis was dead. Sgt. Bryant was

the only unwounded man of his eight-
man squad.

A mile away there were American
reinforcements, a full company. But
could Charlie Company get ‘to the
ridge in time? 3

“Well, you've got to try it,” Higin-
botham said over the radio. For the
first time his voice cracked and you
saw a 26-year-old advertising account
executive or civil servant or depart-
ment store clerk, not a captain in the
United States Army. “If you don’t get
up here we're all going to be dead. If
you don’t get up here soon, I'm gonna
melt.”

There was another crackling over
the radio and, barely audible, but pre-

cisely as he was reading from a piece,

of paper, Higinbotham said: “Dear
God, please help me save these men’s
lives.”

It got worse after that.

The sniper fire came closer, along
with the friendly artillery. A wounded
infantryman, his voice loud as a bull-
horn, was calling from the left flank:
“You've got to get me out of here.” He
repeated it again and again and again.
Then he screamed, and was silent.

The Americans were pushed back
into an area half the size of the White

House lawn, and at the worst of the
firing the tiny group in Higinbotham’s
CP heard over the rise of a small hill:
“Tigers, Tigers.”

No one answered. Had the enemy
penetrated the perimeter, or what was
left of it? I was grateful now for the
.45 ‘and thought of identifying ques-

tions to ask. Who managed the New .

York Yankees? Was Marilyn Monroe
dead or alive? But then a voice said
“Christ, don’t shoot” and a sweat-
drenched head appeared over the ra-
vine. The head belonged to an Ameri-
can. :

No Way to Stop Them

There were now seven men in the
CP and a 360-degree defense. Pfc. Sam
Washburn of Indianapolis, Ind., made
a dive into the CP and told Higinboth-
am: “I got two Charlies and the Cap-
tain got one. The Captain’s dead. We
were firing from the trail and I looked
over and asked him how his ammo was
and he was dead.” Higinbotham said
nothing and continued to talk the ar-
tillery in.

The cries of the American wounded
were getting louder as the men pulled
back into a tighter circle. There was
no firing from the command post be-
cause no enemy could be seen.

But then came the grenades. They
were coming closer, just off the mark.
That was when the awful fear set in.
It was the fear of sudden realization
that the North Vietnamese were lob-
bing grenades and there was no way
to stop them.

In Vietnam, if you are 30 years old,
you feel an old man among youngsters.
I was thinking about being 30 among
youngsters when Pfc. Washburn leaned
over and very quietly, very precisely,
whispered “grenade.” Then he gave me
a push. I don’t remember the push,
only a flash and a furious burst of
fire. The grenade had landed a yard
away and was the closest the North
Vietnamese were {o come overrunning
the CP.

Now the enemy was closing, but so

The First Screaming Eagles in Viet Nam

was Charlie Company. Air was now.
available and 500-pound bombs and .30
calibre machine guns ripped the thick'’
jungle. The wounded men lay scat-’
tered in pockets of violence near the
CP. They worried about both Ameri-;;
can bombs and VC grenades and small-
arms fire, both coming steadily closer. -

Charlie Company, moving up from:.
the rear, could. hear the bombs but -
could not see the trapped platoon. On-.
a signal from Higinbotham, who was,
in continual radio contact with Char-
lie, the Tigers began to yell and-
scream, great banshee whoops to guide |
Charlie Company to the ridge line:
They arrived in tears and handshakes..

And whisky. The battered flask, a
tartan-covered bottle more suitable for -
the Yale Bowl than Kontum Province, .
was passed around, the 10 unwounded
Tigers and their comrades. <

Charlie Company relieved the ex-
hausted defenders, established their
own perimeter, and swept up the ridge.
behind a drumbeat of rifle fire. The
enemy had moved out, and the air and
the artillery strikes were temporarily .
halted.

Among the 'I‘1ger force, 19 wounded
were collected and medevac helicop-,
ters were brought in. There was no-.
landing zone, so they hovered at 100 ,
feet and sent down a T-bar to hoist the-
wounded to the chopper. Strobe lights.
from the chopper illuminated the area_
as arc lights illuminate a baseball sta- -
dium.

The first chopper took three wound-
ed. The men were strapped into the~
T-bar and. slowly lifted the 100 feet.,
You saw flashes of light and heard the -
crack and thwup of bullets and real-.
ized that the enemy, still entrerghs” °
on the ridge line, were shooting. They-
were shooting at you. .

Ward Just was seriously wounded
in the ambush. His story first ap-
peared in The Washington Post on..
July 17, 1966. A few days later he %
retumed to duty as the Post’s corres-.-
pondent in Vietnam.
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‘=g Editor’s Note: I was not able to attend the ceremony. All photos
ﬁ | were furnished by Jesse W. Myers, Jr., 2/327 C 6/67-6/68.
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THE BASTOGNE BRIGADE
101st Airborne Division (Air Assault)

Honors the New
Distinguished Members Of The 327th
Infantry Regiment

7 v

- Principals in the Distinguished Member of the Regiment

Ceremony are (L to R) Honorary Sergeant Major of the 327

= [nfantry Regiment, *CSM (R) Joseph M. Bossi, 2/327 HHC 6/66-

- 7/67; Honorary Colonel of the 327" Infantry Regiment +LTC (R)

Louis M. McDonald, 2/327 B 5/66-10/66; Brigade Command

Sergeant Major Craig A. Copridge and Brigade Commander,
- Colonel Joseph P. McGee.

9 October 2013
Fort Campbell, Kentucky

A <
"
Y \

Colonl Joseph P. McGee & 1LT Stephen Patterson

**Stephen Patterson is a 1966 Bucknell University graduate with
a bachelor’s degree in Economics and was commissioned as 2"
Lieutenant in the Infantry. After he commissioned, he completed the
Infantry Officer Basic Course, Ranger School and Parachutist School.

" J ‘\ A =
Y g U=
o . £ .-

Colonel Joseph P. McGee & SPC John Nowlin

In August 1967, Patterson served in the Republic of Korea as a

Reconnaissance Platoon Leader operating along the DMZ and was **John Garrett Nowlin is a native of Roscommon, Missouri. He
attached to the 2d Infantry Division. Patterson was assigned to A €@ attended Basic Training and AIT training at Fort Gordon, Georgia.
1/327 101 Airborne Division in January 1968 as a rifle Platoon | After attending jump school at Fort Benning, Georgia, Nowlin
Leader. He was awarded the Silver Star Medal for his heroic actionsin =~ was assigned to C 1/327 101* Airborne Division.

the Republic of Vietnam in March of 1968 where he assaulted into an ,

ambush to take the pressure off the rest of the company. Patterson was ) In May of 1965, SPC Nowlin deployed with C 1/327 101*
regarded by the men he commanded as the best and most courageous = Airborne Division as one of 1 Brigade’s Boat people. He served
Platoon Leader they had during their tour of duty. " his time in Vietnam as a combat RTO until July of 1966.
Patterson’s military awards and decorations include the Silver Star, m  After returning to his civilian life, Nowlin became an ordained
Bronze Star for Meritorious Service, the Army Commendation Medal - minister and decided to serve the 327" Regiment ministering to
with “V”* Device for Valor (1* Oak Leaf Cluster), the Purple Heart (1" =™ veterans and their families. He also co-founded the Cobra Lake
OLC), Air Medal, Vietnam Service Medal with One Silver Service &= Reunion promoting fellowship amongst 327" Regiment. Every
Star, Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device, Republic g year since its founding, he has been a vital part of the success of
of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm Unit Citation, Republic of = = the event.

Vietnam Civic Actions Honor Medal First Class Unit Citation, Armed S

Forces Expeditionary Medal, Korea Defense Service Medal, Combat @ Nowlin’s awards and decorations include Combat Infantry Badge,
Infantry Badge, Parachutist Badge, Ranger Tab, Expert Marksmanship | Parachute Badge, Vietnam Service Medal, RVN Commendation
Qualification Badge with Rifle (M-14), and three Overseas Bars. . Medal, National Defense Medal and a Purple Heart.
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Colonel Joseph P. McGee & MAJ (R) Jessie Myers

+Jesse Willard Myers, Jr., is a 1963 North Carolina State
University graduate with a bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering
and commissioned as a 2LT from the ROTC program. He attended
the Infantry Officer Basic Course and Airborne School and was
later assigned to the Seventh Infantry Division in South Korea.
Myers spent a year working at the battalion level before being
selected to be a Recon Platoon Leader.

In 1964 Myers was assigned to Fort Campbell, KY where he
served as the Executive Officer and Commander of the Division
Headquarters Company of the 101* Airborne. In June 1967, he
deployed to the Republic of Vietnam and was assigned to the
2-327" Infantry Battalion, 1% Brigade, 101% Airborne Division.
He served as an assistant Battalion S3 Operations Officer and
Commander of Company C. In the late summer of 1969, Myers
deployed again to the Republic of Vietnam and served as an
Advisor to the 6" ARVN Airborne Battalion. His innovative use
of 8 inch artillery and the narrative he wrote concerning actions at
the Battle of Medevac Meadow in Cambodia appears in the U. S.
Army Center of Military History book, Dust-Off-

Myers served with the 82" Airborne Division from 1970 to 1972
as the S3, 1-505 Infantry Division G3 Operations Officer and as
the Deputy G3. In late 1972, he attended the U.S. Army Command
and General Staff Officer Course at Fort Leavenworth, KS. His
last assignment in the military was as the Assistant Professor of
Military Science at Davidson College, NC. He was medically
retired from the U. S. Army with a service connected disability
in June 1976.

Following his military service, Mr. Myers began a successful
career as a bank branch manager for Carolina First National
Bank based in Lincolnton, NC. He later joined the Corporation’s
headquarters in Charlotte, NC and eventually rose to the rank
of Senior Vice President before retiring from the firm. He was
awarded a “crystal hand grenade” for his role in helping the bank
expand into what is presently the Bank of America.

Myers’ other assignments include 2d BN, 17" Infantry, South
Korea; Headquarters Company 101 Airborne Division, Ft
Campbell, KY; Team 162 (Airborne) MACYV, 1** BN 505" Infantry,
Ft Bragg, NC; Headquarters Company 82d Airborne Division,
Ft Bragg, NC; US Army CGSC College, Ft Leavenworth, KS;
Davidson College ROTC Department.

His awards and decorations are the Silver Star, Purple Heart,
five (5) Bronze Stars with “V” Device, the Army Commendation
Medal, the Army Commendation with “V” Device, nine (9) Air
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Sent to Ivan Worrell by + TIM SWAIN,

HHC S-2 65

From: National Ranger Memorial

Foundation (rangermemorial@gmail.com)

Sent: Sunday, December 29, 2013 12:13 AM
To: timswain@peorialaw.com

Subject: Anet 465 - The Ranger Creed and what it
means to me by retired COL Ralph Puckett.

Editor’s Note: + COL (R) RALPH PUCKETT, 2/502
CO 7/67-3/68, was a B Team Leader, in the 10"
Special Forces Group, in Germany, when I was an
A Team Leader. He was later assigned as Group S-2
and I became his Assistant S-2. When his tour ended
I was his replacement.

Medals, two (2) Air Medals with “V” Device, Meritorious Service
Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, National Defense Service Medal,
two (2) Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry, Vietnamese Honor Medal,
Vietnamese Campaign Medal, Combat Infantry Badge, Master
Parachutist Badge, Vietnamese Parachutist Badge and Pathfinder
Badge.

Myers is currently retired.
+ = Subscriber, * = Dropped Subscriber, ** = Never Subscribed

Viet'Nam
< July 1965 - Jan. 1968

This four (4) inch diameter round decal is
manufactured so that it may be used both
inside and outside. The patch is full color.
Price is $2.50 each postpaid. See order
form on page 35.

FIRST BRIGADE (S) CHALLENGE COIN

This challenge coin is a beautiful example of taking a great
design and having skilled artists produce a coin that any unit
would be proud of. Designed by Roger M. John [1/327 C 7/67-
12/68] for the 9th Biennial 1st Brigade (S) Reunion in Phoenix,
Arizona in September of 2004, it is appropriate for any use or
time because it is not identified with that reunion.

See order form on page 35
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: It was 25 November1950.
The Ranger Creed and what it means to me The:day was ok, brisk, trigh,

by retired COL Ralph Puckett beautiful. We (the Eighth Army
m 12-24-13, No.2 Ranger Company) were in North

Korea about 40 miles south of the
Yalu. We were one of two assault elements for Task Force Dolvin, the 89" Tank Battalion. The Task
Force was the lead element of the 25 Infantry Division. The ‘end the war - have the boys home by

—  Christmas’ that General MacArthur had promised the President at their meeting on Wake Island early
in October had commenced 24 November, Thanksgiving Day.

The company consisting of three officers and 74 enlisted men was activated 25 August 1950 exactly two months
after the Korean War began. Although | was only a second lieutenant having just graduated from the basic course and
jump school without a single day of troop duty, | was selected to be the company commander. The other two officers
were classmates and as inexperienced as |. The enlisted soldiers were service troops. Good soldiers but not Infantry.
There were two sergeants, 22 corporals, and the rest privates. Obviously no experienced leadership. If there was ever
a group of soldiers who looked as if they were slated to become a failure, we were it. Within the next three months this
small band of soldiers would live the Ranger Creed ... although it would not be written until more than 20 years
later. That Creed tells Rangers of today what they are and what is expected of them. They led the way.

Recognizing that | volunteered as a Ranger, fully knowing the hazards of my chosen profession ...

Each prospective volunteer was informed that he was being asked if he wanted to “volunteer for an extremely
dangerous mission behind enemy lines.”

Acknowledging that a Ranger is a more elite soldier who arrives at the cutting edge of battle ...my country
expects me to move further, faster and fight harder than any other soldier. The training program began with a
vision of what the company would become. This vision was expressed by four training objectives. These were 1. Each
Ranger would be physically fit; he would be in the best physical condition of his life. 2. Each Ranger would be trained
until he was highly qualified in the tactics and techniques of the individual soldier (TTIS.) 3. Each subordinate team
and the company as a whole would be trained until it became a highly competent combat fighting team. 4. Each Ranger
would have the confidence in himself that caused him to believe that he, his leaders, and his company as a whole was
the best combat unit that America could produce.

Never shall | fail my comrades. | will always keep myself mentally alert, physically strong and morally
straight and | will shoulder more than my share of the task whatever it may be one-hundred-percent and then
some. The fast-paced sometimes-hazardous training required the Ranger to keep his mind focused on what he and
his comrades were doing. The daily PT regimen led by the officers who set the example pushed the Ranger to his limit.
Moral lapses were not tolerated. To accomplish his individual requirement and that of his team extracted from the
Ranger all the capability he had — and then some.

Gallantly will | show the world ... No need for the Ranger to brag. His performance spoke louder than any words.
He was the quintessential “quiet professional.”

Energetically will | meet the enemies of my country. | shall defeat them on the field of battle because | am
better trained and will fight with all my might. Surrender is not a Ranger word. | will never leave a fallen
comrade to fall into the hands of the enemy and under no circumstances will | ever embarrass my country.

Readily will | display the intestinal fortitude to fight on to the Ranger objective and complete the mission
though I be the lone survivor. The fifth and sixth paragraphs of the Ranger Creed synthesize what being a Ranger is
all about. My Rangers made me proud. They never quit. They fought on until overcome by vastly superior forces.

Of the 51 who had begun the battle for Hill 205, there were only 21 Rangers present for duty when the battle was over.
| had been rescued under fire and dragged to safety by Rangers PFC Billy G. Walls and PFC David L. Pollock. Other
Rangers owed their survival to comrades who risked their own safety for their fellow Rangers. | had failed to train

my Rangers sufficiently that they would be able to rescue or recover all who were unable to save themselves.

| am responsible.

In the subsequent 63 years since the Battle for Hill 205, | have gone over the details time and time again, always
asking the same questions. What should | have done? What training could we have crammed into the six weeks
program that would have prepared us better? How can | do better the next time? | never have arrived at specific,
satisfactory answers. | was never satisfied during the training. Though | praised my Rangers profusely, | always felt
that we could do better.

Another question that keeps returning? Why me? Why did | survive and others did not? There have been other
times both in combat and in peace when | would ask myself ... “Why me?”

| can never justify my good fortune. | can only be thankful and try to live in such a way to deserve what | have
received.

Being a Ranger is my most important accomplishment. It colors and affects everything | do. There is a never
ending something inside of me that says, “l am a U.S. Army Ranger. | must never give up. | can always do better.”
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WINKNOWN

Reflections of a Combat Tour

 FIRST SERGEANT

GQLEN G. MITCHELL

USA (Ret.)

+ Galen G. Mitchell (1/327 A 6/65-5/66) joined the
U.S. Army at the age of 17 and completed a 20 year
career before retiring as a First Sergeant.

He received numerous military awards including; a
Bronze Star for Valor, Bronze Star for Meritorious
Service, Purple Heart, Meritorious Service Medal, 3
Army Commendation Medals, Combat Infantryman’s
Badge, Drill Sergeant Badge, Master Parachutist
Wings, plus several other awards.

Upon retiring from the military he embarked on a
second career as a Correctional Supervisor for the
Department of Corrections in the State of New Jersey.

As a new author he brings to his book compelling
personal experiences of combat. “Fate Unknown” is
a memoir of his journey to Vietnam with the 101st
Airborne Division and his comrades in arms.

Galen is a life member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars,
Disabled American Veterans, The Military Order of
Purple Heart and an American Legion member. He
enjoys helping and supporting other Veterans.
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Category: Non-fiction, Autobiography, Vietnam, Military; History, Combat

Many of you have seen movie versions of war, but have you
ever asked yourself what it was really like to be a fighting
soldier in the Vietnam War? In Fate Unknown, the author,
a member of the famed 101st Airborne Division takes the
readers to the battlefield, with boots on the ground, as he
candidly shares many of his personal experiences of his 1966
tour. He also reveals insightful accounts from fellow sol-
diers of different ranks, as they saw and lived through it.
Situations and battles come into sharp focus through the
eyes and ears of those whose lives were changed forever by
their tour in Vietnam. This is a compelling, insightful and
nonfictional account of a combat tour.

So lace up your jungle boots and live the battle as experi-
enced by an airborne infantry unit during the Vietnam War.
You will gain a true understanding of combat and probably
change your outlook of war.

$19.95

ISBN: 978-0-98L0518-0-7
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Published by:

Labuela Enterprises, LLC

Galen G. Mitchell (1/32 7A 6/65-5/66)

Galen lives in The
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Albert “Josh” Lucas
1/327 ABU 7/66-7/67
October 31, 2013

OBITUARIES

A note was received from
Donneta Lucas, wife of Josh,
that he passed away on October

enjoyed looking at the magazine.
After requesting an obituary
from Mrs. Lucas, the following
was received. The only obituary
that was in our local newspaper
was a public notification that he
had passed away and that there
would be a grave site ceremony. There was a military ceremony
and a priest. Since moving to Iowa from California nine years ago,
his health was not all that great and he was a very private person.
(He didn’t want a big deal.) We were married for over 37 years
and he never talked about the war or Vietnam. I know it bothered
him and was in PTSD groups and on medications because of it.
I’ve been going through some of his stuft and found something
I wanted to share. (See the Award of the Army Commendation
Medal for Heroism awarded Albert J. Lucas at the end of the
obituary section.)

Condolences may be sent to Mrs. Lucas at 810 S. Jackson Ave.,
Mason City, A 50401-4917.

LEPALTMENT (F THE ARMY

HE/.DQUARTEKS 1ST ERIGADE 101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION

APO San Francisco 96347

GENERAL ORDER 9 Jun 1967
NUMBER 1023

[MIRD OF THE [(RMY COMMEND,TION MEDAL FOR HEROTSM
1, TC 320. The following AWARD is announced.

LU BERT J. RA19873785 SPECIALIST FOULR B4 USA
Co A, lst Bu, 327th Inf, lst Bde, 10lst Atn Div, APO 96347

Awarded: jxmy.Commendation,Medal with "V" Device

Date action: 7 May 1967

Theater: Republic of Viet Nam o

Reason: For heroism in connection with military operations against a hostile
force: Bpecialist Lucas distinguiched himself by exceptionally
valorous actions on 7 May 1967 in the Republic of Viet Nam. The
weapons platoon, after making a heliborne assault, received heavy
automatic weapons fire from a tree line cne hundred meters from the
landing zone, Specialist Lucas immediately returned the fire. A
quick visual search of the area indicated the direction that the.
fire was coming from. Realizing the element might be pinned down for
some time, Specialist Lucas left the safety of his position to ma-
neuver on the enemy position -With complete disregard for his own °
safety, he continually exposed himself to the heavy automatic weapona
fire, Later along with a squad he participated in the final assault
and was successful in routing the enemy troops. Specialist Lucas'
devotion to duty|and personal courage were in keeping with the high-
est traditions of the military service, and reflect great credit upon
himself, his unit, and the United States Army.

Authority: By girection of the Secrstary of the Army under the provisions of

AR 672-5-1.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

OFFIGIAL: i
(L0 pore

DAVID A. KORPO!
CPT, AGC
Assistant AG

E. M. STRONG -
MAJ, AGC
Adjutent General

DISTRIBUTION:
A

SPECIAL DISTRIBUTION:
1 ~ HQ USALV ATTN: AVAGP-D
1 - TIGO ATTN: AGPE-F
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31, 2013. She also said that he |

Ist Brigade (Separate) Viet Nam

! LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The First SCREAMING EAGLES in Viet Nam
P.O. Box 675
Sweetwater, TN 37874-0675

1015t Airborne Division

ameraroers  lalldwdloldad sl biblod o il

U.S. POSTAL SERVICE

+ MAJ(R) BURRWOOD YOST, 2/502 C LRRP 12/65-7/67,
1012A Natures Walk Dr., Fernandina Bch, FL 32034-4608 sent
the following with his subscription renewal. Enclosed is a check
to renew my subscription for “The First Screaming Eagles in
Viet Nam.” I’ve enclosed a little extra to help defray the cost of
postage. I read with interest the RTO Poem by “Gunslinger” in
the October 2013 issue. After COL Dietrich retired he resided in
Clemson, SC. He did not retire to Traverse City, MI. I had the
good fortune to visit him and his wife at their home in Clemson
before he passed away in 1997. I’ve enclosed a photograph of the
DSC Award Ceremony for COL Dietrich and myself.

Editor’s Note: Please note that the photo is signed by Frank
Dietrich who was the CO of 2/502 and that General Westmorland
is wearing the Ninth Infantry Division patch (from WWII) on
his right shoulder.

* + THOMAS KINANE, 1/327 C 4/67-12/68, 646 Wimbledon

Ct., Eugene, OR 97401-1781 along with his subscription renewal
wrote: Congratulations on the fine work — and best of luck on the

history book.
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+ ROBERT B. BROWN, 326 ENGR A 7/65-7/66, 340 Ridgeway
Circle, Troutville, VA 24175-5820, work (540) 330-4561 home
(540) 992-3313 sent the following note with his subscription
renewal. [ was on a mission with C 2/327" INF. I was one of a
two-man demo team. There were explosives set in a hooch that
had not exploded. Chopping a hole through it large enough, I went
in and placed a charge of C-4. There was a bundle of five sticks of
dynamite next to a can of either gas or kerosene. I was expecting it
to go off any second, but it didn’t. I set my charge off and it looked
like a young A bomb. The Lieutenant said he was putting me in for
the Bronze Star, I never received it. What do you think?

Editor’s Note: The Platoon Leader should have followed through.

+ GARY BILLS, 2/327 A 10/66-10/67, 1119 N. Spring Valley Dr.,
Washington, UT 84780-2391, (435) 251-9353 sent the following
with his subscription renewal. Keep up the good work. You are
appreciated. Please send out a big hello to all my brothers from A
Company, 2/327". My heart soars with all eagles. Airborne!

+ LTC(R) FRANKLIN “LIN” HASKINS, HHC 6/66-6/67,
4601 Gilling Ct., Virginia Beach, VA 23464-5829 wrote: Another
great issue of “The Always First Brigade.” Just want to say thanks
for all you do. Many memories come back. [ remember using the
Australian shower bucket, shown on page 19 of the January 2014
issue. We left five (5) gallon water cans out in the sun all day and
always had a hot shower.

Hope to see you in 2015.
Here’s a little extra for postage (along with his subscription renewal).

Airborne all the way.
Lin Haskins, Brigade Chemical Officer “Bugs & Gas”

+ LT GEN(R) DONALD E. ROSENBLUM, 2/327 HQ CO
6/66-6/67, 32 E. Bull St., Savannah, GA 31401-2665, work (912)
658-6718 home (912) 232-1139 sent the following note with his
subscription renewal.

Each time I receive your magazine it brings back memories of one
of my three great assignments in the U.S. Army.

After 33 years on active duty, the time in RVN with the 1/101 still
reminds me of how great the paratroopers of ours were.

It’s Airborne All The Way!
Best to you, D. E. Rosenblum (AKA Thunderball)

10

+ AL (THOMAS A.) BATEMAN, 2/502 HHC 9/66-10/67, 205

Walnut Ave., Hamlet, NC 28345, work (910) 205-1404 home

D)
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(910) 582-1081 wrote: Please re-up me for another year and use
the extra for whatever. Thanks for all of your hard work to keep
this alive.

+ WILLIAM V. LARSEN, 2/327 B ELT 65-7/66, 442 Otisco
Drive, Westfield, NJ 07090-2716, work (908) 233-5656 home
(908) 233-2217 sent the following: attached find my check to
cover my subscription to “The First Screaming Eagles in Viet
Nam” for the coming year beyond April 2014.

Please keep up the great work you do. It means a lot to all of us.

+ BELDON BAKER, JR., 2/17 CAV A 12/63-4/66, sent four
pictures with short captions.

First seven First Brigade (S), 101" Airborne Division soldier
killed in Viet Nam.
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Beldon Baker, Jr., taking a break.

The following message and photos were received from Dan Lenc
on behalf of his dad, + DONALD R. LENC, 2/320 FA HHB 6/67-
6/68, 5240 Windfall Rd., Medina, OH 44256-8750, cell (330)
410-4127.

Ivan,

I’'m sending some pictures along with a story of my hiking trip.
I thought it might be of interest to you and the 1st Brigade Vets.
On March 18th, 2013, I started my thru-hike of the Appalachian
Trail from Springer Mountain Georgia to Baxter Peak - Katahdin
- Maine, a distance of 2,185 miles. It took me 5-1/2 months total
time with my finish date being August 31, 2013. I think it goes to
show the Airborne spirit lives on in us at any age. I finished with
my trail name of “All the Way” at the age of 67 years old. Along
with all the normal hardships of the trail; rain, heat, cold and
bugs, I ran into 1-1/2 feet of snow through the Smoky Mountains
with night temperatures dropping to 7 & 8 degrees Fahrenheit.
During this time my shoes were frozen on my feet for two days,
and when [ was finally able to remove them, I found that I had
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" lost a toenail. After a few days my toe had become infected which

required a month of antibiotics to cure and caused much pain
hiking throughout that time. On the trail through Pennsylvania [
fell and injured my wrist, so I wrapped an ace bandage around it
and kept hiking. After finishing my journey and returning home,
I went to the VA hospital and found out that I had hiked the last
1,000 miles of the trail with two broken bones in my arm at the
wrist. Even with all of that, [ still had a good time! My re-up check
is in the mail (and was received).

Sincerely, Don

21 SEPT 67

9-21-67: Jerry Walls (left) and Don Lenc (right) taken in Chu Lai
- Jerry was KIA Oct 8th, 1967 with A/2/327th.

Oct 1967 - Don Lenc with rucksack leaving hill top in Chu Lai
after securing it for Arty Battery, Red Leg RTO with C/2/327th.
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Don Lenc on the Appalachian Trail:

The following was received from + JOHNNY VELASQUEZ (2/502
B VN 67-68).

I am sending you the photos you requested and a short history of
Larry Grathwohl (not in database).

The late Larry Grathwohl, HHC 2™ 502 went to Vietnam with the
First Brigade.

While in his career in Law Enforcement, Larry was able to
infiltrate the Weather Underground during the 60’s and early 70’s
and was able to identify those responsible for the bombings of
two police stations in San Francisco which caused the killing of
a Police Sergeant. After his retirement, a book was written about
these incidents by James Pera, a good friend of Larry’s who is
also a retired Police Sergeant in San Francisco and also a Vietnam
Veteran of the 101% Airborne Division 506",

The book is entitled “The Rampage of Ryan O’Hara.”

After the book was written, Larry and James appeared on radio
and TV around the country.

Johnny Velasquez presents an afghan from the 101" Airborne
Division to Larry’s daughter, Lindsey Grathwohl.
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Larry’s daughter, Lindsey Grathwohl receives a First Brigade
Coin from Johnny Velasquez.

8-31-2013 - Katahdin, Baxter Peak, Maine (North end point of the
Appalachian Trail - Finish)
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Eattle of An Phu

by + Larry Redmond Col (Ret)

REFERENCE the fight at An Phu on 6 Feb 68 that we
had a recent inquiry about on the 327th VN Regiment
web site. Having been the CO of A Company then I
would offer the following insights on that action.

We lost 12 troopers on 5/6 Feb. Lt Gerald Pelzman
was killed early in the day on the 5th and the other 11,
Lt Ed Kowski and ten of his troops, died in a second
major engagement early on the morning of the 6th of
February.

The 5th of Feb started with A Company being airlifted
to a cold LZ near Nha Be, south of Saigon/Cholon. We
searched Nha Be, an industrial and oil storage area, as
I remember with no contact. We were then directed to
move to An Phu; link up with the District US Army
Advisory Team there, and move north toward Saigon/
Cholon and block suspected enemy (mostly NVA)
reported to be evacuating the city.
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We moved to An Phu on Highway 1 and linked up with
the Advisory Team, then with a joint force of A Co and

- RF/PF moved toward Saigon. We moved about 1.5 K

when we had a meeting engagement with an enemy
force of unknown size. This developed into a pretty
good fight. We had several walking wounded but no

- KIA. Then LT Pelzman was hit in the chest with a 51

cal MG round while leading his platoon in an effort
to flank the enemy. By that time the bad guys had
unleashed mortars, 57 RR and 51 cal MGs on us. It was
obvious to me that we had met a fairly large force. We
broke contact with support from artillery, helicopter
gunships, etc. I don’t remember any fast movers but
there may have been some, in the distance behind the
area of engagement.

We were directed to pull back to An Phu and set up a
perimeter and hold. Battalion then inserted a second
company, B 2-327, to strengthen the position as the
intelligence now indicated a large force trying to move
from Cholon in the direction of An Phu. As the senior
captain I took charge of the perimeter. The company
CP set up with the An Phu Advisory Team.

Later, I was directed by one of the Assistant Division
Commanders to place a platoon with the RF/PF
element in a fort just south of town along the main road,
National Highway 1. Believe this was in response to
a request from the District Senior Advisor (but that is
a guess only on my part) who felt reinforcing the fort
was necessary. The fort was about 150 to 175 yards
outside the town but had a good commanding view
of the rice paddies around the village. I sent Lt Ed
Kowski’s platoon for several reasons: they were good;
he was a former SF enlisted man with a previous tour
in NAM and the most reliable LT I had. I had only
been in command a little over two weeks at this point
and the company was, and its personnel were, new to
me. I went with LT Kowski to the fort and got him
settled in along one edge of the perimeter. All seemed
OK at that point.

Throughout the evening there were periodic shots fired,
mostly outgoing. Then sometime around 0230 probing
began. A big firefight ensued near and around the fort.
Up to that point we had good radio contact with all
elements in and around An Phu throughout the evening.

- With this large scale fight we lost all contact with Lt

Kowski’s element. We moved the CP radio around the
area but could not re-establish contact. From the main

- street we could see flashes and explosions from around

The First Screaming Eagles in Viet Nam
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the fort. After about 20 minutes the RF/PF reported that
the fort was under heavy attack but holding. I then had
the Advisory Team ask for a check on my platoon and
to get them another radio if necessary. It was reported
that all was OK, the Americans were in the trench
fighting but that they could not be reached because the
center of the compound was under heavy small arms
and rocket fire.

We continued getting reports to this effect about every
fifteen minutes throughout the night. Firing at the fort
continued sporadically off and on for the next two
hours or so, as did incoming at various areas around
the village proper.

Then at about 0530 the radio crackled and a voice
stated that the NVA had broken in and were killing all
the Americans. Somehow they had lost radio contact
with the first assault and finally got a radio working.
I organized and led a relief element down the road by
moving in the paddies and we reached the fort just at
dawn. At that point they had eleven dead and 6 or 7
seriously wounded. I don’t believe there was a man
out of the approximately 25 in the platoon who did not
qualify for a PH.

There were several NVA bodies in the fort, one in the
block house where they apparently first penetrated the
fort and several more in the wire. Lots of blood trails
where other KIA or WIA had been dragged off. We
immediately began taking care of the wounded and
getting things sorted out. Shortly after that we began
getting more help from battalion.

Finally the other Assistant Division Commander, BG
Richard Allen flew in. He asked for a briefing. I told
him what I could from what I knew. He looked around
the compound, looked over at the village 150 yards
away and said. “Looks like this platoon saved the fort
and the village. If they had gotten this place they would
have come right in your back door. They obviously
weren’t expecting to find Americans here. Great job.
What award are you putting Lt Kowski in for?” or
words to that effect. Frankly, at that point, awards had
not even been a slight blip on my radar. I told him I
guess a SS. He responded, something to the effect that
possibly a DSC was called for. The BN XO was there
and heard that. Later we put LT Kowski in for a DSC
but I do not know what award he finally received.

We were pulled off the line along with B Company
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and replaced, I was later told, by a Brigade of the 9th
Infantry Division. I can’t vouch for that but the 9th folks
were coming in on the same choppers that we went out
on. When we were pulled out we were down to about
40 troops, several of whom were walking wounded.

We were flown to Bien Hoa, where we were filled up
with replacements and three days later sent north to
Phu Bai to assist the USMC at Hue. On 26 February
I had a mortar round land in my foxhole and I then
started a long journey home.

I do not have any official logs on what happened.
What I related above is my experience at An Phu
some 46 years ago. This recollection is reinforced by
conversations over the last 15 years with some of the
troops who also were there. Each of those men had
their own window on the battle.

I know one thing for sure, on my second tour with the
101st in 71 as a battalion S3, and later commanding a
battalion in the 82d Airborne, I was absolutely paranoid
about maintaining radio contact.

Hope all this helps answer the web site inquiry.
No Slack, Honor and Country!
Larry Redmond D]

Screaming Eagle $

Reprint of the December 1967 issue of THE SCREAMING EAGLE
magazine. The magazine covers First Brigade (S) history from July
1965 through December 1967. See page 35 for order form.

This white ceramic
11 ounce mug has the
FULL COLOR
FIRST BRIGADE (S)
logo on two sides.

$13.00 + $5.50 shipping through the
U.S. Postal Service a total of $18.50.

See order form on Page 35.
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Army Dropping Number Of Paratrooper Troops

Result Of Reconfiguration, Budget Cutting

FORT CAMPBELL, KY. — The legendary Pathfinders made in part because of reduced budgets and to reach

have taken their final jump and the Red Devils aren’t
too far behind.

The two paratrooper units — formally known as the 5th '§

Battalion, 101st Combat Aviation Brigade of the 101st
Airborne Division and the 508th Infantry Regiment —
are closing out long histories as a result of the U.S.
Army’s reconfiguration and budget cutting. Among the

changes being made is a reduction in the number of

parachute positions across the service.

“You have to make the best use of resources across the
Army to make sure we’re using tax dollars as best we |

can,” said Jim Hinnant, a former 1st Lieutenant and
paratrooper with the 82nd Airborne at Fort Bragg and
spokesman for U.S. Army Forces Command.

The military is capping parachute positions at 49,000

as part of the 2012 Defense Strategic Guidance, a

plan detailing the development of military forces

through 2020. The plan calls for some units, including

paratrooper units, to change their focus.

Lt. Col. Don Peters, the Team Chief for Operations,
Intelligence and Logistics with Army Public Affairs,
told The Associated Press the reductions are being

Fort Bragg, N.C.

- the mandated maximum number of paratrooper slots

of 49,000. Peters said 24 units accounting for 2,600
soldiers across the country were removed from jump
status. That includes 12 units with the 18th Airborne

. Corps and the 82nd Airborne at Fort Bragg, N.C.,

and the Company F (Pathfinder), 4th Battalion, 101st
Aviation Regiment, 159th Aviation Brigade at Fort
Campbell, Ky.

“However, paratroopers continue to train and maintain
readiness to execute airborne operations should a
mission arise and the impact on the reduction of paid

. parachute positions will not degrade the capability of
the Army,” Peters said.

The Army kept three standing pathfinder companies:

Company F (Pathfinder), S5th Battalion, 101st Aviation
Regiment, 101st Aviation Brigade, 101st Airborne
Division (Air Assault); and Company F (Pathfinder),
4th Battalion, 101st Aviation Regiment, 159th Aviation
Brigade, both at Fort Campbell, Ky. and Company F
(Pathfinder), 2nd Battalion, 82d Aviation Regiment at

b

PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE
1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division

REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

APO San Francisco 96347
AVBD-IO 1 Dec 66
MACOI ’
Rel. No. 12-1

By 1/Lt. John H. Hensely
“AIR DROP”

TUY HOA, VIETNAM (101st - I0) — With a recent torrent
of monsoon rains at the forward supply point of the 1st Brigade,
101st Airborne Division the dirt airstrip soon turned into a field of

mud preventing resupply of supplies and equipment.

The paratroopers then turned to Major John W. Rago of

Alexandria, Louisiana, the Assault Airlift Liaison Office of the 1

21st Troop Carrier Wing, requesting airdrop missions to be flown

April 2014

to the forward supply point located at Dong Tre Special Forces
Camp northwest of Tuy Hoa.

On four different days, 58 sorties of Air Force C-130 “Hercules”
flew missions over the area kicking out bundle after bundle of

supplies needed by the paratrooper combat elements.

Over 200 tons of supplies were dropped by the crews of the

= 374th, 345th and 463rd Troop Carrier Wings which were rigged
- by the 109th Rigger Detachment in Cam Rahn Bay and the 101st
#  Rigger Detachment at Nha Trang.

Ground Recovery teams consisted of Special Forces, Civilian
Irregular Defense Group (CIDG), local civilians and paratroopers
of the 101st.

“Even with the weather against us — low ceilings and poor

" visibility —,” states Major Rago, “the drop was very successful
? and accurate.”

v
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- This edition of THE DIPLOMAT AND WARRIOR, June 17, 1966,
was scanned from the archive copy at the Don F. Pratt Museum at Fort
Campbell, Kentucky.

FIRST BRIGADE SCRAPBOOK T
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Page 1, Capt Carpenter Calls Air Strike On His Own Position [the
three page one stories are by] **SGT Bob Barry, Bde HQ Info 66-
67; **LTG (R) William S. Carpenter, 2/502 C 66-67 and *W. Braden
Wesley, 2/502 HHC 9/65-7/66.
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The FIRST BRIGADE, 101st Airborne Division SCRAPBOOK was
compiled by Department of the Army ‘“For Fighting Men too Busy

to Keep Their Own!”

The SCRAPBOOK contains 105 8.5 x 11 inch pages and is three hole
punched ready to be secured in a regular three ring notebook. Great
care was taken to make copies that are true to the original.
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VIETNAM ODYSSEY, The

First Year is available for
ALWAYS FIRST BRIGADE
veterans.

The story of the first year of
action of the 1st Brigade in
Vietnam is filled with photos
of brigade activities written
accounts of all operations,
drawings by brigade artists,
statistics and
other interesting
personal and unit
material.

The book was

edited by ILT
Charles T
Apodaca.  The
writing and

layout was done [
by SGT Robert |
F. Barry with

sketches and artby SGT Robert
Finney and PFC Raymond
Brown. Photographs were by
SGT Bernardo Mangaboyat,
SP4 Richard Houghton, SP4
Oddvar Breiland and SGT
Jack Baird. PFC Robert
B. Gray furnished special
mechanical assistance. Frank
Faulkner and Steven Van
Meter, who served with the

brigade for the first six months
in Viet Nam, provided many
of the photographs.

VIETNAM ODYSSEY is a
108 page 8.5 by 11 inch format,
soft cover, with four pages of
color photos. The layout is
excellent, the photos, sketch
art and text were produced by
members of the Ist Brigade

who were part
of the history
{ that is recorded.
The manuscript
was completed

in Viet Nam and
sent to the 101st
Airborne Division
Association for
publication.

This third printing
of VIETNAM
ODYSSEY is now in short
supply and will probably
never be printed, in quantity,
again.

If you wish to obtain a copy
of VIETNAM ODYSSEY,
postpaid, send a check for
$15.00 to: The First Screaming
Eagles in Viet Nam, P.O. Box
675, Sweetwater, TN 37874.
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Troopers of Company A, 2d Battalion 502nd Infantry fire from an NVA trench

as they

Sgt Bernie Mangiboyat, USA)

repel another enemy attack during Operation Hawthorne. (Photo by

Company Walks Out

Capt Carpenter Calls

Air

Strike On His Own Position

DAK TO. RVN — The
Iorespme end is coming
down and bringing his com-
pany with him.

The besieged, surrounded,
and once overrun company
of the 101st Airborne Divi-
sion has linked up with two
sister companies and has
begun the trek down from
Ngoc -Run ridge,

Capt William S. Carpenter
Jr., commander of the her-
oic company, and famed
Lonescme End of the Black
Knights of the Hudson led
his battered but courageous
paratroopers out of “what
was termed another «Cus-
ter’s last stand.» The 29
year-old veteran had spent
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By Sgt Bob Barry

48 hcurs under constant pres-
surz from a reported North
Vietnamese Army battalion.
At one point, during the
midst of a fierce charge by
a numerically superior ene-
my force, the West Pointer
called an air strike on his
own position into- which the
enemy had infiltrated. The
strike broke the NVA charge
and saved Carpenter’s cem-
pany.

At 1 a.m. this morning
two companies which had
come to Carpenter’s aid

. yesterday, began a 100 met-

er march through bamboo
thickets = and harrassing
sporatic enemy fire. Twelve
hours later they reached a

bald hilltop.over-looking the
Dak-Pa-Can Valley, final
resting place of 279 dead
NVA regulars.

The hilltop was secured
by a provisional company
brought from the Brigade’s
base camp at Phan Rang
and under the command eof
Capt Walter Wesley.

After the dead and wound-
ed were evacuated by heli-
copter, Capt Carpenter and
his weary troopers started
the march down the hill for
a well needed rest.

American casualties for
the operation, HAWTHOR-
NE, have been surprisingly
light. 4

10ist Mauls

NVA

Hawthorne Nets 871

By Sgt Bob Barry
DAK TO, RVN — They’re all arcund us, we can hear

them giving crders.»
orders stopped;

The people remained but
465 North Vietnamese army

the
regulars

were dead. This is Operation HAWTHORNE and the be-
gining of the monsoon offensive.

HERE TO FIGHT

«These Charlies are here
to fight. They've been sit-
ting under that artillery
and air strikes for two days
and nights,» said Lt Ronald
Odem, the S2 officer for the
2d Battalion, 502d Infantry.
As he spoke, violent auto-
matic weapons fire cracked
through the heavy jungle in
the distanse. This was the
Dak To Kan Valley and for
the past four days his unit
had been locked in the fierc-
est battle the Ist Brigade,
has been engaged in since
its arrival in country
1/327 AIDS TOU MORONG

The operation, dubbed
Hawthorne, began with
the elements of the 1st Bat-
talicn, 327th Infantry reliev-
ing the besieged outpost cf
Tou Morong. Major David
Hackworth led his gallant
troopers on the heliborne
assault that began the fight
for the major NVA infiltra-
tion route from Laos,

An indication was given
as to the type of force the
«Sreaming Eagles» were up
against when Battery B of
the 2d Battalion, 320th Ar-
tillery was openly charged
by a reported NVA company,
At one point of the pre-
dawn battle, one of the «Red
Legs» gun emplacements
was overrun, only to be
taken back in a fierce bat-
tle of winner take all. With
elements of the 326th Engin-
eer Battalion supporting the
artillerymen, the near
suicidal attack by the eme-
my was driven off. Buf a
valuable warning was given;
the enemy was here to fight.

As Major Hackworth’s
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Tiger Force took the brunt
of a company sized attack,
the 2d Battalion, 502d In-
fantry went into action in
what was later termed «Cus-
ter's last stand.»
SUPPORT FROM CAV
Artillery was moved into
place tc effect fire support
for“the two infantry batta-
lions. The long road con-
necting Dak To and the
artillery position was clear-
ed by the ever-present 326th
Engineers and the tireless

=~ “ATrocp, 2d Squadron of the

17th  Cavalry. Everyday,

this unbeatable team guides

the artillery ammo supply.
(Continued Page 6)

‘Not Finished Yet’
By Sgt Bob Barry

DAK TO, RVN — They
stood by the roadside in
ranks of five deep. General
William C. Westmoreland,
COMUSMACV, crossed the
road and was met with a
thunderous «Strike Force,
Sir!»

Only Companies A and C
had come in to the bhase
camp by the airfield. Bravo
Company had stayed in the
field. But they came in only
to regroup and resupply,
and later that same day
they’d go out again,

KNOWS OF BATTLES

General Westmoreland
cited Captain William Car-
penter Jr., commander of
Company C for heroism and
gallantfy. He told the
«Strike Force» troopers he
knew of their battles and of
their friends and comrades
being hit. But he also told

‘(Cantinned Page 4)
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Know Your Enemy

Y
Literally translated, the phrase Vieg Cong‘_(VC)ﬂ
means Vietnamese people; however, it has gained the
connetation for Western thought of Vietnamese Com-
munist, and those who are Viet Cong employ the
whole Communist arsenal of deceit and violence. A
Viet Cong is a man, woman, or child — a tough fighter,
with words or weapons, for what he is taught to call
and believes is the «liberation» of South Vietnam —
the Republic of Vietnam. Viet Cong also applies to the
military and civilian components of the «Front» (the
National Front for the Libération of South Vietnam, or
NFLSVN). To its followers the Front is the government
they serve.

The Viet Cong liberation army within the Republic
of Vietnam has expanded its numbers enormously,
despite increasingly heavy casualties. TIts  so-called
main force has grown from about 10,000 men in 1960 to
over 65,000, Several regiments of the North Vietnamese
Army have been sent by Hanoi into South Vietnam
as part of the Communist buildup of forces in the
south. Ag befits «regulars», many of the VC are armed
with late-model weapons and wear uniforms, helmets
of wicker or steel, and unit indentification.

The strength of the Viet Cong guerillas has not in-
creased as rapidly . The estimated more than 100,600
guerillas and militia, mostly based in the vicinity of
their home villages and hamlets, are essential to the
success of the main force and to the whole Viet Cong
effort. Better armed and trained than before, the
irregulars still wear the «calico noir», the traditional
black pajamas of the Vietnamese peasant (worn also
by the regulars as fatigue uniforms.) They guide, sup-
port, reinforce, and provide recruits for the liberation
movement. They also make possible the rule of the VC
in the countryside, enforcing the dictates of the local
Front oganizations.

There are substantial areas in which the Front is the

only . effective government. It operates schools and

hospitals, clothing factories and arsenals. Millions of
Vietnamese support the Front out of friendship or
fear, Due largely to the militia and the secret agents of
the VC, an estimated one-fourth of the people of South
Vietnam pay taxes to the Government. This is an im-
pressive record for a shadow government, «

What makes the Viet Cong and their way of warfare
so significant is that they started with so little in mat-
erial assets, but had a belief in a well-proven doctrine,
a thorough knowledge of its tactics, and the moral
support of Communists throughout the world .They had
no industrial capacity. They had no substantial armed
forces, only a few thousand experienced guerillas, and
perhaps 100,000 supporters — mostly in remote areas
seldom visited by Government troops.

On the other hand, the Viet Cong had hidden stores
of weapons and ammunition left over from the war
against the French. They were sent trained and ded-
icated Communists to provide leadership, and the re-
sources of the Communist regime in the North.

As in conventional wars, each side expanded its arm-
ed might after the war had started. When it became
obvious that the Republic of Vietnam in the South
could not win without military force, the US began
sending a growing stream of arms and supplies into
South Vietnam by air and sea. In the North, infiltra-
tors were trained to assume key positions of leadership
in South Vietnam. Communist China and other Com-
munist countries have supplied weapons and ammuni-
tion, primarily through North Vietnam.

The Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces, whose fight
for freedom we support, have increased their numbers
and obtained improved equipment, However, while the
Front was experiencing its greatest growth, the Gov-
ernment of South Vietnam was undergoing great poli-
tical stress and frequent changes of administration.
These factors have undoubtedly facilitated the growth
of the Front, but they have not stunted the determina-
tion to resist Communist aggression.
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Lt Louis R. Appuzio and two m
fantry display the two-ton cannon Sp/4 George O.
clearing away brush from his foxhole at Tuy

s of B C

pany, 2d Battation 327th In-

oa.

Hazlewood uncovered while

2/327 Uncovers

Large Cannon
By Lt John Hensley

TUY HOA, RVN —«With-
out a doubt this must be
the largest crew served
weapon capiured yet in Viet-
nam,» gquipped Lt Louis R
Apuzzio.

Apuzzio, of Elizabeth, New
Jersey, was commenting on
the ancient two-ton cannon
found beneath a layer of
jungle growth near Tuy Hoa
while his company was on
a search and destroy oper-
ation.

The commander of Com-
pany «By», 2nd Battalion,
327th Infantry, had instruc-
ted his platoons to clear
firing areas forward of their
positions.

THOUGHT IT WAS A
BOMB

It was while hacking
away at brush in front of
his foxhole that Sp/4 George
O. Hazlewood clanged his
entrenching tool into a me-
tal object. «At first I thought
it was a bomb,» said the
Louisburg, N.C. native. «Fi-
nally we decided to very
carefully dig whatever it
was up. When we uncovered
this cannon with the 16
pound ball ammunition we
just couldn’t believe it.»

A platoon spent two days
moving the monstrous
weapon to where an UH-ID
helicopter (HUEY) could
pick it up.

DISPLAYED AT HQS

The «HUEY» barely ima-

naged the lift back to Tuy
Hoa where it now sits proud-
ly in front of the Battalion
Headquarters.

Warrior Of The Week

By Lt John Hensley
DAK TO, RVN — The
honor of being chosen the
first Warrior of the Week
has gone to 1/Lt William C.
Hookman of Pomona, Cali-

chosen,» stated Lt Hookman,
«but the real Warrior’'s are
my men. They deserve all
the credit possible; they are
tremendous soldiers.

The Warrior of the Week
is allowed to spent a 24 hour
period at Brigade Head-
quarters with Brigade Com-
mander, Brigadier General
Willard Pearson, Clairton,
Penn., for his achievement.

fornia, a Platoon Leader in
Company «A», 2nd Battalion,
502d Infantry.

The program, recently
orginated by the Brigade, is
designed to honor a lieute-
nant of Infantry, Artillery,
Armor, or Engineers who
has shown outstanding lead-
ership and professionalism
as a combat leader.

The California Yeteran of
one month in Vietnam was
chosen for his actions in the
initial contact at Dak To
last week during Operation
Hawthorne.

«I am honored by being

Lt Williom Hookman
A/2/502

DIPLOMAT and WARRIOR
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Wading a shaliow stream, paratroopers of the 2d Battalion 502d Infantry
move from the landing zone to the command post during Operation Haw-
thorne. (Photo by Robert G. Lloyd)

Operation Hawthorne

Operation Hawthorne has afforded the «Nomads of Vietnam.» the opportunity
£ to meet, on the field of baitle, the finest trained and equipped enemy soldiers.
“ Through lor{g nights and hectic days, those of you who represent the «Always Firsty

Brigade on the front line have soundly defeated the forces thrown against you.
_c“You have also captured the emotion and reality of battle in yﬁur't'x‘ubiﬁ‘....to you
" and our lost comrades we humbly dedicate this ed:tion.

The battle for the Dak To Kan Valley was ended a few hcurs after the massive
.-B-52 Bemb strike — as always the Combat Infantryman had to finish the job. The
«Don’t
zap them all, take some priconers.n Captain: «We’ll try Sir, bui these men are
mad!»

: feeling of thes¢ men was captured in two brief rad’o messages — Cajonel:

The battery commander of the hard hit B Batfery, 2d Battalion, 320th Artillery
Battalion, explains to his battalion commander where the NVA mortar rounds
came from and where the NVA soldiers attacked from. (Photo by USA)

Elements of the 326th Engineers are lowered into
the jungle north of Dak & to cut out a isndicg

zone to evacuate wounded puratroorers on Oper-"

ation Hawthorne, (Photo by Sp4 Breiland)

Paratroopers of the elite “Recondo’’ force of the
2d Battalion 502d Infantry move down a stream
on patrol during Operation Hawthorne north of Dak
To. (Photo by Robert G. Lloyd) ‘

The First Screaming Eagles in Viet Nam
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Above The Rest

“Westy’’ Salutes

11327

By Sgt. Bob Barry

DAK TO, RVN — General
William C. Westmoreland,
commander of US forces in
Vietnam, mounted a plat-
form of three emty ammuni-
tion boxes and said to the
troopers around him: «You
have lived up to your motto
and I salute you. You are
«Above The Rest.»

TEN TO I RATIO

The four star general ar-
rived at the artillery firing
position where Major David
H. Hackworth, commander
of the 1/327th Infantry, had
grouped his proud troopers.
The General minced no
words when he spoke. «You
have taken casualties, but
for every one you received,
you gave the enemy ten.»

The troopers sat on a
small hillside, looking down
at the General as he spoke.
All were dirty and tired, but
as General Westmoreland
came to attention and salut-
ed them, eyes sparkled and
privates to majors felt pride
well up inside them. They

Pretty Karol Kelly, Florida

Citrus Queen for 1965,
oses near a local pool at
nomosucse Springs, Fla.

20

stood as he passed through
them, stopping to talk to
some on his way. «What do
you think of that M-16,» he
asked one man. «The best
sir, the best,» was the reply.

GOING IN AGAIN

General Westmoreland
accompanied Major Hack-
worth back to his command
post and the 327th moved
back to their positions. But

_ as they disappeared into the

jungle the tired shoulders
were thrown back and the
dirty, grimy faces were fixed
with a look of determina-
tion. They had fought hard
and maybe tomorrow they
will fight even harder, but
whatever the challenge,
they were «Above The Resty.

Church Attendance
Of GI's Up In RUN

More C.S. servicemen in
South Vietnam are attend-
ing religious services on a
weekly per capita basis than
civillians in the United
States, according to a De-
fense Department report.

Comparatively, the. rate

‘of U.S. servicemen attend-

ing chapel services in RVN
is 20 percent higher than
civilians at home.

Statistics released by Cha-
plain (Maj. Gen.) Charles
E. Brown Jr., USA, Chair-
man of the Armed Forces
Chaplains Beard, show, ac-
cording to actual attendance
figures, 18.3 percent of the
entire U.S. military popula-
tion in RVN attend church
service weehkly.

Officials point out an esti-
mated 2C,0C0 or more addit-
ional U.S. servicemen attend
religious services in RVN
communities near military
installations.

«The moral behavior cf
eur fighting men and their
interest in religion,» accord-
ing to Chaplain Brewn, «far
exceeds that which I obserye
among their peers here at
home.»

It was noted the civilian
weekly attendance rate of
14 percent in the U.S., ac-
cording to the National
Council of Churches, in-
cludes women and older
men,

2/502 BATTLES NVA

Troopers of Company A, 2d Battalion 502d Infantry fight NVA from artillery

crater following the main attack by a battalicn of NVA on B Battery of
the 320th Artillery. (Photo by Sgt Bernie Mangiboyat, USA)

Purchasing Consolidated

Army’s 1st Lofiisticl Com-
mand, Republic of Vietnam,
las consolidated all local
purchasing by U.S. Defense
Department agencies insthe
RVN to form a~¢entralized
U.S. Army purchasing acti-
vity.

The new agency will re-
place the Legistical , Com-
mand’s purchasiiig and cons
tracting division.

Westy Lauds 2/502

(Continced From Page 1)

them that they took more
than ten of the enemy for
every one of their casualties.

As he was talking, a C-130
took off from the airfield.
The General looked over
his shoulder and paused;
then he said to the para-
troopers gathered around
him. «Take you helmets off,
I think you'll be able to
hear me better.»

NOT FINISHED YET

Lt Col Henry E. Emerson,
commander of the 2/502d
Infantry Battalion, stood
by proudly as General West-
moreland - told his troopers,
«The officers and men of
every American unit in Viet.

;nam are proud of you and

your actions here.»

As the General turned to
go, Colonel Emerson said,
«We’re not finished yot Sir.»
Westmoreland looked about
him, at the men of the
«Strike Force,» and said,
«Damn right you're not.»

Hungarian Trio Meet In

Vietnam-Budapest Playmates
By Sgt Bob Barry ¢

. TUY. HOA, RVN — Three American - paratroopers

stood in a U.S. Army chow tent near Tuy Hoa, Vietnam,

staring in disbelief.

They had not seen each other

since their homes were destroyed by revolution in Bu-
dapest, Hungry, ten years ago.

William Zsigmond, Steve
Baka ang Peter Feketa were
playmates in their home
own of Budapest. When the
revolution erupted in 1956
the 10 year old boys parted
and left the country with
their families. Steve Baka's
father was one of the orga-
nizers of the resistance and
before young Steve left his
home land he bore the scars
of war on his body.

When Zsigmond, now a
Specialist Five in the Army
entered the tent in Tuy Hoa
he heard excited voices con-
versing in his native tongue.
When he introduced himself
to Specialist Four Fekita
and Private First Class Baka
the gap of ten years and
half the world away closed.

All three men were in the
same unit, 2d Battalion,
502d Infantry of the 1st Bri-
gade, 101st Airborne Divi-
sion. All three were in dif-
ferent companies in the bat-
talion and for sixX months
fought in Vietnam never
knowing of each others pre-
sence.

Zsigmond  recalled the
firgt meeting; «We just
stood staring; at each other
when we realized who we
beer because we couldn’t
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find any wine.y All three of
paratrooper’'s families arriv-
ed in the United States in
1956. All three men were
made naturalized -citizens
in 1963.

Baka commented on his
seeing Feketa. «<When I saw
him I knew immediately
who it was. Pete had an
accident when we were kids
and he still had a scar.»

PFQ Baka is the only one
of the three married. His
wife Jacki and their daugh-
ter live in Forrestville, Md.
Zsigmong lives in Pittsburg,
Pa., and Feketa, makes his
home in East Orange, N.J.

The threesome vowed to
keep contact with each
other upon arrival back in
the United "States. The old
saying, «its a small worldy
will be vouched for by threz
Hungarian playmates.

HAWTHORNE

The operational totals for
Operation  Hawthorne  at
press time were as follows:
VC - KIA =5 i 465
EST KIA. . . 475
WPNS CAP. . . 114

The fighting is continuing
at Dak To. .
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Gun 6 8Sitilli Ours

By Sgt. Bob Willman
DAK TO, RVN — Mortar shells pounded the earth
and machine gun fire sprayed the air. The perils of war
were falling upon an artillery unit during the early
morning hours cf darkness in the central highlands of

South Vietnam.
Battery B of the 2d Bat-
‘talion 320th Artillery was
hit. hard by a North 1et-
-hamese. Army unit. ap; :

'on the morning of 7 e.

They struck with such. force
the number. six IOi,Homt-‘
Zer-gun emplacement man-
ned by Sergeant Malcom
Bentz from Hunﬁnnon W.-
Y and his seven mg X were
‘completely surrounc . Ser-
geant Bentz was trying to
grab a few minutes of sleep
when the attack came.
REACTED QUICKLY
Bentz Wwas up in a matter
+of seconds, diving into the
trench that surrounded his
perimeter. He quickly sized
up the situation and began

Gave His All

By Lt. John Hensley

*PHAN RANG, RVN — He
was called «The Indiany
and that's exactly what he
was, a full blooded Nava.}o“
from Shadow ‘Rocky  Ari-
zona. He didn't give his all
part of the time, or every
-once in a while, Bug all the
‘time. His all was best.

SSgt_Gene Hawthorne was
a squad leader in 3rd Pla-
toon, Company «Ay, 2/502d
Infantry Battalion. The
Ranger-Airborne qualified
«Screaming Eagley arrived
in Vietnam in December
1965 and saw his first major
action at Tuy Hoa near the
now infamous hill «51y.

It was at Hill 51 that he
was recommended for the
Distinguished Service Sross
and received the Purple
Heart. He took out an eight
man patrol and on’ly two
returned without wounds —
some didn’t return at all.
They were attacked five
times by an undetermined
VC force killing at least 35
of them. He was wounded
several times throughout
the fierce batile. At dawn,
he was unable to move, he
was blesding profusely, but
he continued to resist by
calling and adjusting artil-
lery fire by sound only.
When the medics found
him he was unconscious
and nearly dead from lack
of blood.

He gave his all that day =

and after a short rest in a
hospital he returned.

By the wéy he read a man
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firing his M-16 fully auto-
matie, pausing only to hurl
srenades into the onrushing
znemy. Despite the intense

fire, Bentz was able to gain.

a few seconds of precwﬁs
time to. regroup his gun
crew against the overwhel-
ming odds.

Bentz then moved his men
away from the gun emplace-
ment to a secondary posit-
ion. «Automatic weapons
fire was coming in when my
assistant gunner was killea
trylng to get to my posi-
tion,» he stated. By this time
the enemy troops were all
over his gun emplacement,
Sergeant Bentz accurately
tossed a grenade into the
gun position, killing four.
HE WAS DETERMINED

Fighting continued into
the daylight hours as Ser-
geant Bentz and his crew
stood their ground. «No
North Vietnamese unit was
going to get my gun,» he
stated proudly,
you would
grown up in any area he
was in. On the darkest
night, in the thickest jungle,
Oover any type terrain, he

could pinpoint “any ~ objec-

tive.

* Devotion, loyalty, trust, —
they all fall short of the
feeling his men held for
him. Whatever the mission
and intelligence reports
with it, his men were ready
and assured — «The Indiany
was going to lead them.

He didn’t have parents, r
a wife and children to go
home to. The Army was
his life. I once overheard
his squad razzing him about
not being married but he
quipped back, «if the Army
don’t issue one, I don’t need
one.»

A short time ago he deve-
loped «jungle rot» on his
right foot and much
to his disagreement was
evacuated to the rear for
treatment. After arguing
with the medics for five
days to let him return to
his umnit they finally con-
sented. He limped to the
chepper fer the ride back
but he never made it. The
chopper went down during
the night in a ball of flame.

He gave his all; everything
a man can give — his life.

" think he had

30 DAVYS HAS |
SEPTEMBER.. APQIL
JUNE, & MO\'EMBEZ
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A+
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Pearson Decorated

During an inspection of
Brabota battlefield in Dak
To district, Kontum pro-
vince on Wenesday mor-
ning, Prime Minister
Nguyen Cao Ky decorated
Brigadier General Willard
Pearson of Clairton, Pa.,
Commanding General of the
1st Brigade.

Complete details as to the
nature of the award were

not available at press time.

Answered The Call

By Sgt Bob Barry

DAK TO, RVN — Some
were recuperating from
wounds and illness; some

were about to go on R&R
and others were preparing
to go home but all answered
the call for help.

Major Donald Schroeder,
the Executive Officer of the
2d Battalion 502d Infantry
stocd before a formation of
troopers in Phan Rang. He
told them of the Dak Ta
Kan Valley and the reports
of C Company. «First re-
ports are always the worst
and right now thats all I
have. Charlie Company
needs help,» he said. The
men of the rear echelon had
a right to be there, most of
them were going home very
soon, Some had hands ban-
daged and limps from pre-
vious battles, and a few
were about to leave for a
well-deserved rest. But in
war a strange sense of bro-
therhood joins men of a unit
together and the men of the
502d proved it.

The major looked at the
men in the formation and
said, «A plane will leave in

an hour, Strike Force.»
They left their orders lying
on their gear and queitly
walked to the supply tent
for rifles and ammunition,
One trooper with a bad
limp said to the major,
«Don’t leave me behind Sir
— T'll take a radio.»

86 dedicated men boarded
the plane to Dak To. No
greater tribute can be paid
a comrade in arms than was
expressed by the 86 men of
the 2/502’s Provisional Com-
pany.

Amy Lt Saves

Vietnamese Youth
By Lt John Hensley

TUY HOA, RVN—Through
his courageous efforts 1/Lt
Walter A Hess of Chicago,
11., has been credited with
saving the life of a drown-
ing Vietnamese youth near
Tuy Hoa.

Hess battled two hundred
meters of pounding surf
and treacherous South Ching
Sea undertow to pull the lad
to the beach where he admi-
nistered artificial respiration
enabling the youth to regain
consciousness

WELL DESERVED REST — Capt William Carpenter Jr., commander of C Company,
2/502d Infantry, takes o drink of cool water at the commauand post after
having led his company down from the beseiged ridgeline.at Ngoc Run Ridge.
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2 DIPLOMAT AND WARRIOR

June 17, 1966
They Felt Helpless 7 > QU :
By Sgt Bob Barry ! D S) sponrs
DAK TO, RVN — «We’ve been getting cxcited all

day now so lets just calm down and get it right — OK
now, send your message.» These were the words of a

profe;
night after a battle.

Planes dropped flares as
medical evacuation helicop-
ters hovered over the thick-
weeded mountain, lifting
wounded American Army
paratroopers cut by wench.
It was a very dark night
afd for tiie men of 1st Bat-
talion, 327th Infantry it
would be a long and lonely
night.

FELT HELPLESS

Miles away at the brigade
command post a movie was
being shown to the men
who operate the nerve cen-
ter of the brigade. The
movie was in color and very
exciting — but a quiet,
strange atmosphere had fal-
len over the audience. They
began to back away from
the screen of cloth drapped
between two trucks; many
moved td the side and away
from the trucks. Off in the
distance the sky was alive
with flares helicopters
came in and went out with
wounded. «God I feel help-
less,» a voice in the dark-
ness said.

The command post r)pe!;;g
tien center was filled with
smoke and men — men from
two shifts some didn’t
want to leave — some just
couldn’t leave. «All quiet
now,» remarked a Captain.
*Whats the casuzalty count,’»
asked another. «They don’t
know yet — still bringing
thém in. It’s so damn dark
out there,» a voice from a
map board said.

ITS THEIR WAR

It was a night after the
battle, the battle which
could erupt at any minute
again. A quiet, soft spoken
lieutenant summed it up
this way; «you’d like to be
out there — probably you
couldn’t do any more than

ssional soldier sent in the still and dark of the

the other guy but you'd
have to try. No words will
help anyone now — its just
those guys out there — no
commands would help now
— its all their own indivi-
dual war — its dark and
until light it's all their
war.» .

In Vietnam many men of
many units face these nights
and lonely moments. But on
this night ,in a valley known
only by the River that flows
through it, 375 of the enemy
were dead and the para-
troopers expected more. The
reality of the true war is all
theirs; they live it, night
after night.

101st Mauls NVA

(Continued From Page I)

As the hours passed the
infantry swept the ridges
and bamboo thicket around
the Dak Ta Kan Valley.
Then in the command post
of the 502d the radio came
to life. «They’re all arcund
us; they’re in us.» This was
pe begining of a very long
48 hours for Company o of
the 502d. Before it was over,
Captain Willam Carpenter
Jr., commanding cfficer of

Company C, would call an.

air strike on his own pos-
iticn to break an enemy bat-
talion charge. Before Char-
lie Company walked off of
that hill a provisional com-
pany would be formed
from troopers in Phan Rang
waiting go home. They
would go to Dak To to sec--
ure the landing zone for
Company’'s C’s wounded.
All in 48 hours, Company
A, led by Captain Walter
Brown, woud fight the
jungle and the enemy to
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“All new babies are red. Automobiles you at
least have a choice of colors.”

get help to Carpenter’s com-
pany.

For two days the NVA
woud continually press the
attack. Capt Walter Wesley,
provisional company com-
mander, said over the radio,
«It appears the whole valley
has people in it to prevent
him from getting out.»

Capt. Carpenter
But ag the battered Com-
pany C held out and Com-
pany A closed with them,

502d com-
«It could be-

Col Emerson,
mander, said,
come very sporting out
there now it those silly
bastards came out of their
holes. We’ll get a big bag
of ’em if they do.»

Wesley took his provi-
sionals up the Ngoc Run
Ridge and secured the high
ground, fighting the NVA’s
all the way. When he radio-
ed that the LZ had been
secured, Companies A and
C began the longest 1000
meter march of their lives.
Thick bamboo, tangled
jungle and constant harras-
ing fire from ‘the enemy

hampered their progress.
But 12 hours after they be-
gan, a dirty, tired, but very
determined force of para-
trcopers emerged from the
jungle into the clearing held

1. Who is the only woman
in tennis history to win the
Singles title in the United

States, Great Britain,
France, and Australia in.
cne year?

2. What is the cldest Tro-
phy competed for by ath-
letes on the North Ameri-
can continent?

3. Who holds the National
Football League passing re-
cord for a single season?

4. How many boxers who
won Olympic titles have
gone on to capture world
titles as professionals since
1904?

5. Princeton’s Charley Go-
golak finished 1i0th among
major college scorers in the
1965 season with 81 points.
How did he score his points?
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and nods of thanks. men.»
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New Subscriber

January 1, 2014
through March 20, 2014

Tom Kilbride

1/327 HQ 5/66-5/67 - 10/14
222 Snowberry Court
Murphys, CA 95247-9696

Renewals

January 1, 2014
through March 20, 2014

James D. Agins $

326 MED D 7/66-2/67 - 4/15
33 Sunset Blvd.

Hamilton Sq., NJ 08690-3940

LTC(R) Paul W. Apfel

2/327 B CO ELT 7/64-7/66 - 1/15
1585 Summerhill Lane

Lincoln, CA 95648-8348

Larry Atkins

2/502 A 7/65-7/67- 1/15
2150 Little Cedar Dr.
Kingwood, TX 77339-1715

CSM(R) Peter Bacerra
2/327 HQ 5/66-5/67 - 1/15
7164 Paprika Lane
Columbus, GA 31909-2607

Beldon Baker, Jr.

2/17 CAV A 12/63-4/66 - 1/15
3804 Nassau Circle
Hopkinsville, KY 42240-5342

Al (Thomas A.) Bateman $
2/502 HHC 9/66-10/67 - 1/15
205 Walnut Ave.

Hamlet, NC 28345

Dean J. Beaupré §
2/502 A 1/67-1/68 - 7/15
3469 Fancher Rd.
Holley, NY 14470-9393

Robert H. Berry

2/502 B 1/67-12/67 - 4/15
26743 W. 109th St.
Olathe, KS 66061-7499

CW4(R) George T. Berryhill
2/327 HHC 10/67-10/68 - 4/16
300 Walker Road

Travelers Rest, SC 29690-8836

April 2014

Gary Bills $

2/327 A 10/66-10/67 - 1/15
1119 N. Spring Valley Dr.
Washington, UT 84780-2391

Gerald (Smiley) Bitting
2/502 HHC 2/66-11/68 - 1/15
123 7th Ave. Ct. NE
Altoona, IA 50009-1936

John E. Boeddeker $

1/327 B 9/66 - 9/67 - 1/15

800 Ridge Pl

Falls Church, VA 22046-3630

Dennis R. Boland

1/502 HHC 3/62-3/65 - 1/15
314 Lake Ave.

Lehigh Acres, FL 33936-1439

SGT Anthony E. Bouchard
1/327 Tiger Force 66-67 - 1/15
178 Tusculum Rd.

Antioch, TN 37013-4050

Robert B. Brown

326 ENGR A 7/65-7/66 - 10/14
340 Ridgeway Circle
Troutville, VA 24175-5820

Philip V. Bulone

HHC 1/67-7/68 - 4/16

5621 Descartes Circle

Boynton Beach, FL 33472-2425

Carlos L. Burgos

2/502 A 7/65-2/66 - 4/15
2203 Caprice Drive
Killeen, TX 76543-3068

SFC(R) John Burke, Jr.
2/327 C 12/65-12/66 - 10/14
11018 Le Jardin Cir Apt 102
Tampa, FL 33617-2849

Antonio B.(Tony) Cardon
1/327 C 4/67-4/68 - 1/15
5704 Vanegas Dr.

Las Cruces, NM 88007-5867

1SG(R) Jim Carner

181st MI Det 8/65-8/66 - 1/15
6616 83rd St. E.

Puyallup, WA 98371-6359

MAIJ(R) George H. Carter
2/502 C 2/65-6/66 - 1/15
P.O. Box 220

Cortez, FL 34215-0220

John D. Clancy

326 ENGR A 9/67-8/68 - 10/14
10163 Academy Rd.
Laurinburg, NC 28352-9726

Joseph Colantoni

326 ENG A 7/67-7/68 - 1/15
1069 Main St. « P. O. Box 348
Housatonic, MA 01236-0348

Les Colegrove

2/327 A & HHC 3/68-3/69 - 1/15
3416 Townhouse Ct

Tampa, FL 33614-3480

BG(R) John W. Collins, III

DCO 7-12/67 CO 12/67-7/68 - 4/16
210 Hillview Dr.

San Antonio, TX 78209-2205

Robert E. Crebbs

326 MED D SPT 8/66-2/67 - 1/15
8422 Meadowlark Lane

La Palma, CA 90623-2237

John C. Davis $

2/327 C 6/67-4/68 - 1/15

12712 W. Georgia Ave.
Litchfield Park, AZ 85340-3020

David K. Dever

1/327 HHC TF 62 - 66 - 1/15
P. O. Box 11542

Terre Haute, IN 47801

Matthew A. English

2/327 Recon 6/65-6/66 - 1/15
164 Memphis Ave.

Staten Island, NY 10312

Thomas S. Evans

2/502 A 5/65-7/66 - 1/15

985 Beaty Swamp Road

Monroe, TN 38573-5121

Sidney Fuller $

2/327 HQ 3/67-9/67 - 4/15
13622 Chestnut St.
Westminster, CA 92683-2630

Benito R. Garcia, Jr.
2/327 A 10/66-9/67 - 1/15
3535 W. Lemoyne St.
Chicago, IL 60651

Raymond W. Gerner

2/327 HHQ 5/65-6/66 - 1/15
1423 Oxford St.

Slaton, TX 79364-2811
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Bill Glaze

2/320 FA C Bty 10/67-10/68 - 1/15
P. O. Box 943

Canyonville, OR 97417

ISGT(R) S.Z.”Rick” Grabianowski
2/502 B 6/67-2/68 - 10/14

P. 0. Box 1165

Sparks, NV 89432-1165

Charles L. Guthmann

SPT BN C 8/65-5/66 - 4/15
2610 Norris Rd.

Laramie, WY 82070

Danny Guthrie

A Trp 1/17 CAV 82nd Dom Rep
4/65-12/65 - 1/15

709 Hidden Lake Road
Blairsville, GA 30512

Michael E. Hadden

2/327 HHC 7/65-6/66 - 1/15
274 Pleasant Street/Rte 22 B
Peru, NY 12972-5405

Ben R. Hammack

2/327 HHC 8/67-10/67 - 1/15
65 Arrowhead Dr.

Carson City, NV 89706

CPT Barry Hana

HQ-PIO 3/67-3/68 - 1/15
231 McCullough Ave., #2D
St. Louis, MO 63122-5863

Wade D. Hansen

2/327 B 6/67-11/67 - 1/15
3835 N Kootenai Ct

Casa Grande, AZ 85122-6512

William (Bill) Harper

1/327 HHC & B 11/67-11/68 - 1/15
9 Hollis Drive

Gerrardstown, WV 25420-4026

LTC(R) Franklin “Lin” Haskins $
HHC 6/66-6/67 - 1/15

4601 Gilling Ct.

Virginia Beach, VA 23464-5829

Glenn A. Heins $

2/327 A 9/67-9/68 - 1/15
1804 Century Hills Dr. NE
Rochester, MN 55906-7629

Joseph Hennessy

1/327 HHQ T.F. 3/66-7/68 - 1/15
109 Redwood Dr.

Quakertown, PA 18951-3502
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Nancy Hesler

Associate - 1/15

602 Taft Ave.

Charleston, IL 61920-4133

Thomas J. Horner, Jr.

2/502 A7/67-10/67 - 4/15
340 Taylor St. NE, Apt. P-33
Washington, DC 20017-1551

Maurice S. Hoult

1/327 HHC T.F. 66-69 - 1/15
1741 Burgaw Hwy
Jacksonville, NC 28540-3241

Roger M. John

1/327 C 7/67-12/68 - 4/15

1 North Caymen Isles Blvd
Englewood, FL 34223-1845

BG(R) Julius F. Johnson
1/327 A 6/67-6/68 - 1/15
2159 East Cedar Place
Chandler, AZ 85249-3536

LTC(R) Robert P. Johnston $
SPT BN 7/65-3/66 - 1/16
21500 Limit Road

Easton, KS 66020-7144

Phil Kallas

1/501 A 69-70 - 4/15

308 Acorn St.

Stevens Point, WI 54481-6001

Fran Kilgore
Associate - 1/15
1832 Cougar Lane
Clovis, CA 93611

Thomas Kinane

1/327 C 4/67-12/68 - 10/14
646 Wimbledon Ct.
Eugene, OR 97401-1781

David L. Kimberling $
ADMIN SPT 7/65-7/66 - 1/15
605 Hyde Park

Clarksville, TN 37043-6026

SFC(R) Jim Knox

2/17 CAV A Trp 7/65-6/66 - 1/15
2925 Cortland Dr.

Janesville, WI 53548

Jose S. Laguana $

2/502 A 12/65-9/66 - 1/15
P.O. Box 21823

Barrigada, GU 96921-1823
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Robert (Lance) Lancellotti $
2/502 C 10/66-5/68 - 1/16
64 Chaffee Ave.

Albertson, NY 11357

Jim Lane

326 ENGR A 5/66-5/67 - 4/15
1105 So. H Street

Port Angeles, WA 98363-5533

William V. Larsen

2/327 B ELT 65-7/66 - 4/15
442 Otisco Drive
Westfield, NJ 07090-2716

COL(R) Bernard J. Lawless
2/502 B 10/66-10/67 - 1/15
2706 Colleen Dr.

Canyon Lake, TX 78133-5336

Donald R. Lenc $

2/320 FA HHB 6/67-6/68 - 4/15
5240 Windfall Rd.

Medina, OH 44256-8750

Luis M. Lopez

2/502 A 3/67-3/68 - 1/15

1700 Onyx Lane

Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403-5620

Kevin M. McCabe

2/320 ARTY HHQ 12/66-10/67 - 10/14
3406 Washington St.
Bethleham, PA 18020-6502

ISG(RET) Robert O. Martin $
2/327 Recon 1/67-11/67 - 1/15
1041 55th St.

Downers Grove, IL 60515-4824

Ron Martin $

2/327 Att A,B,C 4/66-8/66 - 1/15
11 Northlake Cir.

Peachtree City, GA 30269

Richard H. Murphy, Jr.

1/327 HHC T.F. 8/66-3/69 - 1/15
153 Hickory Hill Cir.
Osterville, MA 02655-1322

Jesse W. Myers, Jr.

2/327 C 6/67-6/68 - 1/15
8564 Kilty Court
Charlotte, NC 28269-6113

Donald A. Nelson

1/327 B & HHC 9/66-3/68 - 1/15
490 Fairbanks Road
Farmington, ME 04938-9405

Reverend Michael O’Bryan
1/327 C 7/65-3/66 - 1/15
300 South Tarver Avenue
Lebanon, TN 37087

Art Osborne

2/327, 3/506 7/67-7/68 - 1/15
3650 Denewood Ct.
Columbus, GA 31909-3741

John F. Pavlansky, Jr.

2/502 C 1/67-8/67 - 1/17

3300 La Vue Lane
Fredericksburg, VA 22408-1736

COL(R) Kenneth W. Pfeiffer $
1/327 C 8/66-8/67 - 1/15

9330 Laurel Grove

San Antonio, TX 78250-3552

Jim Pomilia

2/502 C 7/64-7/65 - 1/15
7501 Ulmerton Rd., Apt 1616
Largo, FL 33771-4565

ISGT(R) James B. Rawlinson
2/502 12/65-12/66 - 1/15

139 Michael Lane

Talladega, AL 35160

Donald M. Reddeman $
2/502 A & E 8/67-3/69 - 1/15
5115 Eagle Rd.

Highland, MI 48356-1401

COL(R) Lawrence A. Redmond $
2/327 A 5/67-2/68 - 4/15

336 Crystal River Dr.

Poinciana, FL 34759-5212

Enriquez M. Rel

2/327 C 7/67-2/68 - 1/15
P. O. Box 2883

Ruidoso, NM 88355-2883

MSG(R) Marion W. Richardson, Sr.
2/502 B 10/66-10/67 - 4/17
14751 Ashton Lane

Shelby Township, MI 48315

Jerry R. Rogers

2/327 A 4/66-4/67 - 1/15
15375 CR 355

Terrell, TX 75161-6227

LT GEN(R) Donald E. Rosenblum
2/327 HQ CO 6/66-6/67 - 4/15
32 E. Bull St.

Savannah, GA 31401-2665
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MAJ(R) David R. Sablan
2/327 B 7/65-6/66 - 1/15
1406 SW 58th Avenue
Portland, OR 97221

R. Jack Santos

2/17 CAV A Trp 1/66-12/66 - 7/15
1828 Berkley Ave.

Pueblo, CO 81004-3240

Lyndol Sizemore
1/327 C 7/65-6/66 - 1/15
1745 N. St. Paul
Wichita, KS 67203-1736

Arthur D. Smith

1/327 B 65-67 - 1/15

P. O. Box 1564

Rutherford, NJ 07070-1564

LTC(R) David B. Smith

2/320 FA A Btry 7/65-6/66 - 1/15
18311 Short Road

Vernonia, OR 97064-9426

Donald J. Stevenson

2/320 FA HHB 8/67-11/67 - 1/16
P.O. Box 860217

Plano, TX 75086-0217

SGT Jesse Talley

501 SIG BN A 7/65-1/67 - 1/15
280 Stratton Ct.

Brentwood, TN 37027-4228

Yen Tran

2/502 SUPPORT 7/65-3/68 - 1/15
3801 Magnolia St.

Irvine, CA 92606-2140

LTC(R) John Wagner

5/27 FA C BTRY 7/66-12/66 - 1/15
275 Stoneledge Drive

Roanoke, VA 24019-8505

CSM(R) Dewey Walker
1/327 HQ 3/63-7/66 - 1/15
P.O. Box 7452

Jacksonville, FL 32238-0452

Brian G. White

2/502 HHC 10/66-5/68 - 1/15
17646 Gainsford Lane
Huntington Beach, CA 92649-4723

MAIJ(R) Fred M. White

2/327 C&A 8/67-8/68 - 1/15

3 Fairway Drive

Elizabethtown, KY 42701-8104
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John L. Wilson

2/502 HHC 5/67-5/68 - 1/15
2181 W. Escondido Canyon Dr.
Green Valley, AZ 85622-6333

Michael F. Wilson

2/327 A&C 6/67-3/68 - 10/14
4742 Solandra Circle W
Jacksonville, FL 32210-7024

Dennis Rae Wright

2/502 HHQ 10/67-10/68 - 1/15
4510 Custis Ave.

Sacramento, CA 95822-1440

MAJ(R) Burrwood Yost $
2/502 C LRRP 12/65-7/67 - 1/15
1012A Natures Walk Dr.
Fernandina Bch, FL 32034

$ = Above Subscription Price

Address Corrections

January 1, 2014
through March 20, 2014

Ray Chandler

2/502 C & HHC 5/66-4/67 - 7/15
730 Cardillo Ct.

Las Vegas, NV 89138-4601

Danny Guthrie

A Trp 1/17 CAV 82nd Dom Rep
4/65-12/65 - 1/15

709 Hidden Lake Road
Blairsville, GA 30512

Charles L. Lostaunau

1/327 A 7/65-7/66 - 7/14
5235 Schuyler Dr.
Carmichael, CA 95608-0527

Ron Martin

2/327 Att A,B,C 4/66-8/66 - 1/15
11 Northlake Cir.

Peachtree City, GA 30269

MSG(R) Joe W. Mulligan
1/327 B&HQ 6/66-6/67 - 4/14
108 Windfall Place

Clinton, MS 39056-6071

Jerry R. Rogers

2/327 A 4/66-4/67 - 1/15
15375 CR 355

Terrell, TX 75161-6227

Bad Address

January 1, 2014
through March 20, 2014

Stephen Patterson

1/327 A 1/68 - 2?

1226 Calle De Sevilla
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

from:

Information Office

Ist Brigade

101st Airborne Division

thru:
Public Information Office

Headquarters 101st Airborne Division

& Fort Campbell
Fort Campbell, Kentucky

BEANS, AMMO AND MUSIC

Saigon, Vietnam (delayed) - The Support Battalion of the

1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division not only provides the
paratroopers with rations, ammunition and fuel, but also
musical entertainment - a jive combo that visits the line units

in the field.

The trooper, weary after a long operation, has only to sit
back, smoke a cigarette and listen to the beat of the drums,
the rock of a guitar and a loud horn.

The group leader, Sergeant Joseph Graham from

Philadelphia, Pa., comments, “It makes us feel good to be out
in the woods with the troops. Usually we are in the rear area,

pounding on typewriters or sorting records, but here we are

with a beat and jive to keep our troops alive.” Yeh. Yeh. Yeh.

S0th Anniversary Commemoration

The two logos above are a first draft for artwork to identify the July
2015 50th Anniversary Commemoration of the First Brigade(S) 101st
Airborne Division landing in Viet Nam. The back of the logo will
depict the date and location of the reunion. The celebration will be

April 2014

Arrival
In Viet Nam

on July 29, 2015. The hotel and schedule are now a work in progress.
The 50th Anniversary gathering will be sponsored by THE FIRST
SCREAMING EAGLES IN VIET NAM magazine.

The First Screaming Eagles in Viet Nam




The following material is from the COMBAT OPERATIONS AFTER ACTION REPORT on OPERATION JOHN PAUL JONES
published in the January 2014 issue of this First Brigade (S) magazine.

.POW's indicates that ememy units are jrob~bly aware of our efforts ~nd have
* restrictod the use of fires to counisr our detection efforts. The last four
* Red Haze missions have been scheduled in order to coincide with reparted

cooking timea of tho units, btut the results to date are inconclusive,

. (5) uhere photographic covornge wes not avellable, visunl recon=
naissance was able to £i11 in the gan, Hers agein this reconnaissarce effort
was restricted by the heavy troe canopy. ’

(6) 1In order to provide for tre timely acquisition of basic photo~
graphic coverage it is necessary to plan and recuest photo covernge well in
advance of moving into an area, The Aimitations imposed by tha current
evailobility of aireraft and facilities recuire o lead time in excess of
saven days in order to obtadn photography of a new area,

c. The imediate deployment of IPW teams to the point of enemy capture
has proven to.be a voluanble tactical osset; however, units must tcke cere
to insure that prisoners cre ct the designcted point for interrogetion,
Waosted time only deprives other units of the brig:de o this capability.

d. The use of daily liaison visits to CIDG Camps and District Head-

quarters vithin the TAOR bas done much toward supplementing the intelligence
pieture,

e. Contact was froquently ecstablished by employing pairol tenms into
their arons based on reports from roliable sources, Exploiting the contacts
gained recuires improvement.

4, (C) COMSLC:

\

a. Organic COMSEC: XA total of 9,955 tronsmissions were monitored.
During JOHN PAUL JONES, 4 nets were monitoreds Bde Op/Intel, Acain/log,
and Bde Commond nets. During this period there was ¢ vnat improvement in
the field of commnication security within the Brignde nets,

b, Attached COMSEC: A total of 3,617 transmissions were monitcred by
an attached COMSEC team from the 313th Radio Research Bn, Of this totel, 792
transmissions wore covéred on the command nets of 1/327, 2/327, and 2/502 Inf,
and 53Z tronsmissions (90 hours) were covered on the Bde switchboard,

5. (U) The following is a brorkout of enemy weapons and materinl losse i
during Operation JOHN PAUL JONES: :

a. Weapons Captured:

Mausers

MLS 36

SKS

7Kt

Czoch .22 cal

US carbine

RPD MG

US .45 cal pistol
+45 cal Thampaon SMG
¥-16 rifle
French MAT 49 G

[

(o)
HIEHHWOBOH WO

be Ammunition:

Grenndes

Mines

SA ammo

57mm RR

75mm RR

Bangalore torpedoas
8lon martar
Demolitions {1va)

0, Others

D

RPD MG barrels
Bicyocles

Boats

Radios, AN/PRC-10
Radio, 72-B

Rice Ztons)
AR~[7 mogazinea

BEBERRR
BWE v ~w
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InoJosvre 1 to Inclosure 1 (Intelligonce) to Combat Operations After Action
. Report, Operation JOHN PAUL JONES,

1. (U) VC/NVA initial Order of Battle within Brig~de TAOR: VU/NVA dispo—
sitions ot the beginning of Operation JOHN F.UL JONES were as indicated below:

a. The 95th ond 18B Regimants were confirmed »s being present in FEU
YEN Province in July., The 18B was belicved to be deployed in the exsternm
portion of the province, with the 95th further to the west,

b. The 95th Battalion, 68th Arty Regt, NVA was confirmed 4in the province
in July.

o, The 85th V€ Yocal Force Battalion wns tolieved to be located in the
grea of Song Cau,

d. Nine district and local fovce companies were beliovod to bs located in
the province, with a strength of 70 per conpany,

2, (0) Order of Battle Findings and Summary in Operational Areat
a, Sumary: .

(1) As a result of exploitation of B-52 strikes, and sweeps through
Inown VC hase areas within the operational area contact witch elements of the
5618t (95th) Arty Bn was made in the Ky Lo Valley, and za NVi captain as<igned
to the 5th Division was captured, Sweeps of the crea to the east of Dong Tre
and Cung Son forced tha VC to disperse into sn2ll elements to avoid contact,
Scattered contacts with VC and NVA forces were made during the swesp,

(2) Units identified by prisoners ond ~gents cs being in the Brigads
" mrea of operation were the 561lst Arty Bn and 5th Division, both loonted in
the Ky Lo Valloy.

(3) Constont resistance on a amall acale was met by the Brignde in

Tuy An District, along the Cai River, where a large amount of rice is grown,

indicating that the VC are in need of the rice 4in this area, and are trying

to obtain 4t dospite US forces. »

b. OB Findingst Inclooure 2 {Oxder of Battle Findings) to Inclosure 1
(Intelligance), ,

6. Finsl Viet Cong/NVA dispositions ot terminntion of Operation JOHN
PAUL JONES: Inolosure 5 (Final Order of Battle) to Inclosure 1 (Intelligence).
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‘Inclosure 2 (Order of Battle Findinrs) to Inclosure 1 (Intelligence) te
Combat Operations fifter Action Re-ort, Operation JOHN FAUL JONES,

1, (C) Ordor of Battle findings on tke 531st (95th) NVA Arty Bn, 68th Regt,
(See Inclosure 3 ~ Order of Battle Findings 561st (95th) /=ty Bn).

2, The base camo of the 18B NVA PRegimental Hendcuarters is usually moved
every 4=0 days, The Regiment transports ali ecuipment by means of back packs.
The Rcgimental headouarters is not usuclly located necr popul~ted areas,
Yembers of the 18B Regt receive about 550 grazms of rice per day. Ench commany

has one cock,

3. (C) The CO, 95tk NVA Regt is Lt Col NGUYEM QUANG. Other officers of the
Regiment are as follows:

Politicel Officer - Mzj VINH
11th (4th) Bn CO - Japt SUNG
13th (6th) Bn CO - Czpt LUU
20th Co CO = Capt MINH

23rd Co CO - Lt DAO

The following pe¢ 'sonn>l and ecuimment breakdown of the regiment is given
as of 15 My 1966:

UNIT cDDITIONST, INFO

11th Bn 350

12th Bn 350

13th Bn 350

16th Hvy Wpns Co 70 4=75mm RR, 4=57mm RR
17th Mortar Co 80 6~82m mortar, 3-6Cmm mort-r
18th Cormo Ce 50 :
19th Engxr Co 45

20th Med Co ——

21st Recon %o 20

22nd Hvy MG Co 70 6-12.7m AL MG

23rd S&T Co 84

Total: 1479
The 23rd S&T Co opernted a re~r base oren at B(868524.

4. (C) The 96th NVi Arty Bn hos comnosition similar to th-t of the 561st
(see Inclosure 3), It contcine the 7tk 2nd 8th comninles with 77 and 78 men
respectively. The 7th Company hos 4-120mm mortars, The 8th Comprony has
6-~75mm recoilless rifles, The bn was lost located vie BO703245. The total
strength of the Battalion is 300 men. Each comnany has & signal section with
2 radlos., Personalities of the Battalion are listed belows

Bn CO - Capt PHUC

PCC = Copt HUAN

Bn Political Officer - Cant THUOC
De~uty Folitical Officer - Capt THOM
8th Go CO = 1/Lt IGLWH

X0 - w/Lt TUYEN :

Co Political Officcer - 1/Lt THUCLG
Deputy Political Officer - 2/Lt EIEU

5. (C) Tho VC DK-~7 Compeny was located vic of North Tuy. An District 4in Aug
1966. The 1lst platoon contains 37 men, 3 BAR's, 21 Russian rifles, 5 carbines
and 2 Thompsom subtmachineguns. Personalitics of the coxmpany are listed below:

Co CO - 2/Lt KY

Co X0 - WO CHIEN

Political Officer - 1/Lt MDH

Asst Political Officer - M/Syt VO CONG KANH

The commny usually cooked rico once a doy at 2porcx 2000 in houses or
underground, The comrany usually does not fire on recon planes, but tnkes

cover, The compony 8selects campsites near streams and usuclly remains in
place for 2=3 days, 11

The First Screaming Eagles in Viet Nam

April 2014



April 2014

6. (C) The 213 VC Local Force Bn was formed in 4n Linh Villnge, Phu Yen
. Province. The Bn has a strength of 300 ~nd consists of 3 companies. Ecuip-

ment of the Bn includes 3-60mn morters, 1=4G, 18-AR's, and small arms (assort-
ed), Personalities of the Bn are listed below:

Bn CO = CHI
Bn X0 = HOC

3rd Co CO = ¥ LE (Montagmord)
31'd Co X0 = DAT

7. (C) The Son Hoa District Compmy hos o strength of 90 men broken into
three platoons, Tha company has 1-60um mortar. Company personalities are
ldistsd below:

Co CO = NGUYEN CAN

Co X0 = PHAT

Political Officer - LUC

1st P1t CO = TRAN VAN LUYEN
2nd F1t CO - HA

3rd 1t CO = Y MO

hpproximatoly 65% of the ocompany persomnel have malaria., The ocom
ia short of provisions. S

8. The headquarters of the 5th Division is believed to be in the Ky Lo Valley.
Both tho 18B and 95th NVA Regiments cre part of this division, as well as the
mﬂt Arty Bn,

- Inclosure 3 (Order of Battle Findings, 551st Arty Bn) to Inclosure 1 (Intel=

ligence) to Combat Operations ftor lction Zeport, Operation JOHN PUL JONES,
1. (C) TL- 561st WVA irty Bn clso known es the 95th ¥Vi irty Bn is comnoser
of the 7th, 8th ond H-14 compznies, The present strength of the battalion
is approximctely 127,

2, (C) Sources for this report:

(Pow) Nguyen Thamh L-p = H-14 Co
(mwg Tran Xuen Due = 7tk Co
(POW) Nguyen Van Ty = 7k Co
(POW) Trink Day Thonh = li-14 Co
(POi) Nzuyer Van - 7tk Co
(P0W) Kguyon Be Soan =~ 7th Co
(POY) Xicu Honz Bicn = 7tk Co

3. (C) The Bn left NVI in Feb 1966 from Tanh Hoa Province ~nd entered Leos.
The Bn wos led by local guides in Laos, The Ia entered SVN through either
Xontum or D-orlne Province and moved to Minh Dinh where they stoayed for one
montn, The Bn moved to Phu Yer in July, The Bn entered the province ninus
two 120mn mortars of the 4 assigred,

. (C) The Bn wms located in the Ky Lo Valley on & fuzust. The mornle of the
Bn is low duz to sickness (molaria) ard poor diet, Tris is evidenced by the
strength of the battalion nt 127 ~s opposed to o TO&E of 400, Medical suprlies
were depleted cbout 3 months ~go.

5, (C) Personalities of thoe Battelion are:

Bn CO = Capt NGUYEN PHOUC THOUC
Bn X0 & P0 = Cxpt Ti4l MY PHOUC
€O, 7tk Co = 1/Lt PHAN V'N

€0, 8th Co ~ 1/Lt TRAN KHANK

Br Opns Officer = 2/Lt TRAN HAL

6, (C) Teleprone cormmnicaticn is used within the companies. Ccomunicotions
above company use beck pack redios, The Bn used 7 radios, type 71-B. &
of the radios are in 7th Ci, and 3 are in the En HQs,
7. (C) The cover designations used by the 56lst are listed below:

Tth Co - V-2

8th Co = V=3

H=1l/ Co = V=1

H-14 Company is called a company, however it is actually a platoen,
posseibly a headguarters platocs. T
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* Inclosure 4 (Organization Charts) to Inclosure 1 | mtelli"euca) to Combat

Operations After Action Report, Opcration JCHN PAUL JOU ES.

5 NVA o .:.

B ]
|

| | a

i ___u..'_l___1 g e
!>< 95 | 18 Q '

| , (sm |

Based on trizngular organization of Vi Inf Div, Lo unit has been
identified as a third regirment,

ke
11
95 TOE - 400
(561) O 68 WL Actual ~ 127 (/{ug 66)
| | e
— ! oo 0
7 (V2] @ g (v-3] O Hels (V1) ‘ G
6~75mm RR 4=120mm Yort 70 men
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Tl Grier of Bautle) to Inclosure 1 {Tatelligencea) 45 Combet

April 2014
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iR IACITICH STOFVETH Dot B 6N
—e —— - ‘-"-v‘ $ -.;:':-‘m"*:—"!

“‘." :?"." ™oL, we i T L] - . - - - -

S s . e g asy - Erigdde

Ty e e T T Ilin 1100 L0 W fitmed

win TN Ticie oW e AN N S0t Sa .

; -- w.\ i A2 LI LS N S o - el g o ’i

7th Pn, 00 Tagd =038, 230 9 ‘ul e
. ) o} =i = r: -\' ““J

&ih Ba, 1&C Regt Z087ES8 3CO 3 Sep b
oy ~ - -

9Yth Ba, 1388 Regh SR820525 320 10 €sp &

& o - AT Pkl ol - .~ a g g o
gfzh En, o8th VL Lrvy Tegl 5.7 120 12 ‘ug Confirrmed
:-u‘,hﬁBn. 48th NV. Lriy Rept 5H=G32/ L8 J, Aenorted
ist Co (375), 85Th VC LF Hn £06G2E475Q ~— 3 Sep !
<nd Co (220), 34n VO LT 3n 27530819 — i n
3rd Co (377;, 85th VC LF Bn TUOLiIED - : )

Lth Co (__), A5th Vi LF Bn ECI75395 —_— "
f};tb uF Bn Ba35L0 39 9 lug "
55(7 _® CGC740LL 1C0 25 sug ’

igs o .

D7 G CA0L0020 100 20 jug -
=207 Co CC117580 100 27 Jul "

t/I So 20073 g 3 Sep "

i on CBLe7Ss Rl -

Vo ke “on CallRTLO T 2% Gug !
caneyr liat M Rl = S .

o B T YllZLG — i &&n Protobla
ﬁ~vu “l-toons P TLTES — SE e 1"

vv Plat - 2 e = -
sl 'f’: - =O0R gres ~ - FUVIENS oo 1o
'S Pivtoon Crooss — ) i

ve Foa babal;

/T Co Tronzes — 32 iz ¥
310 VC 2n ZCR3EL —— 23 s .
U/1 Wa C 08 5.l '

/I MWK Co CL062.10  75-100 5 lug "

U/I VC Co

U/I VC Co

T/I VC Co

Recon Seatiion, 1E5 Regt
:,/E T Go

U/I Tm, 233 VA Rept
304 VC Co =
2 U/ KVA Cos
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Inclosure 2 (Operation Schematics) to Combat Operations After Action Report,

Operation JOHN PAUL JONES

Operation schematics for the three phases of the pperation are attached

as followss

CLO77L07
C0170330
C0195323
cale §3 55
G o2Le
CC1aLE
CL:2766
CCosed

TAB A = Phase I (21-30 July)

TAB B = Phase IT (30 July =

230 20 ia

15 August)

TAB C = Phase III (16 August - 5 September)
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Forty years ago
The Ist Brigade (S) 1015t Airborne Division
arrived in Viet Nam on July 29, 1965.
The odyssey continued
for the Nomads of Viet Nam.
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Issue #25 Issue #26 Issue #27 Issue #28 Issue #29 Issue #3
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EXTRACTION
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WE PRAYED WHEN AND WHERE WE COULD.

Issue #33

Issue #34

RAIN AT CHEO REO
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Issue #38

Issue #39

Issue #40
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REUNION REPORT
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STAND IN THE DOOR
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TIGEI FORCE COMM,
IMOUS MEDAL OF HONOR
FOR ACTIONS FERRUARY 7, 1966

=0=
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LOCAL BINING
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READY FOR COMBAT

Issue #43
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Issue #47

Issue #48
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“The ALWAYS FIRST Brigade
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SEHEMING BYBLE
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Issue #50

]
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The ALWAYS FIRST Bﬁgade

Windea Carried From The Banlefield

Issue #51

Issue #52

Issue #53

Issue #54
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WOUNDED

‘The ALWAYS FIRST Brigade

COMBAT
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The ALWAYS FIRST Brigade

FIRST BRIGADE (S)
COMMANDING GENERAL
TALKS TO TROOPER
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2% Golt Shirts
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May at, 1966
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SCREAMING EAGLE AT KONTUM

Tssue #61  Issue#62  Issue #63  Issue #64 Available

1st BRIGADE (SEPARATE) ITEMS FOR SALE

Quantity Item Order Form - Please Circle Size Needed or Number of Back Issue Cost

Logo cap $8.00 + $5.50 postage ($13.50) (Circle logo below)
VIETNAM ODYSSEY, $15.00 postpaid
BACK ISSUES of The Diplomat & Warrior 1, 2, 3,4 ($7.50 + $2.00 each)

BACK ISSUES of First Screaming Eagles in Viet Nam 5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13, 14,

15,16,17,18,19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38,
39,40,41,42,43,44,45,46,47, 48,49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64
($7.50 + $2.00 each)

Reprint of the December 1967 Screaming Eagle Magazine ($7.50 each postpaid)

Label quality sticker 4 inch diameter full color logo (4 labels $2.50 postpaid)

Decal for inside and outside view full color four inch round ($2.50 each postpaid)
Airborne Salute - Audio Cassette or CD_Circle One ($15.00 each postpaid)
First Brigade(S) Challenge Coin ($10.00 each postpaid)

First Brigade Scrapbook ($15.00 each postpaid)

White Ceramic 110z. Mug - First Brigade (S) Logo on 2 sides
$13.00 + $5.50 shipping ($18.50)

TOTAL
— ot ) 1075,

Circle the logo e e Sy,

you wish to have g} 5 3} =
on your cap i
Sy IMNES . i e ] Lago Oy

SHIP TO: Name
Address City State Zip

: Send check or money order made payable to: - The First Screaming E5g|es - P.0. Box 675 - Sweetwater, TN 37874-0675
No credit cards, e-mail or phone orders can be accepted. Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery - No returns accepted. Most orders shipped by
U.S. Postal Service Priority Mail. - ALL ORDERS outside U.S. add $6.00 per item.
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117Y2 North Main Street
Post Office Box 675
Sweetwater, TN 37874-0675
; Phone or FAX: 1-423-337-5983
E-mail: firstbrigades101magazine@yahoo.com
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1ST BRIGADE (SEPARATE) WEB SITE AT
http://firstscreamingeagles.org/
THE FIRST SCREAMING EAGLES IN VIET NAM
is published quarterly by Worrell Publications, Post Office Box 675, 117%
North Main Street, Sweetwater, Tennessee 37874-0675, as a service to
veterans who served in the 1st Brigade (Separate), 101st Airborne Division

from July 1965 through April 1968 and is mailed Standard Presort postage
paid under Postal Permit No. 210, Sweetwater, Tennessee 37874.

Opinions expressed by writers and the editor are entirely their own and
are not to be considered official expressions of any organization that
plans reunions and otherwise acts on behalf of veterans of the 1st Brigade
(Separate), 101st Airborne Division.

Advertisements for products and services do not constitute an endorsement
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risk. All material submitted will be copied and returned to the owner.
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any veteran of the 1st Brigade (Separate), 101st Airborne Division. Deadlines
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Deadline

Material to be published in the
July 2014 issue of
The First SCREAMING EAGLES in Viet Nam
is Due June 1st, 2014.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

Please fill out, cut out and mail to:

The First SCREAMING EAGLES in Viet Nam

Some Airborne Associations of
interest to 1st Brigade veterans

101st Airborne Division Association
Executive Secretary
32 Screaming Eagle Blvd.
P.O. Box 929
Fort Campbell, KY 42223-0929
Phone: 931-431-0199
FAX: 931-431-0195 ¢ E-mail: 101exec @comcast.net

INCOMING
101st Airborne Division Vietnam Veterans
Membership Chairman & Newsletter Editor
Dave Nesbitt » 970 Westfield Ct.
Sumter, SC 29154-9118
Phone: 803-494-9252 « E-mail: thegun60 @hotmail.com

THE AIRBORNE QUARTERLY
COL (R) William E. Weber
10301 McKinstry Mill Road
New Windsor, MD 21776-7903
Phone: 410-775-7733
FAX: 410-775-7760  E-mail: eaglel87 @direcway.com

320th Airborne FA Association
Tom Walinski, Webmaster
1411 Princess
Sabal Point, FLL 34119
Phone: 239-896-7037
E-mail: 320thvnvet6566 @comcast.net
Webmaster @320thfieldartilleryassociation.org

____________________________________________

HELP TO GET A FRIEND ON THE MAILING LIST
PLEASE SEND INFORMATION TO:

| P.0.Box 675, Sweetwater, TN 37874-0675 '\ 1 NAME E
' CORRECT ADDRESS beginning (Date) ++ MAILING ADDRESS :
" . -  CITY STATE ZIP :
' MAILING ADDRESS P !
E CITY STATE zZIp E E HOME PHONE: UNIT: g
E HOME PHONE: WORK PHONE: E E !
1 1  FROM TO: :
, FAX: P MONTH/YEAR MONTH/YEAR :
' E-MAIL : : "
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FIRST RENEWAL NOTICE
FOR APRIL 2014 EXPIRATIONS

Please check the address on the back cover of this magazine. If the date on the right of the

If your mailing address shows this date:

John Doe
Mailing Address

City, State Zip Unit And Dates ? - 04/14

last line is 04/14 this is your last magazine until you renew your subscription. Subscription
renewal ($30.00 for (1) year), now, will assure that you do not miss an issue of this chronicle
of the history of the ALWAYS FIRST BRIGADE in Viet Nam. The date shown indicates the
date of the final magazine you will receive with your current subscription. Please complete
changes only. Your address label is on the other side of this form. For overseas postage add

$20.00 per year.
(PLEASE PRINT)
NAME ADDRESS
CITY STATE ZIP
PHONE (H) PHONE (W) EXT
FAX E-MAIL
COMPANY BATTALION BRIGADE DIVISION 101ST ABN.DIV___
I SERVED IN THE 1ST BRIGADE (S) FROM TO
MONTH/YEAR MONTH/YEAR

ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION $30.00

AMOUNT ENCLOSED - $

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: The First SCREAMING EAGLES
MAIL TO: P.O. BOX 675, SWEETWATER, TN 37874-0675

(No Credit Cards Please) Phone/Fax (423) 337-5983 E-MAIL: firstbrigades01magazine @yahoo.com

Following Is A Short Description Of The Contents Of This Magazine.

WARD JUST ...... PAGES 1-4
‘Ain’t Nobody Been Walking This Trail But Charlie Cong’is a
full page story, with pictures, in The Washington Post, Sunday,
Jan. 28, 1973, by Ward Just.

DMOR FIRST BRIGADE PAGES5 & 6
Latest First Brigade veterans to become Distinguished
Members of the 327" Infantry Regiment.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooo

THE RANGER CREED PAGE 7
What the Ranger Creed means to COL (R) Ralph Puckett,
2/502 CO 7/67- 3/68, who now serves as the Honorary Colonel
of the Ranger Regiment.

FATE UNKNOWN PAGE 8
A new book by Galen G. Mitchell, 1/327 A 6/65-5/66, about
his and some of his friends Viet Nam experiences. Look for
excerpts from the book in future issues.

OBITUARY
The obituary of Albert “Josh” Lucas (1/327 ABU 7/66-7/67).

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR .............c...... PAGES 9-12
Messages believed to be of interest to most subscribers sent by
Brigade Viet Nam Veterans and others.

April 2014

The First Screaming Eagles in Viet Nam

BATTLE OF AN PHU PAGES 13 & 14
This battle will be covered in the book COL (R) Lawrence A.
Redmond, 2/327 A 5/67-2/68, is working on.

.............................

PARATROOPERS BEING DROPPED ............. PAGE 15
Story about reduction in number of Army troops on
jump status.

THE DIPLOMAT AND WARRIOR ........ PAGES 17 -22
Volume 1, Number 4 published June 17, 1966. A list of those
mentioned in this edition and are in the magazine database is
on page 16. This is the first edition published after Operation
Hawthorne in the mountains near Dak To.

SUBSCRIBERS’ LIST ....cccceeeeurccnecraecancnnees PAGES 23 -25
Addresses of a new subscriber, renewing subscribers, address
changes and a bad address. Please help if you know of those
who served in the Brigade who are not subscribers.

OPERATION JOHN PAUL JONES ........ PAGES 26 - 32

Inclosures to the Operation John Paul Jones After Action
Report that was featured in the January issue.
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office has no capability to pre-program address

Phone & Fax: (423) 337-5983 IF YOUR changes. A change of address is required each
. . : MAILING : - -
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2/502 RECON 6/67-10/67 - 4/14

News In The Field

From the scrapbook of COL(R) Gerry Morse, 1/327 C.O. 7/67-7/68




