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On Memorial Day, MAJ(R) Ivan Worrell, INFO OFF 5/66-5/67, Editor
and Publisher of THE FIRST SCREAMING EAGLES in VIET NAM lays a
wreath, as a memorial to First Brigade (Separate) troopers who died when
the brigade was in combat and those who have died since the brigade’s
battles have ceased.
The Memorial Day activities sponsored by the National
Capital Area Chapter were a fitting memorial to Screaming
Eagles who have soared and a tribute to those who now
serve whether at Fort Campbell, or in Afghanistan with a
very special emphasis on the wounded eagles now being
treated in hospitals and clinics and those who have returned
to civilian life to live with disabilities. The chapter officers
and membership had a great plan for ceremonies at the
most meaningful monuments that were very interesting
for the first time attendee as well as for those who have
attended year after year.

I find myself, as editor and publisher of this magazine,
in an embarrassing position. In the April issue I did not
edit the Letters to the Editor very well and let a sentence
at the end of a letter by Grady Jones, that I should have
removed, be printed. This produced a number of letters
taking issue with the assessment Grady made of those who
found fault with David Hackworth. Grady sent a letter
of apology which will not be published. Enough that he
has apologized I do not wish this to drag on with answers
to his apology. I know that some personal animosities

This magazine is produced by and for veterans of the ALWAYS
FIRST BRIGADE who served in the brigade from July 1965
through April 1968. The publication will chronicle the military
history and accomplishments of veterans who served, as well as
units that were assigned, attached or supported the brigade. The
editor solicits material about the brigade for use in the magazine and
for future publication in a book that will contain a comprehensive
history of the brigade.

Another goal of the editor is to lead an initiative to place a
monument, to honor members of the brigade, at the Wings of
LIBERTY Military Museum at Fort Campbell, Kentucky (the
museum will be located on the Tennessee side of Fort Campbell.
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exist in our First Brigade band of brothers and do not wish
to fill this magazine with expressions of personal angst
directed against those who served in the Brigade by other
brigade veterans.

I plan to go to the Cold Steel Cobra Reunion in Crossville
this next weekend and look forward to posting material
about it in the October magazine. Ken and Angie Ihle are,
without fail, great hosts.

Those of you who sent in a renewal after June 1% will not
find your names listed in the renewal section of the July
issue. They will be published in the October magazine. I
am trying to find a way to publish more timely information
about those who have renewed and hope to have better
coverage in future publications.

The First Screaming Eagle website guestbook has been
violated by malicious hackers and will be closed for a
while so a new guestbook may be installed.

The First Brigade license plate with magnets is no longer
available because the glue that should hold the magnet to
the plastic plate no longer holds. I do not expect this item
to return.

The 66th Annual Reunion of the 101 Airborne Division
Association will be held in Lexington, Kentucky on
August 17-21, 2011. Make sure you sign up by August 2™
to receive the discounted hotel rates. For more information
contact the Executive Secretary & Treasurer of the 101st
Airborne Division Association, 32 Screaming Eagle Blvd,
P.O. Box 929, Fort Campbell, KY 42223-0929 call (931)
431-0199 or e-mail 101exec@comcast.net.

Be sure to note the announcement, on page 28, by MAJ(R)
Walter W. Jackson, 1/327 C 7/67-6/68, about the 2012
Brigade Reunion in conjunction with the 101* Airborne
Division Association Reunion in Nashville, Tennessee.

Please note all the material sent by readers used to
make this magazine. If you have photos, published
material, or your own story please send it to be used in
the only magazine about the First Brigade (Separate)
in Viet Nam. g g
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OBSERVATIONS

OF A

PLATOON LEADER

PART I OF III PARTS

Captain Patrick H. Graves, USA
Former platoon leader, lst Battalion 327th Infantry

Foreword by Bri_gadicr General Willard Pearson, USA
Former commander of the 1st Brigade, 101st Division

The war in Vietnam is a small unit leader’s war. Day
after day troops move out on search and destroy opera-
tions to find the enemy. This movement to contact and
the meeting engagement are the most frequent type op-
erations. Once the enemy is found in the dense jungle
he is engaged initially by squads and platoons. In some
cases these contacts develop into battalion, brigade and
division-sized operations. The majority, however, are
small unit actions where the training, discipline and ini-
tiative of the individual soldier and his platoon leader
spell the difference between success or failure.
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In the accompanying article, Captain Graves writes
from experience following a successful tour of leading
troops in the jungles of Vietnam. He sets forth some
practical observations on the fighting in Vietnam from
the viewpoint of a platoon leader. It provides an insight
to the problems encountered by small unit leaders. This
article is rich in ideas. It should stimulate tactical inno-
vations on how to fight the guerrilla. Those small unit
leaders who read this article will better prepare them-
selves for a tour of duty in Vietnam—Brigadier Gen-
eral Willard Pearson.
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N ANY combat situation, the leader is the control cen-
I ter. He makes an estimate of the situation, decides
on a course of action, and directs his unit to comple-
tion of the mission. Whether these actions take place in
a few minutes under the roar of a fire fight or in hours
of deliberate planning, the leader is the control center.

In Vietnam, small unit actions are prevalent. Conse-
quently, the squad and platoon leaders share a greater
burden of combat activity. They are the control centers
and their units’ actions are their responsibility.

The following accumulation of information is offered
to aid the small unit leader; it provides experience and
information which directly concerns the squad and pla-
toon leaders in Vietnam:

First of all, there are four distinct classes of terrain
in Vietnam—the central highlands, the flat coastal
areas, the delta region, and the jungle. Each area has
its peculiar advantages and disadvantages to the Infan-
try unit.

dense vegetation

The central highlands, as found around An Khe, re-
quire extensive use of the file formation since the un-
dergrowth is so thick. Although the terrain is dominated
by mountains providing excellent navigational aids, the
mountains break into hills and deep stream beds which
contain the densest vegetation in the area which limits
movement to a crawl. Also, the numerous mountain
passes provide excellent ambush sites. Occasional open
areas consist of cultivated land or fields of elephant
grass.

Control is difficult in the thick vegetation of the cen-
tral highlands. A unit’s point team can provide frontal
security and perform trail-blazer duties. Flank security
proves unsatisfactory because such elements are diffi-
cult to control and require cutting three paths as op-
posed to one. Noise is a factor here. Observation is
often limited to several meters, and fields of fire are
nonexistent—factors which do not favor the enemy am-
bush on other than well defined routes.

In the flat coastal areas, completely different terrain
is encountered; therefore, tactics and formations must
be altered. In these flat areas between mountains un-
hampered vision may exist for thousands of meters.
Rivers, streams, and canals, often unfordable, are plen-
tiful; although they are comparatively narrow, canals
present a great obstacle due to the water depth and foli-
age along the banks. Fords are frequent but must be
used with caution. Bridges made of bamboo poles laced
together with vine are more common than concrete or
wood structures.

Villages built above the rice paddies dot the entire
area. Access to the larger villages is by well defined
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roads and trails, while foot paths along dikes bordering
the paddies lead to the smaller villages.

The flat coastal areas are not entirely made up of
rice paddies. In some areas, around Phan Thiet, Phan
Rang, and Cam Ranh Bay for example, the flat land
has more contours and consists of sparse scrub and few
trees which resembles to a great degree the western
United States. The density of vegetation increases as
one draws closer to the bordering mountain ranges, but
observation in the area generally is excellent.

It is well to keep in mind that the rice regions of
Vietnam are not cénfined to any particular area. They
exist inland and on the coast, and can be found border-
ing almost any river or stream where ample flat terrain
exists.

Rice paddies are dangerous because they afford the
enemy excellent observation and fields of fire. Since the
paddy is flooded much of the time, movement through
them is slow, noisy, and—during the rainy season—
very dangerous. To run in the flooded rice paddy is al-
most impossible. '

During the dry season, when the paddies have been
plowed, movement is hampered by the roughness of the
ground and is almost as difficult an obstacle to traverse
as the wet rice paddy.

speed movement

To add speed to movement, dikes may be used pro-
vided the route is not restricted to one dike. However,
dikes are dangerous because they are often narrow re-
quiring constant attention to where one walks; thus, as
one moves along a dike, his observation of the sur-
rounding terrain tends to be neglected. Also, well trav-
ersed dikes which provide a high speed approach may
often be mined.

In the open terrain of the flat coastal areas, the
wedge and echelon formations are most useful. The file
and column also may be used if proper flank and point
security is pushed well out. Unless movement is con-
ducted at night, troops must be disciplined to disperse
in the open areas.

The Delta Region most closely resembles the rice
paddy areas. Here, though, water is more abundant and
canals, streams and rivers are influenced by tidal
changes. Many marsh areas exist and present a formid-
able obstacle to foot and vehicular movement, while
sugar cane brakes and pineapple drops are found in
more abundance here than in the coastal regions.

In and around War Zones C and D west of Ben Cat
and north of Bien Hoa, much of the jungle terrain in
Vietnam is encountered. The jungle may be grouped
into two distinct types of growth: primary and second-
ary. The primary jungle growth consists of trees often
1967
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250 feet high, whose canopy blocks out sunshine and
prolongs a heavy rain into a steady trickle on the jungle
floor lasting long after the rain has subsided.

The absence of this canopy gives way to dense veg-
etation, or the secondary growth. Movement is rapid
where the primary jungle growth, or canopy, exists as
compared to movement through secondary jungle.

The file formation finds frequent use in the jungle
since control is a major concern and all movement in
the jungle resembles movement in the dense vegeta-
tion of the central highlands.

Because clear areas are scarce in the jungle and
other densely vegetated terrain, landing zones are
marked in the same manner as rallying points. Cutting
an LZ is difficult and time consuming without the
proper equipment and even then, this is done only with
a great effort,

No matter what area of Vietnam or type of terrain a
unit is operating in, a professional understanding and
practical use of map reading and navigation are essen-
tial to the accomplishment of the mission. The junior
officer who is proficient in map reading and navigation
is a most notable asset to his unit whether it be US or
South Vietnamese.

Units have been fortunate to have excellent maps—
scaled 1 :50,000—of operational areas of Vietnam.
These are supplemented by aerial photographs of larger
scales when available. Map accuracy in some areas has
been compromised by time; however, large terrain fea-
tures, as a rule, are accurate for navigational purpose-
as are villages and rice paddies. Still, map errors do
exist and this should be considered, espec.zlly wien
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using fire support.

A good map reconnaissance is invaluable to any mis-
sion and should be included as an integral part of the
planning phase. Such a reconnaissance does not stop at
squad leader level but is conducted with each member
of the unit if possible. The map reconnaissance is most
effective in conjunction with an aerial reconnaissance.

The compass finds extensive use in all areas of Viet-
nam. In the jungle and other densely vegetated areas
where noticeable landmarks do not exist or are not ob-
servable, one must rely solely on the compass and pace
for navigation, and it is desirable to issue a compass
down to each fire team leader. Once in a semi-
permanent or permanent base area, a unit should set
up a compass check and pace course.

The platoon leader who does not use and trust his
non-commissioned officers with the map is creating a
problem for himself. Most senior NCOs have had many
years of experience in map reading and navigation and
they can offer much assistance.

The tactics used by US forces in Vietnam are, for the
most part, conventional. Many officers seem to feel that
duty in Vietnam means divorcing oneself from all
former instruction on tactics. This is not true. Although
the peculiarities of the war in Vietnam have resulted in
the revision of certain tactics and the creation of new
tactics, basic Infantry tactics form the foundation for
any operation or action.

In a guerrilla infested area, the leader must keep one
principle in mind at all time—security. It is mandatory
to move with point, flank and rear security teams out

0

" the terrain permits. The rear security element
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drops back from the formation periodically to detect
and destroy a trailing enemy.

The formations used in movement in Vietnam are
not new. They are the ones learned and used through-
out the Army—the file, column, wedge, vee, and eche-
lon. These conventional formations are effective even
against an unconventional enemy, if the important prin-
ciple—security—is remembered.

The difficulty of movement in the dense vegetation
common to the central highlands and jungle can be les-
sened by the proper selection of routes prior to a mis-
sion. Avoid crossing compartments because this type of
movement is time consuming and tiring. Instead, plan
routes along ridge lines and other arteries. Stream beds
and river banks provide high speed avenues of advance,
and time limitations often make the use of these routes
mandatory to accomplish the mission.

old proverbh

The old proverb derived from past experience in
guerrilla warfare—never use roads and trails—has a
sequel that applies here: Never use roads and trails
unless the movement can be secured.

During movement, more often than not, the enemy
will be encountered in small numbers. At times, when
he believes security is lacking or when he is trapped or
surprised or enjoys superiority in number, the enemy
will attack or allow engagement. The sniper is a good
example of the type of small unit action frequently en-
countered.

The mission of the sniper varies, but most often he
is employed to harass. The sniper, though, is used in
areas where enemy strength is nominal, and where he
can demonstrate to the inhabitants that the Viet Cong
can resist a larger government or US force. Primarily,
such light resistance is for propaganda purposes.

In a delaying mission, the sniper can be very effec-
tive, for a single sniper can hold up a greatly superior
force while his comrades withdraw. Often, the sniper is
utilized as bait to draw a force into a prepared ambush.

The effectiveness of the sniper depends on the type
of enemy and the terrain. When the enemy is greatly
outnumbered or when his experience and equipment
make him other than a regular, he will usually engage
at ranges which will allow him to retreat immediately
after initiating the action. Main force Viet Cong and
NVA snipers, who are bolder and possess better weap-
aas, will allow forces to approach close to their position
before opening fire. Obviously the latter sniper is more
effective and casualties are higher for opposing forces.

Terrain plays a role here, too. The open areas found
in the flat rice regions are critical danger areas. Here,
well emplaced small forces and snipers can take ad-
vantage of rivers and canals to delay a larger unit. Cn
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the other hand, densely vegetated areas force the en-
emy to engage at much closer ranges.
To destroy the sniper, closure must be executed with

speed and aggressiveness, for the sniper is usually pre-
pared to escape on preplanned routes. Thus, fire and
maneuver come into play—fire to pin the sniper in
place while a manecuver element closes to destroy him.
Grenade launchers should be used to the utmost, their
fires concentrated on trees and other suspected sniper
locations.

Aggressiveness is often the key to success or failure
in destroying a sniper; but, be cautious not to over-
react to the sniper and be drawn into a baited ambush.
A unit adept in rapidly neutralizing snipers can dis-
courage ambush tactics in a particular area.

Artillery and mortar support may be employed; such
support, though, requires time to obtain and adjust—
valuable time which slows rapid closure. Heavy support
to close off suspected avenues of withdrawal is usually
neither needed nor desired in engagements with the
sniper unless fire and maneuver cannot be executed.

Fire and maneuver or mcvement demand special
consideration. These are the most basic of tactical les-
sons—the first learned in training but often the first for-
gotten in combat. The basic unit action of firc and
maneuver is the immediate solution to almost any com-
bat situation involving an cngagement with the encmy.
This lesson has often been violated to the point of being
absurd.

proper execution

In the Vietnam war, two of the most common mis-
sions assigned to the small Infantry unit are the search
mission and the movement to contact mission. Proper
execution of the search mission requires adequate time.
while the latter is concerned with contact and pursuit,
and therefore is conducted quite rapidly.

The following example presents itself many times. A
unit receives fire from a village or inhabited arca. Upon
closing on the village it is found that the encmy has
fled. The question which now confronts the leader is
whether to pursue the enemy or to search and secure
the village. In a guerrilla war, the goal is to gain and
maintain contact; thus, the unit should pursue.

If there is reason to suspect that the village may con-
tain supplies and weapons for the enemy or intelligence
data about him, a unit may leave a security force in the
village to deny it to the enemy while the remainder of
the force moves to contact. The separation of forces
should not be made over a great distance unless each
group is strong enough to sustain itself. Remember
heie, as in the case of the sniper, that over-reaction is
wangerous and can lead into ambush.

The syst.matic and thorough search of a village is
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rarely conducted because time is limited or the situa-
tion requires pursuit of the enemy; however, if the mis-
sion dictates a search, sufficient time must be allocated
to make the search thorough.

In a search of a village, the mine detector is excel-
lent to locate hidden weapons and supplies as well as

mines and booby traps. The enemy will often hide his
weapon in a nearby rice paddy, well or dung heap. He
then carries on normal activity in the presence of
troops. Unless located, the weapon later will be cleaned
and used again,

During village clearing operations, villagers are used
to precede point elements through the village, for they
will avoid booby traps and any concealed enemy. Too,
if the absence of children is noted, this is a good indica-
tion of enemy activity nearby, and a unit should exer-
cise caution, observation, and alertness.

Village huts may contain bunkers for protection
against artillery or bunkers may be outside, close to a
hut. If a bunker is to be destroyed, make certain that
no civilians are hiding inside; and smoke or tear gas are
good means to drive persons from a bunker. The same
results are obtained by indicating in the presence of vil-
lagers that a grenade will be thrown into the bunker.
This will encourage villagers into talking friends and
perhaps enemy from an underground shelter.

Never make the mistake of believing everything
found belongs to the enemy. For example, if a large
amount of rice is located in a hut, the search party must
estimate the amount required to feed the civilian family
present until the next rice harvest. The remainder may
be extracted or destroyed as orders dictate. Viet Cong
rice taxes are heavy but villagers are usually allowed
to retain enough to sustain themselves.

Burning or dumping rice in a stream are two of the
most effective methods for destroying it, although burn-
ing rice is difficult without fuel. A white phosphorus
grenade will only char the surface grain. As a last re-
sort, the rice may be scattered over the ground.

ambush

Another common mission for the small unit is the
ambush. For .example, the night ambush is used fre-
quently outside the defensive perimeter. Good ambush
habits must be established early in a unit's training in
order for the trap to be effective. Light and noise dis-
cipline is a major problem compounded by the fre-
quency of ambush missions and the infrequency of con-
tact. Such frustration lends itself to the impatience of
the soldier.

Each ambush mission must be initiated with the be-
lief there will be a kill. The planning must be thor-
ough and precise since poor preparation serves to in-
crease the soldier’s indifference to the mission. The

planning phase of the ambush, however, is often short-
ened by last-minute missions; therefore, SOPs must be
established to lessen the time required by a unit in pre-
paring for a mission.

A reconnaissance is an absolute necessity, for a lack
of knowledge of the terrain will cause confusion at the
ambush site and often will lead to the selection of a
poor location. If a leader’s reconnaissance is not possi-
ble during the planning phase, it may be conducted as
the unit moves into the area. This technique is espe-
cially useful when danger of enemy or native observa-
tion of movement into the ambush site exists. The en-
tire unit is then able to observe the proposed location as
the patrol moves through an area. The patrol then
moves to a location preferably at some distance away
to plan the layout of the ambush.

The ambush must be conducted with aggressiveness
and speed. With special care in placement, explosives
and automatic weapons play a decisive role. Claymores
are ideal for the ambush and are used by both security
and killer elements. Detonating cord is effective when
laid linearly over suspected routes of escape from the
killing zone.

fire support

Fire support is an important part of a successful am-
bush and must be included in the planning phase. This
reduces the vulnerability of the flanks and rear of a po-
sition and secures the withdrawal. Registering concen-
trations on the proposed ambush location will compro-
mise its intended use, and is seldom accomplished.

Two other situations also are worthy of note: cross-
ing open areas and breeching minefields. Rice paddies
and other flat terrain present the problem of crossing
large open areas. Such areas are always considered
danger areas, and any movement across them is con-
ducted only as a last resort and then with utmost cau-
tion, using all available cover and concealment. Very
large open areas, of course, may be crossed with little
danger, if the selected route is out of effective range of
possible enemy locations.

If a danger area must be crossed, the move should
be covered with all available supporting fires.

Open areas also present a formidable problem when
a unit attempts to close with the enemy. And the rule
is not to close with a well entrenched enemy, who com-
mands excellent fields of fire, without first utilizing ar-
tillery and air support. After, or in conjunction with this
support, a unit should close with and destroy the encmy.

Unmarked minefields do exist in Vietnam, some left
by the French over a decade ago, others of more recent
vintage. In breeching these obstacles, existing trails or
cattle paths should be used, even though those routes
might be covered by enemy fire. ]
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Faster Than A Speeding M-79 Round
By Bill Carpenter, Tiger Force HHC 1/327th Abn Inf 1966-67

Anyone who has ever served in combat for a substantial amount of
time. has probably been witness to a situation where you may cheer
your enemy and hope he makes it out of an almost sure death. The
following incident happened west of Phan-Thiet RVN during late
February of 1967.

16 June 1967 — Choppers from 176" Attack Helicopter Company moving troops from
B Company 1/327 and Tiger Force. Chopper on left would blow up seconds later,
killing three and wounding all aboard.

If T forget any of those present in regards to the following story, I
apologize but after 45 years the memory gets a little rusty. I have
included the names of the members of Tiger Force HHC 1/327
I** Bde 101* Abn Div. The following story started out as a violent
combat contact and ended with the Tigers laughing, clapping and
cheering on the enemy.

We were on a combat patrol being led by Sgt Santana Carnero. There
was an old French road in the area. The surface of the road was long
gone. All of the small
bridges on the road =
had been blown by |
the enemy to prevent
vehicle traffic by the
ARVN and American
forces.

The day was a perfect,
beautiful day. It was
late morning, warm
but not broiling hot.
Along side the trail
we were walking on
was a small clear
stream. We decided
to take a break, have
some chow and fill
our canteens with the
clear water. The canteens were filled in a two-man operation. One
man would collect the team’s canteens, string them on a strap or short

TIGERS — Butch Kobberman on left clowns for photo, a
super soldier and point man from Lincoln, Kansas. Tiger
on right I can 't remember first name, but last name was
Cobberly, a southern boy and good soldier.
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piece of rope.
The water party
would keep their
bodies concealed
by  vegetation,
if possible, only
putting their
hand in the water
to fill the canteen
while, the other
man would
provide security,
watching  that
they were not
surprised by the
enemy.

When the water
party returned to
the trail, we took
a chow break.
We were waiting
on further orders
from

Richard “Doc” Hise in Song Ve Valley morning of 16
Brigade June 1967.

HQ as to where

to continue the patrol. We had received some of the new freeze
fried Long Range Patrol Rations. You simply added water, boiling
preferred, stirred. folded the plastic bag over and waited a few
minutes. The rations would then be soft enough to eat.

To heat the water you simply took a small ball of C-4 plastique
explosives placed it in a small C-ration can, light it with a lighter
and take a canteen cup of water. In less than a minute you would
have boiling water. As we were setting up a 360-degree perimeter to
take our break. shooting started.

We had removed our rucksacks and had our weapons lying on our
rucksacks. I’m not sure who fired the first shot but some of the Tigers
present were Jim Rasor, Philadelphia, PA; Butch Clyde Kobberman,
a super field soldier and one of the best point man in the Tigers.
Butch was a former rodeo cowboy from Lincoln, Kansas.

We had been in our present location for approximately 2 hour.
Another trail intersected our position from a 90-degree angle. As we
were moving off the trail to conceal ourselves, an NVA burst from
the side of the trail bank. He must have been sleeping or just hiding.
He was in complete NVA uniform having a rucksack and weapon.
He took off running at a very high rate of speed leaving his rucksack
and weapon. To say he took us by surprise was an understatement.

Several of the Tigers got on line and began firing on this speeding
NVA. I can attest that Budda was very much on his side as M-16
fire was kicking up dust all around this individual. Those firing their
M-16s soon needed to change magazines. By this time the soldier
was at least 100 meters away.

While the other Tigers were changing magazines, my old buddy
“Hardrock” Steve Hoult from Danville, Illinois, stepped forward
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with an M-79
grenade  launcher
that he was carrying
on this patrol. To
those who may not
be familiar with
an M-79 — it was
approximately
2 Y% foot long and
worked on the same
principle as a single
shot shotgun.

Steve had the M-79
loaded with a HE
(high  explosive)
round which could
be fired out to
around 350 meters.
It was an excellent
weapon with a
lethal burst radius of
around five meters.

Left to right: Bill Carpenter — Rayland, Ohio. Steve Hoult
— Danville, Illinois (now Jacksonville, NC).

E

William L. Carpenter, 1/327 HHC TF 12/66-12/67, and Steve Hoult, 1/327 HHC T.F.
9/66-9/67, at a Week of the Eagles celebration at Fort Campbell, Kentucky.

Steve told the other Tigers not to fire anymore and let him try with
the M-79.

To this day I don’t believe I have ever seen anyone run so fast. Steve
brought the M-79 to his shoulder and fired. On a sunny day if you
are standing on the correct angle you can see the M-79 round in
flight. The Tigers stood watching. We could tell the M-79 round was
going to be close.

The M-79 round impacted almost directly on the NVA soldier’s
heels. In the explosion, it looked like something out of Hollywood
not Viet Nam.

The NVA soldier was blown several feet into the air. It almost
appeared to be in slow motion. The NVA did a complete 360-degree
loop in the air, his feet running the entire time. He hit the ground
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Bill Carpenter — Rayland, Ohio. Photo at Phan Rang Airfield, he deployed to Phan
Thiet RUN — Feb 1967.

feet first, running out of his truck tire sandals. Ho Chi Minh — Jump
Boots.

He then vaulted a log across the trail and disappeared into the brush.
At this point all firing ceased and much laughter and applause
ensued. We moved forward and inspected the area where the M-79
exploded. On the ground was the NVA’s sandals but not a drop of
blood anywhere in the area.

I hope this warrior survived the war. We may have been on
opposite sides but he was still a warrior. If he is alive today and his
grandchildren ask him what he did in the war, I hope he will tell
them this story and that his final days will be spent in peace trying to
forget the horrors of war a long time ago.

1st Brigade (S) CHALLENGE COIN

This challenge coin is a beautiful example of taking a great
design and having skilled artists produce a coin that any unit
would be proud of. Designed by Roger M. John [1/327 C 7/67-
12/68] for the 9th Biennial 1st Brigade (S) Reunion in Phoenix,
Arizona in September of 2004, it is appropriate for any use or
time because it is not identified with that reunion.

See order form on page 34
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William V. Larsen, 2/327 B ELT 65-7/66, 442 Otisco Drive, Westfield,
NJ 07090-2716, (908) 233-2217 sent the following article.

Enclosed find my check to continue subscription of “The First
Screaming Eagles in Viet Nam™ quarterly. It has been a GAS to
read in addition to being an invaluable resource for a lot of us to
reconnect since the “NOMAD” days.

Firebase Ripcord

Also enclosed is an article from one of the local newspapers here
in New Jersey reporting on a recent reunion of “former Army
Paratroopers of the 101* Airborne Division” who defended Firebase
Ripcord over a 4-month period in 1970. Ripcord was located in the
A Shau Valley, a neighborhood familiar to us in 1965-66. Among
those killed at Ripcord were Weiland Norris, brother of popular
actor Chuck Norris and Lt Robert Kalsu, an offensive lineman for
the Buffalo Bills. He was the only professional athlete to die in Viet
Nam.

I have a problem with one of the statements reporter Carol Comegno
makes in the news article. Second paragraph states, in part, “the battle
of Ripcord, the 10" worst U.S. defeat of the Vietnam War.” Defeat?
I doubt the paratroopers who fought there consider it a defeat. What
were the other nine (9) defeats? I think we might contact this reporter
and set her straight that we never accept defeat — “NUTS” comes to
mind. Her E-mail address is: ccomegno@camden.gannet.com

Ray Lake recently drove over to our house where we viewed 35
mm color slides we’d taken from arrival on the floating vomitorium,
“Leroy Eltinge,” to happy departure a year later in the summer of 66.
It is amazing, in hindsight, just how much of Vietnam’s geography
we left our bootprints on. Ray came across two (2) dusty boxes
of slides he’d never seen. Turned out they were photos he’d taken
in and around Tuy Hoa. We were surprised to note that Ray and
I hadn’t changed a bit in 45 years. (Sure) What ever happened to
the “Pirates of the Caribbean” French cannon dug up on that God-
awful mountaintop? We rope block and tackled that sucker up to
the crest where a heavy lift chopper hooked it up and slung it back
to Tuy Hoa Airbase. Last I remember some enterprising welder
had constructed a steel carriage complete with wheels which the
cannon, nicely cleaned up, was proudly mounted upon. It sat at the
top of the steps that led to the officers’ tents. Ray and I recalled
when we would hear this creepy deep toned gong or bell being rung
somewhere way off in the distance from where we were perched on
that mountaintop. Sure enough, that very night Charley would attack
and try and drive us off. At first light we would find unexploded
bamboo handled NVA hand grenades — duds littered all around us.
We’d mark them by ringing them with C-Ration toilet paper so we
would not inadvertently set them off.

{ remember Dennis Reeves was one who gave his life on that
mountain. Dennis had planned to buy a brand new 1966 red
convertible Fiat Spider in California at the end of his tour. We were
to drive it cross-country and I was designated his co-pilot.

“Where do you live Bill?” Dennis asked me. “Brooklyn, New York.”
I replied. “Cool Bill, I'll drop you off, it’s on the way,” Dennis
would say. He carried the car’s color brochure in his pack. Dennis
was at his post as RTO in the mountaintop commo bunker that night
when Charley ended Dennis’ dream by lobbing a satchel charge in
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through the gun slit. He’s one of many we will all remember as the
real heroes of this world. Dennis Lee Reeves is panel 06E, Line 113,
at the Wall in Washington, DC.

Ivan, “Live Long and Prosper” as you do one hell of a great job with
keeping our memories alive.

Airborne, Bill Larsen, 2/327/B Eltinge 65-66

Editor’s Note: Ripcord is a battle fought long past the days of First
Brigade (Separate) but some veterans of the Abways First Brigade
were part of the action. The Ripcord story is an important part of
the letter written by William V. Larsen. 5]

April, 1966

Cave Exploring
Is Deadly Game

For 101st Troops

TUY HOA. Vietnam (IO)—Troopers of the 101st
Airborne’s “Screaming Eagles” has taken up spelunking.

The art of spelunking—or cave exploring—was widely
practiced in Southeast Asia during the World War II
when the Allies had to dig the enemy forces out of caves
and tunnel systems.

The time is different, there are some new faces, but

spelunking is still the same. —

This year it is the Viet Cong ||
who are dug-in.

The 10ist’s 327th Inf. found
caves and a tunnel system in the
mountains of the Tuy Hoa re-
gion of Phu Yen, a province in
central Vietnam. The discovery
was made during a search and
destroy mission; a part of the
101st’s Operation Harrison.

B Co. of the 327th was assigned
the job of digging-out the inhabhi-
tants of the cave complex and
then ‘“‘spelunking’” their way
through the maze of tunnels.

But the Viet Cong were insistent
that their eviction not come off,
and so stuck it out for three days.
And for three days B Co. called
in artillery and air strikes.

On the third day, the troops
entered the complex. Some
weapons and equipment were
found in the entrance. Inside,
booby-traps slowed the project
considerably.

At a point 100 feet from the
surface, 92 individual and crew

[

—

This white ceramic
11 ounce mug has the
First Brigade (S) logo

on two sides.

Sir e S000es40s
cordg_ egraph mtriments | SHPPINg CArOUE™ the
goé:g]tenTt:ines W. Price of Ocean US POStal SGI'VICC %
City, NJ., B Co. commander, total of $17.95.

said after the caves had been
cleared and all the equipment
removed, ‘“There are enough
weapons here to resupply an en-
tire company. Give us five more
caves like this one and the VC
around here will effectively be
out of the war.”

See order form on Page 34.
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Photo provided
This 1970 photo shows Mount Lau-

rel resident Frank Marshall in the A
Shau Valley in South Vietnam.

By CAROL COMEGNO
Courier-Post Staff

MOUNT LAUREL

The emotional bear hugs lasted
far Jonger than a moment — as if
the Vietnam veterans greeting one
another couldn’t let go,

For former Army paratroopers
of the 101st Airborne Division, it
had been more than 40 years since
they last saw some of the men with
whom they shared combat at the
Battle of Ripcord, the 10th worst
U.S. defeat of the Vietnam war.

Eleven of the men were reunited
earlier this month at Prospector's
Grille in Mount Laurel. .

Some of them had fought during

four months of battles in 1970
against the North Vietnamese Ar-
my to defend Ripcord, a U.S. fire-
base atop a 2,800-foot high moun-
tain that towered over jungle in the
remote A Shau Valley of northern
South Vietnam.

In a deadly firefight on July 22,
the 76 members of Alpha Compa-
ny/2nd-506th Infantry suffered 14
fatalities and 56 wounded. Only six
men went unharmed.

The little-publicized Ripcord
campaign cost 248 American lives
between March and July 23, accord-
ing to government statistics, and
ended with evacuation of the base.

See RIPCORD, Page 13A

COWBOY KENN/For the Courier-Post

Fred Gilbert (left) and Joseph Baggett meet for the first
time in 41 years as Frank Marshall looks on.

Photo provided

COWBOY KENN/For the Courier-Post

Members of Frank Marshall's squad right before they tried to open the firebase Ri
on March 12, 1970. (Back row from left) Orvil Koger, James Hill, Joe Evans,

onsen, (middle row from left) Carl Dykstra, Marshall, Greg Mitachek, Tommy Aquon,
Gary McCoy, George Westerveit, (front) Richard Waish. = =

Ripeord/0ld Vietnam warriors gather for joyous S. J ersey reunion

Continued from Page 1A

July’s toll of 75 killed was
the costliest.

But two weeks ago, the
high point of the men’s re-
union was the entrance of
61-year-old Atco resident
Joseph Baggett, whose Del-
ta company rescued Al-
pha. He arrived to ap-
plause and shouts of
“Welcome Home” — no
longer a routine greeting
but an emotional catch-
phrase for veterans who
felt unappreciated when
they initially returned
home from the war. An
overjoyed Freddie Gilbert
of Odenton, Md., was the
first to hug his long-lost
friend.

“God bless you ... 41
damn years,” said Freddie,
61, who later showed Bag-
gett some old war photos.
“We were so young. This is
a welcome home for you
among people who love
you.”

A last-minute and unex-
pected phone invitation
led Baggett to his first re-
union with fellow para-
troopers, seven of whom
live in New Jersey. It came
from fellow Ripcord veter-
an Frank Marshall of
Mount Laurel, who was
wounded three different
times that deadly July day.

Marshall managed to lo-
cate Baggett two days be-
fore the reunion through
Marilyn Griffiths of Mount
Laurel, a member of the
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Warrior Watch Riders, a
veterans support organiza-
tion.

Former sergeant Bag-
gett said he had never
known whether Gilbert
made it back from Viet-
nam to his bride and new-
born son.

“It was overwhelming
for me and I was happy 1
went,” Baggett said of the
reunion. “I was so excited
because I often wondered
whether Freddie or some
of the others ever made it
home.

“It was like a brother-
hood. You never forgot the
guys who would lay down
their lives for you.”

At Prospector’s, Bag-
gett got his first, close look
at some of the men of Al-
pha Company who were
rescued. He recalled keep-
ing his distance behind the
rescue team that July day
because he was scheduled
to go home and fellow sol-
diers wanted to be sure he
made it out alive.

Gilbert was at the front
of the 44 Delta volunteers
in the foot patrol rescue ef-
fort, the sacrificial “point”
man looking for booby
traps en route to the fire-
base. Found huddled in
jungle at the foot of the
mountain, all the survi-
vors were airlifted to safe-

ty.
Baggett had his prob-
lems after the war.
“Twenty-six years I was
an alcoholic and didn’t

talk about the war stuff,
which I blocked out,” the
now 62-year-old truck driv-

James Aan-

pcord  Ripcord veterans (back row from left) Joe Baggett, John S
Frank Marshall, Lee Widjeskog,

herba, Dennis Bloomingdale,
Dave Cordetti, John Reilly (front row from leff) Randy

Baldwin, Fred Gilbert, Peter Meloro and Tom Swayne gather in Mount Laurel.

er admitted to fellow para- |

troopers.

“I didn’t want to re- g

member and T miss a lot of
my brothers that didn’t
come back from Vietnam.”

Gilbert said he was the

first American rescuer Al- |

pha Company saw July 23
after 24 hours of jungle
fighting.

“Since then, I met all
these fellows on the Inter-
net.”

“It’s a bond that nobody

can understand because
we were so involved in
that battle,” Marshall said
of the soldiers’ camarade-
rie.
“Even our wives and
other family members en-
joy this family gathering
and want to know more
about Ripcord.”

Marshall was one of the
organizers of a Ripcord As-
sociation reunion group in
1985 and more recently
created the website Rip-
cord Association.com. But
he said it was difficult to
find fellow soldiers until
the 2000 publication of the
book “The Siege of Fire-
base Ripcord,” by Keith
Nolan, author of nine
books on the war.

“And thank God for the
Internet,” the 62-year-old
Marshall enthused. “It’s
how most of us found each
other.”

Under almost constant

fire, the 101st Airborne
fought for the mountain
and on April 1, 1970, Bravo
Company established Fire-
base Ripcord via helicop-
ter landings. It was a stra-
tegic location from which
the U.S. hoped to cut off*
supplies coming to the
North Vietnamese Army
down the Ho Chi Minh
Trail.

But defending it proved
futile. At the end, U.S.
troops who never num-
bered more than about 600
at a time were sandwiched
between two enemy regi-
ments of thousands. They
got no reinforcements be-
cause U.S. Army units
were slowly being with-
drawn from Vietnam after
homefront support for the

Phato provided
Ripcord was a U.S. firebase atop a mountain in the A
Shau Valley of South Vietnam. It was abandoned in 1970
in the last major battle involving U.S. troops in the war.

war eroded.

The day after the rescue

of Alpha, the last-stand
company to leave, Ameri-
can F-4s bombed the evac-
uated base to keep the ene-

my from capturing
artillery, ammunition and
supplies.

“The battle didn’t get
media publicity because
the military did not want a
repeat of the negative cov-
erage of the defeat at Ham-
burger Hill, a futile moun-
tain assault not far away
in the A Shau,” said Mar-
shall.

“And we had more ca-
sualties overall than at the
Hamburger Hill, where
Americans got slaugh-
tered.”

Among those killed at
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Ripcord were Weiland
Norris, brother of actor
Chuck Norris, and Lt. Rob-
ert Kalsu, an offensive
lineman for the Buffalo
Bills and the only profes-
sional athlete to die in the
war.

Lee Widjeskog, 64, of
Bridgeton, a lieutenant
leading the second platoon
of Alpha Company on the
last night of fighting, said
his own platoon suffered
tremendous casualties
during the final firefight.
He said Alpha was fearing
another attack the next
morning when Delta Com-
pany — whose rescue at-
tempt had been thwarted
the day before — arrived at
Tam. July 23.

Huey helicopters airlift-
ed all survivors out after
hovering a few feet above a
makeshift landing zone.

“It was an experience I
would have liked to have
avoided, but I wouldn't
trade it,” Widjeskog said.

“I have no idea’if the
war was worth it to the
country.”

“The public is finally
now finding out about the
Battle of Ripcord and vet-
erans need to get on the
Web, find their old unit
and reconnect,” advised
Marshall.

“It can make all the dif-
ference.”

Reach Carol Comegno at (856)
486-2473 or ccomegno@cam-
den.gannett.com
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Material on pages 10-13 sent by Francis “Butch” Hones, 2/327 A 7/65-6/66
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Onecof the biggest hobbics Ifridor'ba_ken by members of this task force is that of
ghosting-out efZiciently on shipboard.

The best item of all is o white cook!s hat., Hith this silent passport, all
steirwells, tiic messhall, and off-limits arca become accessible to the wearer - who
can add to the mipression of being an important peron on on imma toent mission by
bellowing, "like a holeii" or, "Hot Stuffil! ‘<=

In addition to this, therc are mern on board who are performing meritorious
ghosting above ~nd beyond the call of dereliction., Some men, forinstance, voluntecered
to risk their heolth and spend half of each day inhaling the smoke~filled atmosphere
of +the librarys they have become pert of the voyage stafi - in return for which they
are adnitied (when sufficiently recovered from the noxious vapors) to the messhhdl}
strirwells, latrines, ~nd other nlaces temporsrily or permanently off-ilimits to
troopse

In the event thet one is not lucky enough to have filched a cook's hat or some
other such tickebt, ond still don't want to work, whot can one do? Two ingenious
nrivates, by their owm ~dmission, =zvoided zll onerous dubties for the past week by
the simmle cxped ent of carrying an empty garbage csn around witi: them, a system
which gainced them access to any arce on ship. But a2 trash can is a ettty cumbersome
thing to totec around for ten or morc hours o daye To avord this, consdder the fellow
who was sccn coming aboard on the eve of our dep-riture from BQakland, wwith clipboard

tucked snugly under his arm, ‘md has not been seen since, Current rumor has it that
he spends bis time on the bridgc, where the captoin thinlss he is a CIC agente

There is 2 method of ghosting, yob untried but arpeorently with unlimited potene
tialy, in which the ghost would comc out on deck in some bizarre ouwtfit such as a
pir of longjoim pants ond a civilian shirt., The ICO's will thinl: that you are a
member of the crew, m d the crew - who know beoter — wonlt give a damm, vhile the
officers will think you're z bad drcam and hopc youfll disa nocar. ¥

“ny other idecs aboutlt how o ~vold worlk nd get by the trooper's best (22)
friend (??2?:17) = the MP,

)

Vantieter, RR -
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.s Yore the horizon cones 1light, cones 1izht, O/
Off to the gelley I trud _ :
Belly to botton, nocled tight, pocled tight,

17 coxd is punched Ly o slocli—eyed rxudge.

.

Through the long mess line, I fly, I fly,
Ag T'n ordered to o Lo Tthe reor,

T get to o toble T pry, I pry,
Looliing for fost noving elbows to ferr,

Votery, rushy ore 1y egrs, Y eZEsS,

¥ nill: lulrewasrd as ry coifee,
iLg there I stond on iy legs, oy legs,
-1y thoughts veinin for fron lofiy,

—t

' Bongo
(Tho the hell is "Bongo''?)

. Ve wish to extend our happy birthdoy greetings to Sgt Lowwrence Jockson ofﬁ7 /?
C, 2/502, on the occcssion of his 25t birthdoy which he celebratzd Testerday,.

i Also SPA Edword Schnobel, D/Spt Bn, the Brigode Lab Technicion, celebrotes

his 22nd birthdoy todcy,
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How much would you give for o letier full of newe fron home right now? I'd
scy that o roilmon eoming cboord with such letters would be most welcome, Have
you ever thought thot your proyers cre lile Pletters! to the Alnighty Hng, ond

that our TFother in Hecven desives to reeeive then? .
Also, this necd not be just o one-woy correspondence, Our Fother desires to

through neditation, and through worship serviees, How we need to heor these |
nessages fren Hin, ond then to r~nsuer bnrek in preyer, ,
Letters to God . our proyers ~ are nov deleyed in ririling due to being o=
beerd ship, They coe dispatched irmediately, How long hes it been since He hes
heord from you? :
Chepledn (Copt) Robert €, Horllee, USA
LELIGIOUS SETICES:
A11 services ore held daily on Heteh ;5 (0fficers! Lounge if bad veather),

¥ 0745 lYoiming Proyer - vic ship's PL systen
0030 Protestont Bible anl Study Group (Hon-Sat)
0900 Ceotholic Confession 1330 Protestent Vespers
0930 Cotholic Moss 1915 Catholic Doscry Scrvice !

1030 DProtestont Serviee
## % *MOVIE SCHEDTULE #* * % %
Crow's Doyroom- 1800 " Desert Fury? (Jolm Hodiok)
Off liess 1900 "Pyro" (Borry Sulliveon)
OFff Lounge 1000 ™Rood to somzibar®  (Bob Iope)
#5 Tlateh 2100 *Ths Unoinlkoble Molly Browm (Debhio Reymolds)(all troops)

# %% *TADGET AREA WORDS FTOR TODAY %%

Co bao nio , . o Houw rmuch? Toi ngoi linni , . . I o en Anericon Soldier,
Ngoi 1lin , , « » Soldier Conec beng tol bon , o Don't shoot I'n o friend,
‘ Sk = — SR _
2R . —_—
##x ¥ ATHOUNCIE MEN TS #Wh*

A N

1, Thore will be ~ bingo prrty for ccbin closs passengers ot 2100 hours 24
July 65 in the officers! mess, Ticlkets ncy be purchased from Lb Specrs, 580,

2, Bingo is scheduled tonight ot 2130 hours in the troop mess hell for oll
troopg, Tickets will be sold at the door, : =

-3. The AG Postal Section will not be apen for the turn~in of neil during the
period fron 1600 hrs, 24 Jul 65, wtil orrivel ot torget aven — all ncil turned in
prior to 1600 hrs, 24 Jul 45 will be meiled fron Subie Boy, - Adj Gen,
] L, 2 11 wmits will subnit recuest forCloss & Lgentgorders for the nonth
of July 65 prior to 1200 hours, Scturdoy, 24 July G5, = idj Cen,

* #* %* % % ¥ 3 %
iEpitath for o Shorttinert Pinochle Wimmerss (22 Jul)
Bobbie Tillicmson, 10, 1/327th
Short, shorter, shortest of 2ll, . tie frthur Willions, HA, 2/5024
Dovis sneered shorbest of oll,
The V,C, hecrd, the got the word;. Chocker Winners (22 Jul)
ind Dovis lived shortest of oil, . Golin Teef, Co B, 2/327th

22y Choss Wimer (22 Jul):
A 157150 R, Tussell, 2/17th Cov

8
/

~/

‘\v- = - A
g =
l",,—""/

July 2011 The First Screaming Eagles in Viet Nam

11




12

2N Battalion, 327" Infantry (ABN)

FIRST BRIGADE

1012 AIRBORKE OIVISIOK

A FINAL SALUIE. ..

TO THOSE WHO GAVE THE LAST
FULL MEASURE OF DEVOTION

REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM, 1966

IN MEMORIAM

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY
SSG J.H. ALEXANDER
SGT SHIRLEY O’'BOYLE
SGT CHARLES ] MURPHY JR
PFC DENNIS R BRUCE
COMPANY A - my ¢cem Pnnu/

XPSG EUCENE F ROBINSON § Ywiw Jhre
ASSG EDWARD ] COX e s
SP4 WILLIAM F COLLIER Sl il

SP4 DENNIS W MALEWSKI
X5P4 EDUARDO D GONZALES
PFC PAUL E LABRECGUE
XPFC PAUL D RODRIGUEZ

1 companygp SR I Y S
SP4 ARFIAN J ALl
| SP4 DENNIS L REEVES
PFC HORACE A HAMPTON
PFC WILLIAM L HINES
PFC JIMMY ROLLINGS
COMPANY C _
SP4 DAVID H ELISOVSKY
SP4 WARREN E PHILLIPS
PFC HAROLD T EDMONDSON
PFC JOHN W ROWLAND
SP4 EDGAR B LUEALLEN

«America, The Beautiful»

1.— O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain,
For purple mountains ‘majesties, above the fruited plain |
America, America, God shed His grace on thee,

Apd crowsd thy good with brotherhood, from sea to shining sea.

The First Screaming Eagles in Viet Nam

~PT esent Arms and Salute

2nd Battalion 327th Infantry (Airborne)
Tuy Hoa North Airfield
Republic oi Vietnam
MEMORIAL SERVICE

1100 Hours
Color Guard

22 April 1966
Presentation of Colors

Rolll Call of Honored Dead Adjutant
Hym «America, the Beautifulv______ All

Prayer Chaplain
Scripture . Chaplain
Eulogy ) Chaplain

Cemmander’s Comments g Battalion Commander

Placement of Wreath___ Qergenm( Major

——_ Baitalion

Taps

NOTE : This general memorial seryice will be followed by a requiem
mass for Catholic personnel ‘and a Protestant memorial service
for Protestant personnel.

2.— O beautiful for pilgrim feel whose stern, impassioned stress
A thoroughfare for freedom beat across the wilderness !
America. America, God mend thine every flaw,

Coufirm thy soul in self-contrel, thy liberty in law

3.— O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife
Who mare Lhan szIf their eountry loved, and mercy more than life!
America, America, may God thy gold refine,
Till all succdss ke nobleness, and every gain divine.

4.— O beautitul for patriot dream that sees, beyond the years,
Thine alabaster cities gleam unadimmed by human tears!
America, America, God shed His grace on thee,

And crowp thy good with brotherhocd, from sea to shining sea.

SECOND BATTALION
3277 THFARTRY ABN

July 2011




My Squad 1966

My Squad 1966
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New Subscribers
March 5, 2011
through June 1, 2011

Al (Thomas A.) Bateman
2/502 HHC 9/66-10/67 - 1/13
205 Walnut Ave.

Hamlet, NC 28345

MAIJ(R) George H. Carter
2/502 C 7/65-6/66 - 1/12
P.O. Box 220

Cortez, FL. 34215

Les Colegrove

2/327 A & HHC 3/68-3/69 - 1/12
15907 Race Track Road

Odessa, FL. 33556

Danny Guthrie

82nd ABN Dom Rep - 1/12
173 Rachel Road
Fayetteville, NC 28311

James E. Kelling

1/327 A 6/67 - 9/67 - 1/15
2678 133rd Avenue
Branam, MN 55006-3766

David McDonald

2/502 C 6/69-8/70 - 1/12
1015 Windy Ridge Lane
Atlanta, GA 30339

SP4 Charles Mungin
2/502 B 6/65-6/66 - 1/12
4 Daffodil Drive
Tuckerton, NJ 08087

John F. Pavlansky, Jr.
2/502 C 2/67-8/67 - 1/12
3300 La Vue Lane
Fredericksburg, VA 22408

Raymond A. Plesiewicz
2/502 C 10/66-10/67 - 1/12
2175 S. Harvey

Westland, MI 48186

Ben Steele

2/327 B 5/65-5/66 - 1/12
11450 Melody Dr., F-107
Northglenn, CO 80234

Melvin R. Valentine
2/327 C 4/67-4/68 - 1/12
212 Hillside Ave.
Waterloo, IA 50701

Renewals
March 5, 2011
through June 1, 2011

Clinton J. Adkins

2/502 A 6/67-6/68 - 4/12

1241 Four Mile Cr. Rd.
Branchland, WV 25506-9634

James D. Agins

326 MED D 7/66-2/67 - 4/13
33 Sunset Blvd.

Hamilton Sq., NJ 08690-3940

CSM(R) Harvey P. Appleman
2/327 HQ 2/67-3/68 - 4/12
39 Abby Lynn Circle
Clarksville, TN 37043-4066

14

COL(R) George W. Aux, Jr. §
2/320 FA HHB.A B 1/67-8/68 - 4/12
1529 Crenshaw Point

Wake Forest, NC 27587-7378

Jose A. Avelar, Jr.

1/502 A VN 67-68 - 4/12
2314 Doral Ave.

Albert Lea, MN 56007-3323

Jerry L. Bell

2/327 C 7/65-6/66 - 4/12
370 Moore Road
Savannah, TN 38372-5125

Anthony Bellantoni

2/327 A 1/64-65 - 4/12

47 Prescott Ave.

White Plains, NY 10605-3105

Robert H. Berry

2/502 B&HHC 1/67-12/67 - 4/12
26743 W. 109th St.

Olathe, KS 66061-7499

CW4(R) George T. Berryhill
2/327 HHC 10/67-10/68 - 4/12
300 Walker Road

Travelers Rest, SC 29690-8336

Gerald (Smiley) Bitting
2/502 HHC 2/66-11/68 - 4/12
123 7th Ave. Ct. NE
Altoona, A 50009-1936

Dewayne R. Boldin

2/327 HQ&HQ (Medic) 7/65-7/66 -
4/12

484 N. Collins

Sunnyvale, TX 75182-9114

Donald W. Brewer

2/17 CAV A 67-69 - 4/12
P.O. Box 196
Beardstown, IL. 62618

James P. Brinker

2/502 E 12/69-11/70 - 4/12
10 Luther Lane

Dudley, MA 01571-5857

Dallas E. Brown

2/327 A 12/67-12/68 - 4/12
7232 Santeelah Way

Cane Ridge, TN 37013-4542

Anthony A. Burgee

2/327 B 12/65-12/66 - 4/12
1116 E. Price St.
Philadelphia, PA 19138-1809

Carlos L. Burgos $
2/502 A 7/65-2/66 - 4/12
2203 Caprice Drive
Killeen, TX 76543-3068

COL(R) Duane G. Cameron $
1/327 67-68 - 4/12

P.O. Box 27173

Panama City, FL 32411

Antonio B.(Tony) Cardon
1/327 C 4/67-4/68 - 1/12
5704 Vanegas Dr.

Las Cruces, NM 88007-5867

Donnie R. Carter

2/502 B 7/67-7/68 - 4/12
60042 Caldwell Rd.
Smithville, MS 38870

MAIJ(R) Irwin R. Chapman

2/502 C&A 1/67-1/68 - 4/12

2365 Langholm Dr.

Colorado Spngs., CO 80920-5324

Michael Clancy

1/327 B 1/67-8/67 - 4/12
425 Allen St., #314
Waterloo, IA 50701-2659

BG(R) John W. Collins, IIT

DCO 7-12/67 CO 12/67-7/68 - 4/12
210 Hillview Dir.

San Antonio, TX 78209-2205

Joseph Corino, Jr.

2/327 HHC 6/65-6/66 - 4/12
317 Honeyhill Ct.
Nashville, TN 37217-3127

James T. Cox

1/327 B 5/67-5/68 - 4/12
278 N. 675 W.

Hyrum, UT 84319

CSM(R) James A. Crapse $
1/327 HHC T.F.3/67-11/67 - 4/12
P.O. Box 295

Quitman, MS 39355-0295

LTC(R) Robert (Bob) Crosby
2/327 C & HHC 3/67-3/68 - 4/12
6360 Brixton Lane

Indianapolis, IN 46220-4804

1SG(R) Otis Curry

20th CHEM DET 10/65-10/66 - 4/12
1815 Olympia Court

Fayetteville, NC 28301-3746

Howard H.(Dan) Danford $
2/502 5/67-5/68 - 4/12

11726 Winterway Lane

Fairfax Station, VA 22039-2133

Richard Davis

2/502 B 9/66-9/67 - 4/12
P.O. Box 87

Foster, WV 25081-0087

Robert M. Diaz

1/327 HHC T.F. 66-67 - 4/12
32765 Downieville St.
Union City, CA 94587-5466

James A. Donnelly

1/327 B&HQ 9/66-9/67 - 4/12
19655 North Ripon Rd.
Ripon, CA 95366-9401

Wm. (Bill) H. Duff, Jr. §

1/327 A&HHC 6/66-1/68 - 4/12
611 Fairlawn Ave.

Danville, IL. 61832-2335

Robert Edson $

1/327 B 3/67-3/68 - 4/12
8555 Turkey Creek Rd.
Elm Creek, NE 68836

Ed Fontaine

2/502 A 66-68 - 10/11
1060 Geneva Way
Grand Island, FL. 32735

Michael E. Frieze

2/17 CAV A 6/65-6/66 - 4/12
85220 Casey Trail

Yulee, FL. 32097-8404
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Sidney Fuller $

2/327 HQ 3/67-9/67 - 4/12
13622 Chestnut St.
Westminster, CA 92683-2630

Charles R. Gant

2/502 A&D 12/67-12/68 - 1/13
4306 Filmore Rd.

Greensboro, NC 27409-9721

Kathleen Garcia

FAMILY (JOSEPHA. 2/17 CAVA
TRP) - 4/12

1380 Dr Meade Ln

Clarksville, TN 37042-4575

Richard H. Glass $

1/327 HHC 6/65-9/67 - 4/12
35-20 Leverich St., Apt A208
Jackson Hgts, NY 11372-3951

Bill Glaze

2/320 FA C Bty 10/67-10/68 - 1/12
P. O. Box 943

Canyonville, OR 97417

Kenneth Gormley, Sr.

326 ENGR A 7/66-6/67 - 4/12
2651 SE 19th Avenue

Cape Coral, FL. 33904-3250

Charlie Gourd

2/320 FA C Btry 67-68 - 1/12
2139 3rd St.

Bay City, MI 48708

Charles L. Guthmann

SPT BN C 8/65-5/66 - 4/12
2416 Hillside Dr.

Laramie, WY 82070-4843

MG(R) James R. Harding

2/17 CAV A 6/66-1/68 - 4/12

1394 Harding Rd Box 236
Wicomico Church, VA 22579-0236

Dave Henslee

2/327 A 1/67-12/67 - 1/12
5112 Klamath Ct. SE
Salem, OR 97306-1503

Donald C. Hensley

2/320 FA A BTRY 7/65-6/66 - 4/12
13383 Sugar Bush Ave. NW
Mogadore, OH 44260-9211

George G. Herrera

2/502 B 7/66-7/67 - 4/12
P.O. Box 30158

Clarksville, TN 37040-0003

MG(R) Donald C. Hilbert
1/327 A S-3 7/65-8/66- 4/12
9414 Turnberry Drive
Potomac, MD 20854-5482

Richard A. Hise

1/327 HHC TF 1/67-7/68 - 4/12
P.O. Box 327

Machias, NY 14101-0327

Gerald C. Hornbeck
1/327 A 12/65-3/66 - 4/12
P.O. Box 195

Higley, AZ 85236-0195

Thomas J. Horner, Jr. $
2/502 A 7/67-10/67 - 4/12
340 Taylor St. NE, Apt. P-33
Washington, DC 20017-1551
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Robert S. Horton $

2/320 FA HQ 7/65-8/66 - 4/12
12200 Bakers Creek Rd.
Redwood Valley, CA 95470-9573

Robert C. Hudson $

2/327 C & HHC 8/64-7/66 - 4/12
5221 NW 119th St.

Gainesville, FL. 32653

MAIJ(R) Walter W. Jackson $
1/327 C 7/67-6/68 - 4/12

743 Wickham Fen Way
Boise, ID 83709-0169

Robert P. Johnston
SPT BN 7/65-3/66 - 1/13
21500 Limit Road
Easton, KS 66020-7144

Phil Kallas

1/501 A 69-70 - 4/12

308 Acorn St.

Stevens Point, WI 54481-6001

MSG(R) Guenter K.P. Kappelmann $
2/320 ARTY C BTRY 2/64-6/66 - 4/13
1585 Prado Drive

Fountain, CO 80817-1119

Robert Karpuszka

2/327 HHC 9/66-9/67 - 4/12
117 Hart Drive

Pittsburgh, PA 15235

Gordon Kennedy

1st ABG D 506 FC 2/63-7/65 - 4/12
323 Warwick Rd.

Clinton, MS 39056-6266

Richard J. Keogh $

1st LOG LSN 11/65-8/66 - 4/12
431 Nahua St., Apt 203
Honolulu, HI 96815-2915

George T. Kimbro
326 ENGR A 6/65-6/66 - 4/12
15619 Trail Bluff
San Antonio, TX 78247-2922

Gary D. Kraft

2/320 FA C BTRY 7/65-6/66 - 4/12
9653 W. St. Martins Rd.

Franklin, WI 53132-9794

Randall E. Kramer

HQ 6/67-10/67 - 4/12
510 Whitworth Ave. So.
Renton, WA 98057-2415

Patrick A. Knaub

2/320 ARTY HHQ 4/67-11/67 - 4/12
550 Lioners Creek Rd.

Dallastown. PA 17313-9502

Lloyd Lowe

2/502 Arty Liaison 67-68 - 1/12
909 Joeard Lane

St. Charles, MO 63301

George E. Lyons

1/327 B 6/66-6/67 - 4/12
1729 Linden St., Apt #3-R
Ridgewood, NY 11385-2190

SFC(R) Malcolm G. McHoul
326 MED D 7/65-5/66 - 4/12
1000 Idlewild Dr. W
Dunedin, FL. 34698-3101

James M. “Mike™ Maples
2/502 C 6/67-5/68 - 4/12
615 Old Harriman Hwy.
Harriman, TN 37748-3918
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David J. Markham

1/327 C 10/66-10/67 - 4/12
3410 Adelaide Drive

Ere, PA 16510-2102

Willola D. Marshall

Family (2/327 HHQ Hawks 5/66-5/67) - 1/12
2784 Mountain Terrace

Memphis, TN 38127-8824

Ronald S. Martin

2/327 Att A,B,C 4/66-8/66 - 1/12
11148 Big Canoe

Big Canoe, GA 30143

Joe Mastriani $

2/320 FA C 1/65-6/66 - 4/12
56 Smoke Hill Ridge
Marshfield, MA 02050-2576

Hank Meyer

2/327 HHC 6/66-6/67 - 4/12
9226 S. Avers

Evergreen Park, IL 60805-1414

Nick Mihalic

2/327 HHQ 2/67-8/67 - 4/12
605 13th Ave.

Belmar, NJ 07719

Charles F. “Buck™ Minderlein $
2/320 ARTY A BTRY 6/66-8/68 - 4/12
5510 Plainfield Ave.

Baltimore, MD 21206-4223

SGM(R) Ivar T. Modtland

ADMIN A 6/66-11/67 - 4/12 PMB 107
15201 N. Cleveland Ave.

N. Ft. Myers, FL. 33903-2714

MSG(R) Joe W. Mulligan
1/327 B&HQ 6/66-6/67 - 4/12
115 Brookside Dr

Clinton, MS 39056-3594

Richard H. Murphy, Jr.

1/327 HHC TF. 8/66-3/69 - 1/12
153 Hickory Hill Cir.

Osterville, MA 02655-1322

Jesse W. Myers, Jr.

2/327 HHC&C 6/67-6/68 - 1/12
8564 Kilty Court

Charlotte, NC 28269-6113

John E. Pagel, II

1/327 B 5/65-1/66 - 4/12
803 Millburgh Ave.
Glendora, CA 91740-5442

Karl A. Parrish

1/327 C 7/66-7/67 - 4/12
308 Elder Street
Vacaville, CA 95688

SSG John Pasquale $
2/502 B 12/65-2/66 - 1/12
15 Indian Point Estates
Wheeling, WV 26003-4541

Paul E. Peigare

2/320 FA A 6/64-7/66 - 4/12
9025 Cedar Creek Terrace
Edmond, OK 73034

Roger A. Phillips, Sr.

1/327 T.F. 4/66-4/67 - 4/15
1000 Madiera Drive
Shorewood, IL. 60404-8975

Terry R. Potts

2/327 C 7/66-5/67 - 4/12
6860 SW 205th Place
Aloha, OR 97007-4154

Donald M. Reddeman

2/502 A & E 8/67-3/69 - 1/12
5115 Eagle Rd.

Highland, MI 48356-1401

COL(R) Lawrence A. Redmond
2/327 A 5/67-2/68 - 4/12

336 Crystal River Dr.
Poinciana, FL 34759-5212

James L. Richardson

2/17 CAV A 3/65-7/66 - 4/12
777 Gholson Road
Clarksville, TN 37043

William D. Ritchie

1/502 HHQ VN 6/65-12/65 - 4/12
31 Oakwood Drive

Norwalk, OH 44857-1606

LTC(R) Billy R. Robbins
1/327 ABU 11/62-8/66 - 4/12
P. O. Box 1327

Sharpsburg, NC 27878-1327

COL(R) Roman Rondiak
2/327 B 6/66-6/67 - 4/12
1189 Lost Creek Ct.
Osprey, FL. 34229-6820

Dale T. Ronning

2/502 B 12/66-12/67 - 4/12
1440 Maple Lane

West Fargo, ND 58078-3415

John C. Rooney

2/327 B 4/67-2/68 - 4/12
1165 Washington St.
Walpole, MA 02081-3311

SGM(R) Thomas Rosales
1/327 HHC TF 8/66-8/67 - 4/12
3408 N. Barcus Ave.

Fresno, CA 93722-7102

LTC(R) William (Bill) Rovan
2/327 HQ&A 6/66-5/67 - 4/13
4920 Hwy 220 W

Lincolnton, GA 30817-5022

Anthony Saucedo §

2/327 B 7/66-7/67 - 4/12
4419 SE 33rd Ave.
Amarillo, TX 79103-7315

William E. Schieman

1/327 HHQ 12/65-12/66 - 4/12
4838 Autumn Lane

Brooklyn, OH 44144-3151

Henry C. Scott

2/502 C 10/66-10/67 - 4/12
34543 Joel St.
Chesterfield, MI 48047

Bob Shuta

2/320 FA C BTRY 10/67-10/68 - 4/12
2591 Hawleyton Trpk

Brackney, PA 18812-9607

Donald Singleton

2/502 HHC&B 7/66-2/68 - 4/12
217 Cartertown Rd.

NAM Dr.

Richmond Hill, GA 31324-3053

Arthur D. Smith $

1/327 B 12/65-12/66 - 1/12
P. O. Box 1564

Rutherford, NJ 07070-1564
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Dewey E. Smith

1/327 B 7/66-7/67 - 4/12
3395 Early Avenue
Lima, OH 45801-1164

Dwight D. Stacy §
HHC 67-68 - 4/12
2828 E 700 N

Pine Village, IN 47975

MSG(R) Bobby G. Still
1/327 A 6/66-6/67 - 4/12

921 Heatherbrook Dr.
Auburndale, FI. 33823-2042

William G. Tay

1/327 A 10/67-10/68 - 4/12
1327 Beverly Lane
Bloomington, IL 61701-6931

Frederick J. Tregaskes
2/327 B 7/66-8/67 - 4/12
507 SR 1034

Templeton, PA 16259-1717

James R. Van Lone

1/327 C 3/64-7/66 - 4/12
1917 - 60th St.

Kenosha, WI 53140-3840

George B. Vondruska

2/502 A 1/65-7/66 - 4/12

716 South Dennis St.
Kennewick, WA 99336-4820

James C. Walden

2/502 B 4/66-4/67 - 4/12
74 Branch St. #16
Scituate, MA 02066-2557

$ = Above Subscription Price

Address Corrections
March 5, 2011
through June 1, 2011

COL(R) Richard R. Babbitt
2/327 B 7/67-7/68 - 4/11
8199 Pinewoods Rd.
Houghton, NY 14744

Robert Edson

1/327 B 3/67-3/68 - 4/12
8555 Turkey Creek Rd.
Elm Creek. NE 68836

George G. Herrera

2/502 B 7/66-7/67 - 4/12
P.O.Box 30158

Clarksville, TN 37040-0003

Bad Addresses
March 5, 2011
through June 1, 2011

Glenn C. Beaulieu (TEMP AWAY)
2/502 C 10/68-9/69

798 Graham Rd.

South Windsor, CT 06074

Stanton Inzer

2/502 D 6/68-6/69

818 N. Tanglewood Lane
Liberty Lake, WA 99019
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The FIRST BRIGADE, 101st Airborne Division SCRAPBOOK was
compiled by Department of the Army ‘For Fighting Men too Busy

to Keep Their Own!”

The SCRAPBOOK contains 105 8.5 x 11 inch pages and is three hole
punched ready to be secured in a regular three ring notebook. Great
care was taken to make copies that are true to the original.

Cost is $15.00 per copy postpaid. See the order form on page 34.

The following First Brigade veterans who are in the
magazine database are mentioned in the March 27, 1967,
issue of THE DIPLOMAT AND WARRIOR.

Page 1: TROOPERS PURSUE NVA INTO CAVES, KILL
THREE; LTG(R) Glynn C. Mallory, Jr., 1/327 B 6/66-6/67,
subscription ended 4/02.

SILVER STAR AWARDED TO 1 BN, 327 MEDIC; James
Dolinger, 1/327 HQ 3/66-4/67, subscription ended 4/06.
Page 2: HONOR ROLL; Michael D. Clodfelter, 2/502

C 7/65-2/67, never subscribed. MAJ(R) Burrwood Yost,
2/502 C LRRP 12/65-7/67, subscriber. Joe Trimble, 2/502
dates ?, subscription ended 7/06. William Hookham, 2/502
A 5/66-5/67, subscription ended 7/08. COL(R) John M.
Grimshaw, 2/320 FA 6/66-5/67, subscriber.

Page 3: NEW WATER SYSTEM FOR VIET
ORPHANAGE:; Tom Bligh, HHC 7/66-6/67, subscription
ended 7/01.

Page 4: Photo “AUTOGRAPHED"” Bob

Mirata, 2/502 C 9/66-9/67, subscription ended q
4/11. 17" CAV DEPRIVES CHARLIE OF

DAY OFF; Dale N. Wagner, 2/17 CAV A TRP

5/66-6/67, subscriber.
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VIETN ODYSSEY, e
First Year is available for
ALWAYS FIRST BRIGADE
veterans.

The story of the first year of
action of the 1st Brigade in
Vietnam is filled with photos
of brigade activities written
accounts of all operations,
drawings by brigade artists,

months in Viet Nam, provided
many of the photographs.

VIETNAM ODYSSEY is a 108
page 8.5 by 11 inch format, soft
cover, with four pages of color
photos. The layout is excellent,
the photos, sketch art and text
were produced by members of
the 1st Brigade who were part
of the history that is recorded.

statistics and other
interesting personal
and unit material.

The book was edited
by 1LT Charles
J. Apodaca. The

The manuscript
was completed
in Viet Nam and
sent to the 101st
Airborne Division
Association for
publication.

writing and layout
was done by SGT
Robert F. Barry
with sketches and
art by SGT Robert
Finney and PFC Raymond
Brown. Photographs were by
SGT Bemardo Mangaboyat,
SP4 Richard Houghton, SP4
Oddvar Breiland and SGT Jack
Baird. PFC Robert B. Gray
furmished special mechanical
assistance. Frank Faulkner and
Steven Van Meter, who served
with the brigade for the first six

This third printing
of VIETNAM
ODYSSEY is now
in short supply and
will probably never be printed,
in quantity, again.

If you wish to obtain a copy
of VIETNAM ODYSSEY,
postpaid, send a check for
$15.00 to: The First Screaming
Eagles in Viet Nam, P.O. Box
675, Sweetwater, TN 37874.

[ 1st-BRIGADE U=y |

(SEPARATE)
101st Airborne Division ‘§

Viet Nam

July 1965

January 1968
L 'The Always First Brigade"e )

The First Brigade (S) plastic car tag sells for $5.00 and is
shipped post paid. See order form on page 34.
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Label quality sticker, four (4) inch diameter full color logo. Price is $2.50
for four (4) labels postpaid. See order form on page 34.
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‘"GALLANTRY IN ACTION’

Silver Star Awarded To
ist Bn, 327th Medic

FPHAN RANG — In a special ceremony held in front
of brigade headquarters here Specialist Four James R.
Boligner of the ist Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infan-

fizkeorne Division

VOL. I, No. 43 VIETNAM MARCH 27, 1967 iry, was presented the Silver Star Tbhy Brigadier
- General 5.4. Matheson, brigade commader,!

Opn Farraqut Ends;
Bde Kills 115 Reds

PHAN RANG — Llements of the 1st Brigade, 101st
Airborne Division lerminated Operation Farragut
‘Thursday night one mile southwest of here.

Enemy casualities were 115 killed, 159 persons
detained and 80 individual weapons captured in
the operation which began on January 26.

Fourteen paratroopers were killed and 128
wounded in the operalion.

Air Force pilots{lew 85 close air support sorties
and 18 AC-47 Dragon-ship sorties in support of
the combined ground-air search and destroy
operalion. Seventh TFleet ships fired 31 naval
gunfire svpport missions in the operation area.

‘ABOVE THE REST’

Troopers Pursue NVA

Into Caves, Kill Three

By PFC Daniel Stroebel

PHAN RANG - “It was the finest platoon action that
I've seen in the brigade recently,’”” stated Captain
Glynn C. Mallory, company commander of Company B,
Ist Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry, In reference
to a recent actlon by the Ist platoon of the ’Brave

Rifles.”

After a heliborne assault
into an area south of Phan
Rang during Phase Five of
Operation Farragut, the com-
pany headquarters section
and |st Platoon drew fire
from snipess in the rocks
above them, Taking them in
chase, the [|st Platoon pur-
sued the snipers into a large
rock formation. ‘It smelled
of Charlie,”” said Platoon
Leader Second Lieutenant
Wiliam Howarth of Beth-
lehem, Pa., when recalling
how his platoon had entered
the area.

While searching for the
snipers, two paratroopeis
spotted one of the enemy
scrambling over the rocks
trying to escape the “‘Scream-
ing Eagles.” The paratroopers
of the “‘Above the Rest’” bat-
talion pursed the escaping
enemy into a small cave,
firing as they gave chase.
Tossing grenades into a small
cave, the trcopers assumed
they had killed the fleeing
sniper — until they heard
scurrying footsteps below
them in the rocks.

Further inspection disclos-
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ed several caves, tunnels and
caverns with multiple access
to each. A search of only one
of the caves resulted in three
North Vietvamese Army Re-
gulars (NVA) killed and three
weapons captured. At one
point an NVA Regular fired
on the paratroopers from
four feet in the small cave,
missing them all. As night
fell, the platoon set a per-
imeter to seal the area from
any escaping enemy while
defending against a possible
probe.

The following morning
found the “Screaming Eagles™
engaged in routing the enemy
out of the cave complex.
“This is when it became
hairy,” recalled Lieutenant
Horwath.

After throwing grenades
into the caves to clear booby
traps and make possible kills,
the lieutenant took three
men and began probing the
caves.

The size of the
(Coni'd on page 2, col. 3)

caves

BOOBY TRAP — Staff Sergeant Chester D. Holliday,

Fayetreville, N.C., oj Headguarters and Headquarters
Battery, 2d Battalion, 320th Artillery, demonstrates how
a grenade was booby-trapped in the ammunition depot.
Sergeant Holiday spotted the booby trap and threw the
grenade inio a safe area, saving lives and a large quantity
of ammunition.

(US Army Photo by SSG Milke Mangiameli)

Fast Action
Foils ‘Charlie’

"SONG MAO — Quick thinking and fast action by an am-
munition section sergeant foiled a Viet Cong attempt to
blow an ammunition dump at the Ist Brigade's forward
supply point in Song Mao.

Staff Sergeant Chester D. Holliday of Fayetteville, N. C.,
spotted a sandbag in an unusual place and went over to
check it. Lifting up the sandbag, the 320th Artillery ser-
geant discovered a grenade primed to go off when the sandbag
was removed.

Swiftly picking up the charge, Holliday quickly carried it .

to a nearby ravine and threw it in not a second too soos, as
the charge exploded just as he took cover.

The quick thinking sergeant not only saved the lives of
his fellow paratroopers, but hundreds of rounds of valuable
ammunition. ;

The First Screaming Eagles in Viet Nam

Doligner, 2 medic assigned
to  Headquarters Company,
was awarded the nation's
third highest medal for
heroism for gallantry in action
during Opreration Hawthorne
last June. When his platocn
was unable to move forward
because of heavy enemy
weapons fire, the Bluefield,
West  Virginian dashed
ll:zrough murderous fire to
aid  wounded paratroopers,
carried one man who was
seriously wounded back to
safety, and then gave life-
saving treament to other
troopers throughout the night
until they could be evacuated.

Specialist Dolinger  was
presented with the Viet-
namese Cross of Gallantry
in an earlier ceremony and
has been awarded the Combat
Medical Badge.

Gen. Pearson
New Asst C of
ForMACY Opns

SAIGON-Brigadier Gen.
Willard Pearson has
assumed duty as Assistant
Chief of Staff Operations
on the staff of Com -
mander, U. S. Military
Assistance Command, Viet
nam.

Prior to reporting to his
new duties, General Pear-
son was commanding
general or the I st Brigade,
101st Airborne Division,

During World War 1i,
he served as a battalion
commander in the [ st
Infantry Regiment in the
South Pacific. During the
Korean War, he com -
manded the 21st Infantry
Regiment.

His decorations include
the Legion of Merit with
Oak Leaf cluster, Silver
Star with twe Oak Leaf
clusters, Bronze Star Med-
al with two Oak Leaf Clys-
ters, the Air Medal with
five  Oakleaf _Clusters
and the Republic of Viet
Nam’s National Order,
5th Class and Gallantry
Cross with Palm. General
Pearson also wears both
the United States and
Vietnamese master para-
chutist badges.
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Honor Roll l

The following men have
been cited in brigade general
orders for valor in action:
F*" I STRIKE FORCE
SP4 Michael Clodfetter Co. C
SP4Howard Washington Co.C
PFC William L. Cyr Co.C
PFC Vincent Garvey Co. A
PFC Robert A. Morales Co.
PFC Anthony C. Reed Co.
SSG Burrwood J. Yost Co.
SGT David K. Deen Co.
SGT Louis DeBlanc HHC
SP4 Ronald Buckley Co. C
SP4 Otis Jacken Co. B
SP4 Fred Sanders Co. C
PFC George Bryant Co. B
PFC Robert J. Donovan Co. B
PFC Randle Kinney Co. B
PFC Ray R. Turner Co. A
LTC Frank Dietrich HHC
1SG Douglas White Co. B
PSG Ramon Soto Co. A
SSG George T. Royster Co. B
SGT Larry E. Whitaker Co. A
SP4 Mike R, Manton Co. A
PFC Raymond Kick Co. A
ILT Joseph H.Trimble Co. A
CPT William C. Hookham

HHC
NO SLACK
SGT K:znoeth P. Spurrier
Co. B
2nd Bn, 320th Arty
CPT Joha M. Grimshaw
HHB

wQPw

HELPING HAND — Para-
troopers of the brigade help load
clothing and household items
for Montagnards being moved
from communist contro! to a
Vietnamese government protect-
ed area. (US Army Photo by
SSG M.ke Mangiameli).

- EDITORIAL

T
 Silver Anniversary Of Service (

Education often can be compared to the weather.
That is, “‘everyone talks about it, but no one does
anything about it.”’

There is, however, one organization that has done
a great deal for servicemen’s education.

The United States Armed Forces Institute, more
commonly referred to as USAFI, has enrolled more
than six million students during its 25 years of edu-
cational service to the Armed Forces.

Beginning as. the Army Institute on April 1, 1912,
were 61 correspondence courses in technical and
academic subjects and a few hundred university
and high school courses from the extension divisions
of participdting colleges and universities available
to Army personnel.

Since then, USAFI has become a world-wide, all-
service, comprehensive educational effort.

Located in Madison, Wisc., USAFI's catalogs now
list mose than 6,000 available courses from 47 parti-
cipating colleges and universities. USAFI itself has
developed 222 courses.

In addition, thousands of service personnel have
earned high school diplomas and college credits
through the USAFI General Educational Develop-
ment (GED) tests.

Conlinuing application of research and innovation
in the USAFI program, such as the General Exami-
nations of the College Level Examination Program,
seek to improve the learning process of service per-
sonnel. :

The USAFI contribution to the military community
is immeasurable and has earned the respect, appre-
ciation and admiration of all the Armed Forces.

(AFNB)

WARRIORS
OF THE
WEEK

Specialist Four George
W. Price of Louisa, Va.,
a member of Company B,
Ist Battalion (Alrborne),
327th Infantry was chosen
as the “Enlisted Warrlor of
the Week” for his actions
against the Viet Cong
near Phan Rang.

First Lieutenant Willlam
A. Horwath of Bethlehem,
Pa., a member of Com-

any B, |st Battalion
rAlrborne), 327th Infantry,
has been named //Officer
Warrior of the Week'' for
his recent actions against
the Viet Cong near’ Phan
Rang in Operation Far-
ragut. Lieutenant Hor-
wath, along with three
members of his platoon,
explored and cleared se-
veral tunnels after pursu-
ing snipers to that loca-
tion. The action accounted
for 10 dead North Viet-
namese Army (NVA) re-
gulars.

Cave

(Conl'd from P-1, Col. 2)

NEW RIFLE — Brigadier General S.H. Matheson, com-
manding general of the brigade, tries out a new XM-/48 at
Battery A, 2d Battalion, 320th (Airborne) Artillery's
firing position in the mountdins northeéé; of Phan Thiet.
The new weapon is a combination of the M-16 and the
M-79 grenade launcher being used by the “Screaming Ea-
gles” on Operation Farragut. Captain Joseph Jenkins, battery
commander, El Paso, Tex., observes the ~strike of an
M-79 round. (US Army Photo by 101-10)

The First Screaming Eagles in Viet Nam

prohibited all but one of
the four meq from carrying
a weapon. Wearing gas
masks and using tear gas the
four paratroopers crawled
150 feet intd the caves find-
ing seven u','\ore dead NVA.
The extensive search also
contributed five more weap-
ons, 25 grenades, more than

600 rounds :of ammunition, *

clcthes, web gear, documents
and eating utensils. In find-
ing, routing and killing the
NVA the platoon did not
suffer a casualty.

DIPLOMAT and WARRIOR

The DIPLOMAT and WARRIOR is an authorized
weekly publication of and for the [st Brigade, 101st Air-
borne Division APO San Francisco 96347. It is printed in
Saigon, RVN by Dong-Nam-A.

The opinions expressed in this publication are not
necessarily those of the Department of Defense or any of
the Service Departments., The Service News Departments,
Armed Forces News Bureau, and Army News and Photo
Features augment local news,
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‘Above The Rest’

RTO Becomes Medic,
Keeps Sergeant From
Going Into Shock

PFC MICHAEL A. WILLEY

PHAN RANG

—“Are all my men OK? Did anyone else

get hit by that damned thing?'’ These were the words from

a wounded sergeant of the [st Brigade,

101st Airborne

Division, that shattered the quiet of the jungle southeast of
DPhan Rang during Operation Farragut.

This was a |2-man patrol
conducted by troopers of
Company B, Ist Battalion
(Airborne), 327th Infantry.

On the way up the trail
they passed a base camp
which has been used by the
Viet Cong, and where Com-
pany B had previously killed
10 enemy and captured eight
weapons. The patrol proceed-
ed along the trail with ex-
treme caution as they knew
the general area had mines
and booby traps throughout,
There was an explosion, and
up ahead there was a troop-
er shouting, “Oh my God!"

The squad leader had step-
ped on an anti-personnel
dand mine, which the first
three men had missed because
it was very well camou-
flaged.

—~Immediately- security -was
set up in all directions. One
man, Private ‘First Class

the work that Robinson had
started, and they instructed
the radio telephone oper-
ator to call in a helicopter.
Both medics had worked for
10 minutes when the chop-
per, hovering over the wound-
ed sergeant, prepared to lift
him into the helicopter. The
medics, Private First Class
Frank M. Kimmel of Santa
Cruz, Calif.,, assisted by
Private First Class Mick
Poulac of Miami, said, “It
was the quick action of
Robinson, and the other men
who kept reassuring the ser-
geant that kept him from
going into shock.’

Later, the platoon leader,
First Lieutenant William
Horwath of Bethlehem, Pa.,
said, “My medics are number
one in my book, and they,
like the rest of my people,
keep -2 cool-head when the
going gets rough...”’

FIRE IN THE HOLE — Preparing ta blow a landing
zone (LZ) for .a MEDEVAC, Private First Class Ronnie
G. Woods of Tulsa, Olcla, packs plastic explosive at the
base of a tree. Woods is assigned to Company A, 326th
Engineer Battalion (Airborne).

(US Army. Photo by SP4 Alva G. Tate)
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David Robinson of Salem,
N.J., was furiously working
to stop the bleeding, and was

giving the sergeant reassur- PHAN RANG - A com-
ance that everyone was al- pany-sized element of the
right, and that be would be [Ist Brigade ambushed
- alright. Robinson was telling 9nd killed five Viet Cong

: d T d ¢
him that the medics were on :,"e 3 ;:I:, : r:ne a l;;?:
vthe way.

machine gun, and small
amounts of ammunition
while searching a tunnel
complex seven miles

The medics were quick to
-come up the hill and finish

Civil Affairs
New Water System
For Viet Orphanage

SONG MAO — When First Lieutenant Gerard Palma of
Hammontown, N.J., wrote home explaining the problems of
orphans and orphanages in Viet Nam, the ‘“Hammonton
News,"" his hometown newspaper, began a fund campaign to
raise money for donations to the orphanages. Through the
use of television, radio, and other news media, the newspaper

--carried out the campaign to a successful end.

Lieutenant Palma has since rotated, but when the donation
arrived, Major Thomas F. Bligh, brigade civil affairs officzr,
took immediate action to carry out the wishes of the donors.
Inquiring at the orphanage in Phan Thiet, Major Bligh found
that the Vietnamese sisters were carrying water from a
distant well for use in the orphanage. After coordinating
with province officials, Major Bligh, with the assistance of
the Vietnamese Public Works Department arranged to have
a water pipe system installed for. the orphanage.

On a recent visit to the orphanage Major Bligh found the
newly installed water system to be one of the most efficient
he had seen in a Vietnamese orphanige. Stating his satisfac-
tion, Major Bligh said, “It was beyond my greatest expec-
tations."

southwest of the coastal
city of Phan Rang on
Operation Farragut.

?ho tfunnel complex
included a natural rock
cave with a 35 foot
passageway leading to a
cavern room. The unit is
continuing to search the
area. It has discover-

Ambush Nets 5 VC, 3 Weapons

ed miscellaneous letters
and documents and
various types of equip-
met.

Another paratrooper
unit, operating a check
colnr on Highway I with

letnamese National
Police has picked up three
Viet Cong suspecis.

New Top Kick
In 1/1327th Inf
Not So New

By PFC Michael A. Willey

PHAN RANG—Company
A (Abu) of the 1st Battalion
(Airborne), 327th Infantry,
will have a new face in
the orderly room and around
its company area soom.
First Sergeant Joseph Dayer
of Valley Force, Pa., is back
in Viet Nam and is slated to
take over duties as the top
noncommissioned officer in
the company.

Not only is this his second
tour in the Republic of Viet
Nam, but he’ll also be right
next door to his old com-
pany, Company B, and he
still carries a high ‘“Above
the Rest' spirit.

On his first tour in Viet
Nam, First Sergeant Dayer
was with the brigade when
it landed in July of 1965 and
stayed until May of 1966,
when he rotated back to the
states.

While in the states, Dayer
was a first sergeant in the
Ist Battalion "(ATrbormne),
501st Infantry, at Ft. Camp-
bell, Ky.

When asked if he had any
reason for coming back to
the “Screaming - Eagles” in
Viet Nam, his reply was,
“I came back to get a mere
sense of satisfaction.”

Abu’s pew first sergeant is
presently .in the ‘‘Screaming
Eagles” Proficiency School at
the base camp in Phan Rang.

HELP FOR QRPHANAGE—Major Thomas F. Bligh, brigade civil affairs officer from

Douglaston,

N.Y., poses with ane of the sisters of the orphanage at Phan Thiet and her

. helpers and charges. The “ Hammonton News"” of Hammonton, N.].,donated funds for a water

system to be installed in the orphanage.

The First Screaming Eagles in Viet Nam

(US Army Photo by PFC Daniel Stroebel)
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Widow Makers
Make Widow
Of‘Missus’ Tiger

SONG MAO — The jungles of Viet Nam have many
hidden dangers—Viet Cong, North Vietnamese soldiers,
and natural predators.

Staff Sergeant Berrard Yost and Specialist Four
Wendell Rose of Company C, 2d Battalion (Airborne),
502d Infantry ran into one of these natural predators
while on patrol during Operation Farragut in Binh
Thuan Province, north of Song Mao.

Rose, of Campton, Ky., was on the point, leading
the “Hard Core’” squad up a trail when Yost, the squad
leader, spotted something stalking his point man. The
something turned out to be a 400-pound tiger. Yost,
of Cambridge Md., and a fellow member of the
“Hard Core’” squad, Specialist Four James Duppert,
of Wheaton. Md., quickly brought the tiger down with
bursts from their M-16 rifles.

Commented Yost later about shooting the big cat,
“We spotted the tiger as he was about to attack the
point man of the ‘Hard Core’ squad. Point men .are
hard to come by, especially good enes.”

The squad now has a tiger to add to the list of
hidden jungle dangers it has wiped out.

USARY Signal Chief
Visits Brigade Units

SONG MAO— The First
Signal Brigade commander,
Brigadier General Robert D.
Terry, paid a courtesy visit
to signal units of the Ist
Brigade.

The general received a
briefing and orientation on
brigade signal operations dur-
ing operation Farragut and
toured the signal facilities
of Support Battalion, 10th
Aviation Battalion, and bri-
gade headquarters.

SRS s

SIPOIRES
QUIZ

(AFNB Fealure)

T

Basketball Association?

2. What was the last year
that a nation other than the
United States or Canada
won the Davis Tennis Cup?

AUTOGRAPHED — Miss Hcatker Weodruff, jecture attraction of “The Musician's
Union", autographs the cast of Specialist Four Robert Mirata from Uriah, Cdlif, of Com-
pany C, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry. The musical group entertained hundreds of
brigade troopers at the base camp in Phan Rang while on a USO tour.

(US Army Photo bty SP4 Rcbert G. Lloyd)

Heather Woodruff
‘Bewitches’ Brigade

PHAN RANG— The beautiful Miss Heather
Wocdruff, star of stage, screen, and television (“Be-
witched”), displayed her wares to hundreds of cheering
paratroopers here recently.

Appearing with the “Musician’s Union,” a newly
formed trio of enterprising young men on a USO-
sponsored show, the talented lass from Los Angeles
wowed the “Screaming Eagles” with song and dance
rcutires, jokes and personal conversation.

The show ended too scan for the “Always First’
paratroopers, who won't soon forget the musical and
vocal renditions of the “Musician’s Union.”

17th Cav Deprives
Charlie Of Day Off

By PFC Daniel Stroebel

PHAN RANG— Even when the local Viet Cong near
Fhan Rang decide to take a day off and relax, the
paratragpers of the Ist Brigade are there to uee'that
there is'slack time for the guerrillas.

3. Who are the five active
jockeys who have won 3,000
races?

4. Who is the only Amer-
ican auto racing driver to
win the Le Mans 24-hours
of Endurance three times?

ANSWERS
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SHAKE IT UP — The vivacicus Miss Heather

Woodruff, a feature attraction cf the Musician's Union,
belts out a song to paratroopers of the brigade curing a
USO sponsored show at 1the Phaen Rang tase ccmp.

(US Army Photo by SP5 Rcbert G. Lleyd)

Operating a checkpoint a-
leng Highway |, the members
of Troop A, 2d Squadron,17th
(Airborne) Cavalry, along
with Vietnamese National
Police, were informed by
passing Vietnamese that a
group of VC were at rest in
the village of Vinh Hao,
south of Phan Rang.

Captain Dale Wagner,
troop commander, along with
12 men of his “alert’” pla-
toon (Eagle Flight), made a
heliborne assault north of the
village and were immediately
brought under fire by an
estimated 15 VC who fled
when the Cav troopers
advanced on the village under
a barrage of automatic weap-

The First Screaming Eagles in Viet Nam

ons fire,

Two more platoons of
Troop A were brought in
while gunships pounded the
area with rockets and ma-
chine gun fire. Moving
(hrough the village, the par-
atroopers trapped one VC in
a bunker and literally “blew
him through the roof of the
bunker,”” said Captain
Wagner. The other VC dis-
persed into groups of two
and three and fled into the
jungle escaping the para—
trocpers’ determined assault. |

Althcugh the action result-
ed in only one VC killed, the
paratroopers have shown
“Charlie” that they intend
to give him no rest,

T
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The First SCREAMING EAGLES in Viet Nam
P.O. Box 675
Sweetwater, TN 37874-0675

1015t Airhorue Division
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EETAYOETT

E-MAIL

Correction to Rumors
Saturday, May 14, 2011 4:48 PM
From: Walter B Wesley

To: “Ivan Worrell” <firstbrigades101magazine@yahoo.com>

Hello Ivan,

After 45 years or so of not knowing anyone who was in the
Provisional Company I commanded during the Dak To operation,
I accidentally met Les Kennedy (2/502 A&HHC 6/66-6/67) last
week. We had lunch yesterday and while he remembered my name
I just did not know him at all. We had a great time and I think a
friendship has developed. Quite a guy, DSC, SS, PH just among a
few of his awards.

He had not read S.L.A. Marshall’s book “Battles in the Monsoon”
and I loaned him a copy. Which brought up a couple of, in my mind,
rumors, and or myths that Les and I discussed.

S.L.A. Marshall was not the reporter who was on the operation and
made the first report to the news media. That person, who left while
Carpenter was still on the hill, was Mert Perry of “Newsweek.” He
left before dark and released the story before Bill was off the
hill. The next morning before I was sent in we had several choppers
full of reporters who swarmed on us and Marshall was not in that
group either. Editor’s note: To the best of my knowledge S.L.A.
Marshall never left the Brigade Forward Headquarters. He did
wear khaki shirts and trousers with a single star on each collar
denoting his reserve, retired rank of Brigadier General.

- It was reported that the ‘Gunfighter’ told Bill, on the air after he
called the Napalm strike, he was putting him in for the CMH. Iwas
in the CP and heard that remark so it is true. What has not been
mentioned “anywhere’ is that Bill replied with, “I don’t care about
that, I brought these guys in here and only want to get them out.”
Not an exact quote (memory) but typical of Bill’s personality at that
time.

- Les indicated that the rumor was that his men hated him and that
was the reason he was pulled up to Brigade and later to Saigon. My
memory is that he had served most of his “allowed time™ as a company
commander, and with all the publicity he was taken back to Brigade
for PIO purposes and then went to be General Westmoreland’s aide
for the same reason. Editor’s note: I have never heard the rumor
about C Company men not liking Bill Carpenter. The reason he left
was that General William C. Westmoreland told him that he wanted
him to be his Aide-de-Camp and a Captain does not say no to a Four
Star General. As for PIO purposes, I was the Information Officer
and there was no push for a Bill Carpenter publicity campaign.
Publicity was over when Operation Hawthorne ended.

July 2011
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My DEROS was up shortly after that and I returned to CONUS
from Tuy Hoa a couple of weeks later. I do recall the author visiting
us before I left and the attention he received.

U.S. POSTAL SERVICE

+ BG(R) JOHN W. COLLINS, IITI, DCO 7-12/67 CO 12/67-7/68,
210 Hillview Dr., San Antonio, TX 78209-2205, (210) 822-0873
sent this message with his renewal: Still waking up every morning.
Will be 90 in a couple of months. Very much alive —so no complaints.

Rip Collins

+ RICHARD DAVIS, 2/502 B 9/66-9/67, P.O. Box 87, Foster, WV
25081-0087, (304) 369-1472 sent the following with his renewal:
Your efforts are the main reason the 1 BDE men still gather and you
are to be commended for that, sir. None of us (well most) never kept
the D&W papers and now I relish reading what, where, when and
who of some of the “adventures” we had.

Thank you again for your work. Strike Force Sir!

Richard Davis, B/2/502, Class of 66-67

+ DONNIE BOURSAW wife of DAN L. BOURSAW, 2/327 INF
A 10/66-9/67, P.O. Box 653, West Branch, MI 48661, (989) 345-
1061 sent the following with her husband’s subscription renewal.
I want you to know how much I appreciate your efforts to publish
this journal. We are sorely in need of more “historical” guardians
in this age of ignorance in regards to our nation’s history. I know
how much effort goes into this publication since I to am involved in
similar activities. Thank you so much both on behalf of my husband
and myself.

Editor’s Note: OOPS, I made an enormous mistake as an editor
when I let the comment about those who denigrated David
Hackworth get by me in the letter by Grady Jones in the last issue.
This started a rush to agree or disagree by others. I have never
published open lettersto debate any subject. Ifyouwishto agreethat
David Haclworth was great contact Grady Jones at gjonesabi@,
netzero.net; I was contacted by Billy Robbins, abuonezero@gmail.
com, and Tom Taylor thixxx@aol.com, and others who had less
complimentary views of Dave. Dave was a friend of mine. He had
traits and did things I did not approve of but he was still my friend.
Again, I regret I let the uncomplimentary description of those who
did not agree with Grady Jones relative to his opinion of Dave
Hackworth and for which Grady has written to me and apologized
go into print.

+ Current Subscriber 5]
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Kenneth Berryhill
1/327 C 67-68

OBITUARIES

The following obituary was
received from MAJ(R) Walter W.
Jackson (1/327 C 7/67-6/68). Ken
served in the Weapons Platoon (4%)
Company C 1/327 in 1967-1968.
Condolences can be sent to his
widow: Brenda Berryhill, 2259 Old
Walthall Rd., Europa, MS 39744,

Services for Kenneth Berryhill, 63,
of Eupora were March 3, 2011, at
Wise Funeral Home in Eupora with
the Rev. Jerry Hatcher officiating
/. and the Rev. Dan Beardain

assisting. Burial with military
honors was in Mt. Nebo Cemetery.

He was born Aug. 18, 1947, in Mathiston to the late Octavia Prewitt
and Leon Hayes Berryhill.

Mr. Berryhill served in the Army and was a veteran of the Vietnam
War. He was a member of the Masons and worked as an engineer on
a riverboat for most of his life. He died March 1, 2011.

Survivors include his wife, Brenda Berryhill of Eupora; a son,
Leon Wade Berryhill of Eupora; a stepson, Randy Westmoreland of
Eupora; two daughters, Angela Campbell of Starkville and Jenny
Crow of Eupora; a stepdaughter, Krystal Westmoreland of Eupora;
a brother, Russell Berryhill of Eupora; a sister, Margie Berryhill of
Murfreesboro, Tenn; 15 grandchildren; one great-grandchild and
several nieces and nephews.

GERALD C. HORNBECK, 1/327 A 12/65-3/66, P.O. Box 195,
Higley. AZ 85236-0195, (480) 586-0449. eloise7543(@msn.com
sent the following obituary.

David W. Haskell, Jr.
24 July 1947- 12 May 2011
ABU Co. 1/327 7/65-6/66

On the 12th day of May 2011 at 6:50 AM with family by his side at
home, Linda said goodbye to her ABU soldier as Dave took his last
helicopter home. Dave will no longer feel the anger, pain, suffering
and fears from long ago. The last year was hard on Dave, in and out of
the hospital and unable to pursue his passions -- riding his new Harley
with Linda, body building and weight lifting and volunteering and
recruiting young Vets into the local V.F.W Post # 584. Dave realized
if we did not recruit young Vets, our V.F.W.s would become a thing
of the past. There was a Celebration
of Life held at VF.W. Post # 584 in
Albany, Oregon, at 1:00 PM. on the
4th of June 2011. Dave and Linda
were able to make the reunion in
Omaha and visit with everybody.
During a side trip from Omaha to
Springfield, Missouri, Dave was able
to locate an old friend that he played
his first year of high school football
with in Tecumseh, Nebraska. It turns
out that this old friend married and
is still married to a girl that both of
them had a crush on in school. This
discovery was very emotional and
meaningful to Dave. Dave’s family

e
gl
7]

LIRS RS RV RS IRV RS IR RV

5!
H

-+

The First Screaming Eagles in Viet Nam

lived in Tecumseh in the late 50°s
early 60’s.

Dave was born 24 July 1947 in
Pasadena, California, to Alice and
David W. Haskell, Sr. David Jr. was
the first born of six children (5 boys
and one girl). Like a lot of families
of the time, the family relocated a
few times before settling back in
Montclair, California, in the early
1960s. In 1964 Dave was going
to school at Monclair High and
working as a stacker in the new
home industry. In July Dave decided
to serve his country as an Army
Airborne Paratrooper and joined the Army on 31 July 1964. Dave
did his Basic and AIT training at Fort Polk, Louisiana, and Parachute
training at Fort Benning, Georgia. Upon completion of jump school
and receiving his wings, Dave was reassigned to ABU Company
1/327th Infantry 101st Airborne Division. During this time Dave
was awarded his GED high school equivalent. Dave deployed
with his unit as part of the First Brigade (S) on the troop carrier
USNS General Leroy Eltinge, arriving Cam Ranh Bay Vietnam 29
July 1965. After one year and a number of operations and missions
though out most of South Vietnam, Dave was reassigned state side
with A Co. 1/325 Inf 82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, North
Carolina. While at Bragg Dave excelled as a fire team leader, A
squad leader and all around strike trooper. Dave was promoted to
E-4 on 27 Aug ‘66 and promoted to Sgt E-5 on 16 Feb “67. During
his time in service Dave received his Parachute Wings, Vietnam
Service Medal, Combat Infantryman’s Badge, National Defense
Service Medal. Dave cleared post at Bragg on 28 July ‘67, caught a
military hop from Pope Field, Fort Bragg to Travis Air Force Base
in Southern California.

Once home Dave was working as a carpenter and riding his
motorcycle. Dave married and on Dec 23rd 1969, became a father
of a baby girl, Michelle. Dave and the family moved from Southern
California to Southern Washington during 1975 still working as a
carpenter. During 1986, Dave went back to school in Mt Vernon,
Washington, and got a degree in respiratory therapy, moving to
Port Townsend, Washington, working in the local hospital. During
this time Dave got back into weight lifting, body building, winning
numerous competitions, awards, trophiecs and accolades. Dave
retired from the hospital after ten years and moved around on his
motorcycle. In 2002 Dave settled in Scio, Oregon. Dave and Linda
bought a home in the area of Scio and were married on May 1st,
2004.

Daveis survived by his wife Linda, daughter Michelle, grandaughters
Kayleigh and Megan, brothers Sam, Gary, Clark, Walter and sister
Kathlyn.

Please keep Dave and Linda and the family in your prayers.
Dave was a “TRUE AMERICAN PATRIOT AND HERO.”

DAVE REST INPEACE AND YOU WILL NOT BE FORGOTTEN,
MY FRIEND.
‘ABU’ IS THE BEST THE HELL WITH THE REST

The following was received May 23, 2011, from LTC(R) Billy R.
Robbins, 1/327 ABU 11/62-8/66, P. O. Box 1327, Sharpsburg, NC
27878-1327, (252) 382-2300 (cell)

abuonezero@gmail.com.

I would like for you to print this in the next publication of The First
Screaming Eagles in Viet Nam magazine:

Abu David W. Haskell, Jr., P.O. Box 724, Scio, OR 97374, rode Lee

Roy Eltinge -- July 1965 to July 1966 Abu Company, Viet Nam --
passed away at 6:50 AM, on 12 May, 2011.
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Also -- please print in your magazine the following poem written
for David by his wife, Linda, and an article written by David.

Both are included in my book “ABOVE THE REST: ABU
COMPANY.”

TO MY SOLDIER: DAVID W. HASKELL, JR.

Thank you to my soldier and the many thousands more,
who left the comforts of their boyhood and went marching off to war:

You fought a war that 1 and many others never fully understood,
and I'm sorry for that soldier because I really should.

I can only glimpse a small part of your anger, pain and fears,
Jiom the expressions in your eyes as they so often fill with tears,
and 1 realize you've still fighting after more than 40 years.

1 can only hold your hand in mine and tell you that I love you and I care,
I thank you for your service and I'm proud beyond compare,
and I hope that when you 've hurting you will always find me there.

Your proud wife, Linda Haskell

THE LAST HELICOPTER HOME
By David W. Haskell, Jr.

I’'m not trying to justify my actions. I’'m not even asking your
forgiveness. I don’t expect you to understand or even like me.
That would be too much to ask for anyone. It’s hard to be around
someone who rejects friendship and love. But I crave them, even
though I continually run from them.

You only see me when I'm angry or pissed or when I'm
masquerading in my don’t mess with me mode. That’s a mode I
have perfected and it has served me well. It protects me. It keeps
you from seeing my pain and suffering, my guilt and frustration.

When I was 18, I fought in a war. I caused people to die. I piled
their bodies like firewood to be burned. I carried my comrade’s
dead, stiff, limp bodies and added them to a pile inside a helicopter
so they could leave the battlefield and take their last ride home. I
also carried my wounded, screaming friends to a helicopter, some
with a missing foot, some without a hand, arms, or missing a leg,
yet, I laid their bloody. broken bodies on top of other Abu friends
that were moaning, screaming, and going into shock, that were
already piled on the floor of the helicopter. I can remember looking
into the eyes of my friends, seeing their expressions of pain as they
begged me to help them. But, at the time, all I could do was force
myself to turn away and go pick up another broken friend and add
him to the pile.

Some of my surviving comrades, proud, brave and young, were
able to come home from Southeast Asia and get on with their
lives, to function in society, to be successful in life, to be haunted
occasionally by the horrors of war. They are the lucky ones.

Some of us, however, forty years later are trying to catch that
helicopter, to leave the battlefield. Some of us are still struggling
through those sweltering jungles and sloshing through those
leech infested rice paddies. We’re still fighting battles that never
end, piling bodies and mourning our fallen comrades. At night
our dreams are not sweet. Night after night Vietnam plays in our
heads like a never-ending horror film, over and over. We cry a lot.
Sometimes we don’t sleep because we don’t want to see the film
again.
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Some of us have intrusive thoughts that plague us during the day and
won’t leave us alone, like short previews of the nightly films.
Sometimes something like the sound of a helicopter or the smell of
a certain food or the sight of a tree line next to an open field can
exasperate these intrusive thoughts and sometimes they can be so real
that we are back in country. We call them flashbacks.

Some of struggles to function, to act right, to act normal when we
aren’t. Some of us have committed suicide and hopefully they suffer
no more. Others of us have chosen a slower death, escaping to oblivion
through nightly rendezvous with alcohol or some other chemical for
a short reprieve from pain, only to waken to the reality that the battle
goes on.

We try to act right and sometimes we succeed. Other times we isolate,
we act like hermits trying to avoid contact with as few normal people
as possible, choosing to only be around other combat vets when we
do socialize.

Often when we do try to interact with others it is disastrous. We are
often frustrated, agitated, surly and angry. We are angry with ourselves
and everybody else and we hate ourselves.

We don’t want to be like we are. We would love to be your friend,
but we can’t. We seek help through counseling, religion, exercise and
anything else that might help.

We want to catch that last helicopter.

We want to come home!

On 12 May 2011, Abu brother -- David W. Haskell, Jr., finally caught

that last helicopter home, and now he is safe, patrolling Heaven for
the Lord.

LTC(R) Charles T. (Tom) Furgeson (2/327 A & HHC 5/66-5/67) sent
the obituary below. Dieter was in the AT Platoon of HHC 2/327 66-67.
He fought as Infantry in reinforcing C Company at the Battle of Trung
Luong. He was also wounded there.

Dieter P. Steigerwald, Sr.
2/327 HQ 12/65-12/66

Dieter P. Steigerwald, 67, of Onondaga Hill, received his wings
Monday, April 18, 2011, at St. Joseph’s Hospital. He was the owner of
Paul’s & Steigerwald’s Meat Market. Dieter was a Vietnam veteran,
serving in the 2/327 Infantry Battalion, 101st Airborne Division and
was an avid outdoorsman. Surviving are his wife of 38 years, Marion
Reith; a son, Dieter P. (Amy) Steigerwald, Jr.; a daughter, Micheiie
(Scott) Johnson; four grandchildren, Heidi, Dieter III and Mia
Steigerwald and Owen Johnson; his mother, Irene; brother, Armin
(Liz); mother and father-in-law and family in Germany. Services:
were 10 a.m. Tuesday, April 26 at St. Michael-St. Peter Church, 4782
W. Seneca Tpk. Burial was private. In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to the Syracuse VA Medical Center, 800 Irving Ave.,
Syracuse, NY 13210, Attn: Voluntary Service #135. Butler-Badman
Funeral Home www.butlerbadmanfuneralhome.com

Published in Syracuse Post Standard from April 22 to April 24, 2011
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Entrance to new Mess Hall at 101st Base at Phan Rang, 2/67.

A Troop History 1966 - DETAILS
OF MY FIRST MISSION

GEORGE EDWARD BROWN, 2/17 CAV A 6/66-1/68
101 N. Eagle Rd., Havertown, PA 19083-3435
(610) 789-6609

grumpy377@gmail.com

I finally found info on my first (cherry) mission
with A Troop, 2/17 Cav., 1 Bde., 101 Abn. Div.
and the man that was KIA on it. I may have been
fuzzy as to the date, early July, instead of late June.
I remember my first chopper ride and exit, six (6)
feet above the grass, which was over six (6) feet high,
carrying the PL’s radio (PRC-25) and the run in
with the VC/NVA in which Sgt. Curtis H. Ransdell
was KIA (Panel 9E, Line 6) and two (2) others WIA.
The survivor of the initial engagement (we were told
at the time he was a Chinese SF type) kept us pinned
down, though wounded in both legs, till a MIKE force
patrol that was nearby came up behind him and killed
him. After medivacing our KIA and WIAs on advice
of the MF guys, we beat feet for VN and extraction.
This report helped put some substance to what was in
the back of my mind.
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UNIT HISTORY
of

Troop A, 2nd Squadron, 17th Cavalry
1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division
For the Calendar year 1966

Written By: Geffory S. Moakley
Captain Armor
James R Roane
Captain Armor
Executive Officer

Approved By: Dale N. Wagner
Captain Armor
Commanding

“A” Troop, 2/17th Cavalry

New Year’s Day 1966 found Troop A 2nd Squadron, {7th Cavatry,
Ist Brigade, 101st Airborne Division commanded by Captain
William R. Wilson OF xxxxx, with 1* Sergeant E-8 Gerald Martelli
RA xx xxx xxx as First Sergeant. The Executive Officer was 1/Lt
Robert R Korkin OF xxxxx. 1/Lt Fowler Goodowens OF xxxxxx
was Operations Officer.
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Platoon Leaders (L19) artillery observers and Forward Air Controllers, both of whom
Ist Plt. Gerald V. Palma OF xxxxx came up on the troop radio net. The aircraft spotted a company of
2nd PIt. Doye W. Adams OF xxxxx well dug-in Viet Cong waiting in the village, as well as squad size
3rd Plt. Seth F. Hudgins Jr. OF xxxxx enemy flanking elements in the village to the south and cemetery to
the north. The brigade immediately committed an infantry battalion
by helicopters; the battalion entered the village from the west
and southwest, and destroyed the enemy in place while the Third
Platoon acted as a blocking force on the east. Two air strikes were
called, using A1E Sky Raiders and jets with napalm, fragmentation
bombs, and 20mm cannon fire. During the five-hour battle, the troop
suffered one KIA, PFC Richard G Philbin RA xx xxx xxx, who was
evacuated and received credit for seven (7) of the fifty or sixty enemy
killed (Body Count). With the main battle over, the 3rd Platoon, in
conjunction with the infantry battalion, conducted a sweep of the
surrounding area with negative results. It was 2030 hours before the
platoon returned to North Field.

Platoon Sergeants

E-7 James L. Richardson RA xx XXX XXX
E-7 Karl F. Olga RA xx XXX XXX

E-7 Ransom E. Smith RA xx XXX XXX

On 13 and 17 January 1966 PFC John W. Lewis US xx xxx xxx and
David L Jackson RA xx xxx xxx were respectively killed in action
by sniper fire south of Phan Rang while escorting convoys. Enemy
casualties were unknown. About the 20th of January, the Brigade
left its Phan Rang base camp for an operation in the rice bowl area of
Tuy Hoa, a coastal city north of Nha Trang. The Brigade’s mission
was to protect the rice harvest, estimated at 30,000 tons, a large
amount of which was previously collected by the Viet Cong in the
surrounding hills. The Cavalry Troop out loaded on landing ship
transports and moved along the coast to Tuy Hoa some five (5) days.
The seas were too rough to attempt a landing. In the mean time the
infantry battalions were flown to Tuy Hoa North and South Airfields.
After giving up all hope of effecting a seaborne landing the LSTs
headed south to Cam Rahn Bay, where the troop was off loaded and
then flew by C-130s to Tuy Hoa. Captain George A Hamilton OF
xxxxx assumed command on 25 January, replacing Captain Wilson
who went to the Brigade S-3. The troop finished out the month of
January providing perimeter security at North and South Airfields.
On 1 February, Lt Geoffrey S Moakley OF xxxxx joined the troop,

The next night, 3 February, about 2400 hours a 12 man patrol
from the Second Platoon suffered four WIA at CQ107527 as they
approached a village in which a VC rally was being held. The
patrol, with its wounded, withdrew across the open rice paddies
under cover of mortar and artillery barrages Enemy casualties were
unknown. The remainder of the month was spent securing artillery
batteries at CQ134523, a location henceforth known as artillery hill,
and sending out 36 hour, 12 to 15 man patrols into the surrounding
troublesome villages. “Charlie” (the Viet Cong) usually had free run
in these villages after sundown, although our patrols did police up
twelve Viet Cong (Body Count) over the rest of the month. The troop
suffered, a few more WIAs due mostly to night time VC ambushes
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making the troop two officers over of our patrols, and had a machine gun
strength. . jeep destroyed by a road mine on the

: 24th, resulting in three more American
About 1100 hours on 2 February, , WIAs.

the troop was alerted to secure an s - = & o o oo o

Engineer Platoon from Co A, 326 : : = Bl
Engineer. The engineers were being
sniped at while repairing a one lane
rice paddy road south west of the
Brigade Command Post, located at
North Field. The troop Commander
and Lt Hudgins, 3rd Platoon, were
mounted and on their way to the
danger spot 15 minutes later. The 3rd
Platoon arrived at the trouble spot was
hampered by a tremendous number of
field workers thronging the road away
from the direction of the sniper’s
rounds and the displacement of an
artillesy battery just ahead of them. |
Arriving at the construction site, the
platoon deployed dismounted, leaving
a few men to secure the vehicles.
After proceeding into the rice paddies
amidst sniper fire, the platoon ran into
a solid wall of fire from three sides
as it neared a small village. The Viet
Cong had prematurely sprung a well

On the 26th of February 1/LT Korkin
~ departed for an advisory position with

an ARVN (Army Republic of Viet Nam)
Cavalry Squadron. /Lt Adams became
the Executive Officer and 1/Lt Moakley
took charge of the Second Platoon.
About this same time a Fourth Platoon,
provisional security was attached (later
assigned) with ULt Goodowens as
Platoon Leader and SSG Stranahan as
Platoon Sergeant. The troop also received
a 60” search light detachment for night
surveillance. With these attachments,
the unit’s strength approached that of a
- light battalion and was jokingly called
“Hamilton’s Battalion.” The direct
support artillery batteries, which we
secured, enhanced this title.

In March the troop continued its mission
of securing artillery batteries, patrolling
and provided one platoon for the
perimeter security of North Field. About
planned horseshoe ambush. The 3rd 0800 hours, Sunday, 13 March, a patrol
Platoon immediately deployed on = | from the 1st Platoon became heavily
either side of the foot path leading out Motto above doorway “HAVE GUN WILL TRAVEL.” engaged at CQ105526 and suffered four
of the second village, called for artille Taken during one of our rare visits to our home base. his patrol’s assistance with the remainder
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of the platoon. An air strike was also used. This engagement resulted
in one Viet Cong KIA (BC) and an undetermined number of enemy
WIA. The Dust Off (Medical Evacuation Helicopter) called to
evacuate the American wounded was shot down over the rice paddies
by the VC. The pilots were quickly rescued by another helicopter.
I/Lt Moakley’s Second Platoon, located at North Field was brought
in by Eagle Flight to secure the downed helicopter a half hour later.
In the mean time, the VC had attempted to destroy the unguarded
Dust Off by exploding a grenade inside it. Another huey airlifted the
crippled helicopter out at 1400 hours.

Towards the end of March, the troop, in conjunction with A Company
326 Engineers, was given the mission of opening and securing the
thirty kilometer stretch of Route #1 north of Tuy Hoa to Tuy An. The
road opening operation itself took some four days, with the troop
guarding the engineers as they diligently mine swept every inch of
the road and its shoulders, blew some 15 railroad track obstacles
implanted across the road, filled some 200 cuts in the road and
effected bypasses around or over blown bridges. This was the first
time in well over a year that this stretch of road was open to traffic.
Some nine (9) road mines were discovered by the mine detectors,
with one mine blowing the rear wheels off a 24-ton truck. The troop
established its Command Post on “Hill 32,” mid way between Tuy
Hoa and Tuy An and made extensive use of the search light at night.
Each morning the road was mine swept by the engineers The troop
physically occupied all major terrain features along the route during
daylight hours.

Although VC sniping was common at ranges of 500 to 1000 meters,
no major incidents hindered any of the daily resupply convoys
while the troop secured this route. Platoon Sergeant Olga, who was
medically evacuated to Japan in February, was replaced by SFC Jose
M Perez RA XX XXX XXX.

The month of April found the troop CP still on “Hill 32, with the
mission being the security of Route #1 between Tuy Hoa and Tuy
An. Sergeant E-8 Michael Francis Lynn RA xx xxx xxx, joined the
troop in April and shortly thereafter replaced First Sergeant Martelli,
who DEROSed the 15th of May. Platoon Sergeant Smith went back
to the states on emergency leave and was thereafter reassigned.

About the 23d the troop moved to Nhon Co by C-130 as a provisional
infantry company, taking only 11 vehicles on this move. Our mission
was to secure the airfield and brigade command post by establishing
three (3) platoon bases 3000 to 4000 meters out and patrolling from
these bases 24 hours a day.

On the 5th of May the troops four platoons were chinooked to Bu
Gia Map to reinforce and help secure the airhead of the 2d Battalion
(ABN) 502 Infantry. Again, the troop established near-by platoon
bases with the mission of active patrolling. On the 10th, the troop’s
Second. Third and Fourth Platoons and one platoon Co C 2/502
made a forced march to reinforce A Co and the Recondos, both of
whom had just made contact some seven kilometers due west of the
airfield. A Co 2/502 was immediately exploiting information from a
wounded prisoner, indicating that three NVA companies were strung
out in ambush positions on an east west trail leading to Cambodia.
Tree top level passes by helicopter gunships and Air Force jets
(often with bullets cracking bamboo foliage above the platoons)
were alternated with many hundreds of rounds of close in artillery
during the four (4) day engagement.
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On the morning of the 11th, while the infantry confronted the
enemy head on along the trail, the troop cut its way 500 meters
due north and then made a 4000 meter rear flanking movement
due west, severing the enemy’s wire communication line. As the
trail was approached, the Fourth Platoon killed one member, of a
wire recovery team and wounded another, capturing a half-mile
of WD9 wire in the process. With the jaws of the vice in position,
the enemy along the trail in between was mopped up as the pincers
closed and the troop pushed east to meet the oncoming Infantry.

Staff Sergeant Robert L Williams RA xx xxx xxx, a scout squad
leader in the Second Platoon, killed two NVA and captured two
AK 47 Chinese Communist sub-machine guns. For his gallantry
in action, Sergeant Williams was awarded a Silver Star. The action
came to a close with a decisive American victory.

On the evening of 19 May, the troop secured the Bu Gia Map
airstrip as the remnants of infantry and artillery were evacuated by
CV-2 Caribou, C-123 and C-130 aircraft. The troop itself made a
grandstand extraction to Nhon Co by UHI helicopter at dusk, with
gun ship swarming above like homets.

On 26 May, the troop was air lifted to Cheo Reo, where it was
reunited with its vehicles.

The first of June found the troop and Brigade’s mission as well
suddenly changed as the personnel complement were air lifted to
Dak To. Captain Hamilton departed for the Brigade S-3 Staff and
Ist Lt Palma went to Brigade S-2. 1/Lt Adams took command of the
troop.

In the mess hall, Staff Sergeant Pablo Gonzales RA xx xxx xxx
became the Mess Sergeant; and the quality, quantity and environment
of food service within the troop improved 100%, almost overnight.
Troop A may not have had the best mess hall in the brigade, based
on inspection reports by the food service team; but it has served the
best food in the brigade ever since SSG Gonzales took charge. Good
food. well prepared by an industrious, conscientious team of cooks,
has been one of the few real pleasures that a soldier can enjoy in Viet
Nam, and it has been a tremendous morale booster.

At Dak To, the troop had its usual convoy escort missions, Brigade
CP security and patrolling activities. About June 6th the First Platoon
under PSG Richardson was attached to the 2/502 for a dismounted
quasi LRRP (Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol) blocking mission.
On 8 June, Lt Moakley’s Second Platoon (mounted) was attached
to the 1st Battalion (ABN) 327 Infantry for the purpose of helping
to secure the artillery battery that was co-located with the battalion
CP. The previous night, the artillery battery had been partially over
run by a fanatical mortar and human wave attack. On the 9th, the
Second Platoon left its vehicles at the 1/327 CP and was heli-tifted
to reinforce the Tiger reconnaissance element of this battalion. The
next morning, the First Platoon was detached from the 2/502 and
then attached to the Tigers also. The combined cavalry-infantry task
force then helped disengage an infantry company which had suffered
heavy casualties, screened the brigade front, and then pulled back
while a B-52 Bomber attack took place. The remainder of the month
was spent securing convoys and the Brigade CP.
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The 4th Platoon was disbanded and reassigned to the infantry
battalions, part of the reason being the brigade’s low strength due
to the rotational hump and a soldier’s completion of twelve months
of service in Viet Nam. The troop suffered a few injuries during the
month of June and an unusual number of punji stake leg wounds.
The average platoon’s strength was about 20 men.

The end of June and first part of July saw many key new leaders
joining the troop. Sergeant First Class E-7 Billy L Jones RA xx xxx
xxx and Platoon Sergeant Allen H Daily Jr. RA xx XXX XXX were
assigned to the 2nd and 3rd Platoon respectively. PSG Richardson

was promoted to E-7. First Lieutenant Adams, Goodowens and
Hudgins DEROSed about 15 July, Goodowens and Hudgins having
been with the troop since it departed Fort Campbell, Kentucky, in
July 1965. Captain Richard R Maglin took command of the troop
and I/Lt Dale N. Wagner OF xxxxx became the Executive Officer.
2/Lt Michael F McEachin xx xxx xxxX, an infantry officer, took
charge of the 1st Platoon while I/Lts Andrew J Hudson Jr. OF
xxxxx and James R Harding OF xxxxx became the new Second and
Third Platoon leaders respectively. /Lt Moakley returned to the
Brigade rear to take charge of the troop rear area during the rear area
reorganization phase engagement. The troop spent the first half of
July at Dak To, running convoys, conducting patrols and perimeter
security, maintaining a platoon on 30 minute alert status for an Eagle
Flight performing vehicle maintenance and requalifying with all
organic weapons.

On 5 July, prior to /Lt Hudson assuming command of the 2d Platoon,
Sergeant Jones and his Second Platoon (dismounted) was attached
to the 1/327 Infantry. On the 7th, while operating along the Laotian
border on a blocking force search and destroy operation, the 2d
Platoon made contact with the enemy. During the brief but intense
fire fight which resulted, Sergeant Curtis H Ransdell RA xx Xxx Xxx
the scout section leader, was killed and two other scouts, Sergeant
E-5 John M Dichesare RA xx xxx xxx and PFC Larry Christenson
US xx xxx xxx were wounded. Three NVA soldiers were killed
(BC) and two (2) AK 47 rifles were captured. On the 8th, the Second
Platoon rejoined the troop.

The Brigade then commenced air movement from Dak To to Tuy
Hoa and established its command post at North Field with the troop
closing on the 21st. For the next five months, missions centered on
convoy escotts, security for the Brigade CPs, rice paddy patrols and
joint operations with the local Vietnamese Army Units. The troop
also established a 50 Caliber machine gun observation post atop
Chap Chai, a 1200 foot mountain which overlooked the Brigade CP
and much of the surrounding rice paddies. Pictures of the position
were reprinted in all theatre publications and the Army Times.

On 1 August, PSG Stranahan was wounded in a rice paddy firefight
and soon after evacuated to CONUS for further treatment. PSG
Robert L Weathers RA xx xxx xxx was then assigned to the First
Platoon. Shortly thereafter /Lt James R Roane OF xxx xxx replaced
Lt McEachin, who was reassigned to an infantry battalion. While
guarding the brigade perimeter during the early part of the month, a
masonry bunker, probably built by the French, collapsed around and
severely injured PFC Harold E. Barnhardt RA xx xxx xxx. On the
16th, the troop was assigned the mission of securing a 20-kilometer
stretch of Route #l just north of Vung Ro Bay, where a harbor
facility was being constructed. I/Lt Dale N Wagner was promoted
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to Captain on the 27th. The 30th, we were relieved in place by the
newly arrived 1st Brigade of the 4th Infantry Division.

On 31 August the 3rd Platoon along with Popular Force troops began
a joint operation just outside of the Brigade perimeter around the
town of Minh Duc. The mission was for the cavalry to surround the
village and the PF to search it for VC and weapons. On 1 September
the 1st Platoon was deployed to the North West of the village as a
blocking force. The platoon moved into a blocking position without

-.incident, shortly after this the platoon was ordered to move south

to rejoin the 3rd Platoon when it suddenly received automatic
weapons fire from a wood line to the west. The platoon was unable
to maneuver and the 3rd Platoon was called to assist. SP/4 Ronnie
Bowman RA xx xxx xxx was wounded in this engagement. Captain
Maglin ordered the troop to maintain contact with the enemy and
the two platoons pushed west, through open rice paddies and a
small village. The Third Platoon killed four (4) retreating VC and
the troop was ordered to withdraw to the Brigade CP for another
mission. The 1st Platoon left a 15-man stay-behind patrol to ambush
in the vicinity of the dead VC. As the two platoons withdrew the
1st Platoon took up the lead, with the 3rd providing rear security.
As the 1st Platoon neared Minh Duc the Third Platoon was attacked
from the rear and two sides by the VC. Immediately the platoon
began to suffer casualties and the 1st Platoon was maneuvered into
a supporting position, the 2" Platoon which had just returned from
another mission was placed in support near Minh Duc and employed
their 106mm RR. After several artillery bombardments, a jet strike
and numerous passes by armed helicopters the 3rd Platoon was able
to withdraw, however, they had one (1) killed and nine (9) wounded.
The wounded included a Lt from the Brigade S-5 and one Popular
Forces soldier.

Later in the day, just prior to dark the VC began to come back
into the area where the dead VC lay. Since it wasn’t dark yet SGT
Downer RA xx xxx xxx the patrol leader, had not established the
ambush. Before the ambush was set, it was discovered and the patrol
was forced to give its self away by killing two VC. Immediately the
patrol was ordered to withdraw. This was no easy task as there were
some 40 or more VC in the immediate area. However, SGT Downer,
who was already known for his ability to remain calm in critical
situations led his patrol through the VC and back to the base camp
without suffering a single casualty.

On the 7th of September, Lt Harding’s Third Platoon made a
seaborne village invasion, using junks, while the other platoons, in
conjunction with ARVN troops, cordoned off the village by overland
movement. A thorough search of this village exposed an extensive
tunnel fortification system and eight booby traps. On the 10th, the
troop established two platoon base areas around Chap Chai, with the
mission being intensive patrolling to hinder Viet Cong interference
with the oncoming national Vietnamese elections. Lt Moakley
resumed command of the Second Platoon on the 11th, with Captain
Wagner taking charge of the Cavalry-Engineer Maintenance and
Holding Team at Phan Rang and Lt Hudson becoming the Executive
Officer. On the evening of the 12th, Staff Sergeant E-6 Charles
Gaddis RA xx xxx xxx, had his legs critically injured on “Hill 32”
by an Air Force butterfly bomblet used as a VC mine. The troop
escorted two (2) ARVN food and resupply convoys on the 13th
and 16th to La Hai, a town about 60 kilometers northwest of Tuy
Hoa. On the evening of the 17% the 1st and 2nd Platoons began
a three day dismounted operation in the high ground northwest of
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we srigade CP with negative results. Another dismounted operation
was conducted in the same general vicinity on the 28th thru 1st of
October, resulting in one VC KIA (BC) and one carbine captured.
Lt. Hudson was promoted to Captain on the 27th. During the months
of October and November the troop ran convoys to Cung Son,
hampered by heavy rains. The engineers mine swept the road each
day. These convoys had four vehicles blown up by mines that the
engineers had missed. The 2nd Platoon went on a two (2) hour hedge
hopping Eagle flight with some ARVNS to destroy VC rice seedling
beds with chemical herbicide. The 2nd Platoon provided security
while the ARVN s sprayed the seed plots. About 10 seedbeds were
sprayed.

During the month of November, the temple of our nighttime rice
paddy patrols was increased. Lt. Roane was promoted to Captain on
the 20th and replaced Capt. Hudson as Executive Officer. Captain
Hudson went to Brigade S-4. Captain Wagner assumed command
of the troop on the 21st, replacing Captain Maglin, who became
an Assistant Brigade S-3 Officer. On Thanksgiving evening, 25
November, the Third Platoon was attacked by two (2) Chinese
communist hand grenades and semi-automatic weapons as it entered
Minh Duc to begin patrolling. Before the troops could dismount their
3/4-ton trucks, the two (2) or three (3) Viet Cong who perpetrated the
attack had fled the normally friendly village. PFC John K. Thompson
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RA xx xxx xxx, had just eaten his last turkey dinner. Two nights
later a Cheu Hoi led the Third Platoon across the rice paddies to
the normal haunts of the VC who killed Thompson. Two enemy
were killed and some grenades, documents and medical supplies
captured. This slight victory was not enough to make amends for the
ironic death of an American on Thanksgiving night.

November’s payday was held on 4 December and Lt. Harding
reported for duty with Brigade S-1 on the 7th. The troop was
airlifted to Kontum during the night of 7-8 December. Our mission
at Kontum centered around Brigade, security duty and convoys.
Christmas Eve was notable for the spontaneous fireworks display of
some 500 hand held flares. The variegated colors of the star clusters
and flares seemed to bring out the spirit of an otherwise listless
Christmas Eve. The last major event of the year was a three-day
joint ARVN-Cavalry road opening and military outpost resupply
operation conducted with six (6) Vietnamese companies beginning
on the 28" New Year’s Eve found the 1st Platoon heliborne on its
way to an artillery battery security mission. SSG Gonzales, SGT.
James L Howard RA xx xxx xxx and PFC Roger W Drought RA xx
Xxx xxx are the only 137 remaining members of this unit that landed
in the Republic of Viet Nam on 28 July 1965.
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“11 June 2011
Ivan!

Location: Marriott Nashville Airport
Time: Tuesday 14 Aug 2012 through 19 Aug 2012
1#Brigade Grand Ole Opry visit Saturday 18 Aug 2012

/S/ Walt Jackson (208) 340-5740 (cell)

First Brigade Separate Dinner/Event (casual) Tuesday 14 Aug 2012
Week of the Eagles (WOE) DMOR Ceremony, unit visits at Fort Campbell, etc.

First Brigade Separate Dinner
at the 2012 101*t Airborne Division Association Reunion

Issue the “Warning Order” for the 13" First Brigade Biennial Reunion.

I visited the hotel and the Grand Ole Opry today. The hotel can easily accommodate attendees from the 1* Brigade Separate. Little Jimmy
Dickens is playing at the Opry tonight. The flood damage will be repaired by next year. This is a win-win for all concerned!”
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ABOVE THE REST, ABU COMPANY, By Billy R. Robbins

Editor’s Note: The book is in two volumes and is a down to earth
account of Billy’s life before and during his Army experience.
His friends from those Army days also tell great stories of the
exploits of ABU COMPANY. He writes great descriptions of the
surroundings for his stories and pulls no punches about those he
served with or for. Do not expect to always agree with his take
on the matters he writes about. I recommend the two volumes
and hope you enjoy them. To order write or call Billy R. Robbins,
P.O.BOX 1327, SHARPSBURG, NC 27878 --or-- 2686 Clubhouse
Dr. S., Clearwater, FL 33761, Phone: 252-382-2300 or 895- 327-
1327. Following is a biographical sketch of the author.

Billy R. Robbins was born on Veterans Day, 11 November 1936, a
Scorpio, aerial-delivered by a stork to his father’s farm-house near
Sharpsburg, North Carolina.

He joined the United States Army as a Private E-1 on 1 August 1957,
and retired as a Lieutenant Colonel on 31 July 1987.

On 6 January 1958, he was assigned to the Legendary Abu Company,
1 Airborne Battle Group, 101 Airborne Division, Fort Campbell,
Kentucky — and the Airborne hasn’t been the same since!

He graduated from Airborne School at Fort Campbell, Kentucky,
February 1958; pitched baseball for the 327" Battle Group from
1958 to 1960. His uniform number was 10 and First Sergeant,
Trinidad Prieto, nick-named him ONE ZERO. He also pitched for
the 1-327% from 1963 to 1965.

April 1960, as a Specialist Fourth Class (SP/4) Robbins graduated
from the RECONDO School of the 101 Airborne Division and in
May 1960, was promoted to sergeant; in November 1960, he was
assigned to C Company, 504® Airborne Battle Group, Lee Barracks,
Mainz, West Germany; a graduate of Jumpmaster School and Aerial
Delivery School with German Paratroopers; and graduated from the
Non-Commissioned Officer Academy in Bad Tolz, West Germany.

In November 1962, again assigned to Abu Company, he deployed to
South Viet Nam as an Abu in July 1965, on the USNS General Le
Roy Eltinge, eventually, serving seven (7) years in Abu Company.

In September 1966, as a member of the 501 Air Assault Battalion at
Fort Campbell, flew to Detroit, Michigan, in 1967, assisting that city
against a deadly riot and later in 1967, assigned to the Basic Training
Marksmanship Committee Group at Fort Campbell, earning the role
as primary shooter in the Army’s Quick Kill Program.

In March 1968, Robbins attended the Infantry Officer Candidate
School (OCS), Fort Benning, Georgia, graduated on 22 August
1968, as a Second Lieutenant, infantry branch, and assigned as an
instructor in the U.S. Army’s Ranger Department School at Fort
Benning, teaching patrolling, ambushing, tracking, map reading,
land navigation and survival.

In June 1969, Robbins was assigned as platoon leader, E Company,
Recon Platoon, 1% Battalion, 20 Infantry, 11" Infantry Brigade,
23" (Americal) Infantry Division, Chu Lai and Duc Pho, South
Viet Nam, and in July 1970, reassigned to Fort Campbell as a
company commander and in January 1975, assigned to Darmstadt,
West Germany, and in 1977, assigned fo the Training and Doctrine
Command (TRADOC) Headquarters at Fort Monroe, Virginia.
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BILLY R. ROBBINS

In 1980, he was assigned to Headquarters, 8" Army, Seoul, Korea, and
in 1982, assigned to Fort Myer, Virginia, and placed in charge of the
largest company in the U. S. Army, Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, with over 2200 assigned and attached personnel.

He earned a Bachelor Degree in Human Resource and Management;
a degree in General Business Management and is a graduate of the
Command and General Staff College.

His awards include: Silver Star, Legion of Merit, two Bronze Stars
(Adm), Army Commendation Award with “V” Device, Air Medal,
Combat Infantry Badge, Master Parachutist Badge, Recondo Tab
and a sundry of other awards.

He’s a widower; has two sons, Scotty and Michael; three grand-
children: Tracey, Shelby and Sara.

His hobby is assisting WW II and other Veterans with their struggles
with the Department of Veterans Affairs.

Not bad for a one-eyed country boy — huh! 5]
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1ST BRIGADE UNITS CITED

The Second Battalion, 502d Infantry of the 101st Airborne Division’s
first Brigade, has been awarded the Presidential Unit Citation for Septem-
ber 1965 operations near An Khe, Vietnam.

“The gallantry, determination and esrit de corps of the 2d Battalion

(Airborne), 502d Infantry in close
combat against numerically supe-
rior enemy forces is in keeping
with the highest traditions of the
U.S. Army and reflects great credit
upon the Unit and the Armed
Forces of the United States,” the
citation reads.

The operation smashed two main
force Viet Cong battalions, and re-
sulted in 259 enemy dead.

In addition, Secretary of the
Army Stanley Resor announced
that Company A, 326th Engineer
Battalion has been awarded the
Meritorous Unit Commendation
for operations from July 1965 to
February 1966 in support of the
First Brigade.

The Presidential Citation won by
the 2/502d was awarded for “extra-
ordinary heroism in action against
hostile forces in the Republic of
Vietnam on Sept. 18, 19, 1965 dur-
ing Gibraltar,” according to the
citation.

It says the battalion was ordered
on Sept. 18 to conduct a heliborne
assult and make contact with and
destroy a Viet Cong battalion oper-
ating in the mountains east of An
Khe.

“During the initial phase of the

battle, the enemy fire killed the
battalion’s operations officer and
one of the company commanders,
wounded the other two rifle com-
pany commanders, and hit over
half the helicopters in the first
hours of the battle, the decoration
order continues, isolated elements
of the battalion fought off frequent
attacks by enemy forces of larger
size, with small unit leaders often
directing airstrikes within 50
meters of his own positions.

The battalion held the position
all day and the following night, re-
pelling nine enemy attacks, and
then linked with another ground
element that had been airlifted
into the area the next morning.

“Despite the loss of key leaders,”
the account says, “the battalion’s
personnel manifested initiative,
determination and the will to sur-
vive during the entire action.”

The engineer company won its
Metitorious Unit Commendation
for construction of jungle base
camps, extensive mine-sweeping
operations, demolition actions,
building of roads, bridges and
fences and for “destroying an en-
tire enemy regimental base com-
plex” during combat.

“Above the Rest”
—_—
The 101st Airborne Division Association publication from THE SCREAMING EAGLE magazine of July and August 1967.
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VIETNAM IN PICTURES

Airborne alert. Gen. Matheson and Sgt. Davis (Btry A,
2/320) fire the BM’s 175,000th round.

The Bde MP’s provide security for a move. Trp A, 2/17, returns the fire.

Pfc Audi and Co A, 326 Engrs, clear the SP6 Nichols and SP4 Cruz, HHC, 2/502,
mines. aid South Vietnam allies.

_ 8
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Sgt. Jer_ry E'dwards, 2/502, repulsed this Ist Lt. Stephen Naughton, A, 1/327,
7 ft. 2 in. tiger. receives his Silver Bar from Gen. Mathe-
son. Capt. L. Naughton, 1/327, looks on.

Sgt. Metcalf and SP4 Kinnebrew help
sack the rice. SP4 Ruggles chats with Miss Le Thilan,

who is being given school financial help
in the Bde's ""people to people’ program.

Maj. T. Bligh, Civ Affairs, with sisters of
the Phan Thiet Orphanage who received
funds for a new water system from the SP4 Wilson and Pfc Bevenue bath while
Hammonton New Jersey News. Pfc Weather, HHC, 2/502, stands guard.

_9__
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1st BRIGADE (SEPARATE) ITEMS FOR SALE

1 s n’ gade (S) 0 1st Brigade (S) Logo Ist iga S) Lo 0 Cap

T Shirt Full Color Golf Shirt Full Color Full Color

ORDER FORM - PLEASE CIRCLE SIZE NEEDED OR NUMBER OF BACK ISSUE
QUANTITY ITEM COST
Logo cap $8.00 + $4.95 postage ($12.95) (Circle logo below)

Logo T-shirt S, M, L, XL $12.00 + $4.95 ($16.95) (Circle logo below)
Logo T-shirt XXL & XXXL $14.00 + $4.95 ($18.95) (Circle logo below)

Logo Golf shirt S, M, L, XL $20.00 + $4.95 ($24.95) (Circle logo below)

Logo Golf shirt XXTL & XXXL $22.00 + $4.95 ($26.95 (Circle logo below)

VIETNAM ODYSSEY, $15.00 postpaid
BACK ISSUES of The Diplomat & Warrior 1, 2, 3, 4 ($7.75 each postpaid)

BACK ISSUES of First Screaming Eagles in Viet Nam 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13,
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35,
36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53 ($7.75 each postpaid)

Reprint of the December 1967 Screaming Eagle Magazine ($7.50 each postpaid)
Plastic Auto Tag ($5.00 each postpaid)

Label quality sticker 4 inch diameter full color logo (4 labels $2.50 postpaid)

Decal for inside and outside view full color four inch round ($2.50 each postpaid)

Airborne Salute - Audio Cassette or CD Circle One ($15.00 each postpaid)

First Brigade(S) Challenge Coin ($10.00 each postpaid)

First Brigade Scrapbook ($15.00 each postpaid)

Forward Edge of the Battle Area - $10.00 + $2.00 shipping

White Ceramic 11 0z. Mug - First Bde (S) Logo on 2 sides $13.00 + $4.95 shipping ($17.95)

TOTAL §

= =

BO P .
Sy ‘ 7 oe® 10y,

Circle the logo

you wish to %

have on your

NO LONGER-AVAILABLE

> 101st ABN DIV
cap ors hirt Screaming Eagle Logo 1st BDE (5) Logo
SHIP TO: Name
Address City State Zip

Send check or money order made payable to: - The First Screaming Eagles < P.O. Box 675 + Sweetwater, TN 37874-0675

U.S. Postal Service Priority Mail. + ALL ORDERS outside U.S. add $6.00 per item.

No credit cards, e-mail or phone orders can be accepted. Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery - No returns accepted. Most orders shipped by
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THE FIRST SCREAMING EAGLES IN VIET NAM

Ivan Worrell, Editor and Publisher
117% North Main Street
Post Office Box 675
Sweetwater, TN 37874-0675
Phone or FAX: 1-423-337-5983
E-mail: firstbrigades101magazine @yahoo.com
CHECK OUT THE
1ST BRIGADE (SEPARATE) WEB SITE AT
http://firstscreamingeagles.or g/
THE FIRST SCREAMING EAGLES IN VIET NAM
is published quarterly by Worrell Publications, Post Office Box 675, 117Y2
North Main Street, Sweetwater, Tennessee 37874-0675, as a service to
veterans who served in the 1st Brigade (Separate), 101st Airborne Division

from July 1965 through April 1968 and is mailed Standard Presort postage
paid under Postal Permit No. 210, Sweetwater, Tennessee 37874.

Opinions expressed by writers and the editor are entirely their own and
are not to be considered official expressions of any organization that
plans reunions and otherwise acts on behalf of veterans of the 1st Brigade
(Separate), 101st Airborne Division.

Advertisements for products and services do not constitute an endorsement
by the editor and publisher.

Manuscripts, photographs, slides and drawings are submitted at the contributors’
risk. All material submitted will be copied and returned to the owner.

The editor and publisher reserves the right to edit all submissions for clarity
and to meet space constraints. The editor and publisher has the right to refuse
any article or advertisement that may, in his opinion, cause embarrassment to
any veteran of the 1st Brigade (Separate), 101st Airborne Division. Deadlines
for submissions are the first day of March, June, September and December.

Deadline

Material to be published in the
October 2011 issue of
The First SCREAMING EAGLES in Viet Nam
is Due September 1st, 2011.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

Please fill out, cut out and mail to:

The First SCREAMING EAGLES in Viet Nam
P.O. Box 675, Sweetwater, TN 37874-0675

CORRECT ADDRESS beginning (Date)

NAME

MAILING ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

HOME PHONE: WORK PHONE:

FAX:

36 The First Screaming Eagles in Viet Nam

Some Airborne Associations of

interest to 1st Brigade veterans
Executive Secretary
32 Screaming Eagle Blvd.
P.O. Box 929
Fort Campbell, KY 42223-0929
Phone: 931- 431-0199 Ext 33
FAX: 931-431-0195 ¢ E-mail: 101exec @comcast.net

INCOMING
101st Airborne Division Vietnam Veterans
Membership Chairman & Newsletter Editor
Dave Nesbitt « 970 Westfield Ct.
Sumter, SC 29154-9118
Phone: 803-494-9252 ¢ E-mail: thegun60 @hotmail.com

STATIC LINE
Editor
Box 87518
College Park, GA 30337-0518
Phone: 770-478-5301
FAX: 770-961-2838 ¢ E-mail: editor@staticlinemagazine.com

THE AIRBORNE QUARTERLY
COL (R) William E. Weber
10301 McKinstry Mill Road
New Windsor, MD 21776-7903
Phone: 410-775-7733 ‘
FAX: 410-775-7760 ¢ E-mail: eagle187 @direcway.com

320th Airborne FA Association
Tom Walinski, Webmaster
1411 Princess
Sabal Point, FL 34119
Phone: 239-896-7037
E-mail: 320thvnvet6566 @comcast.net
Webmaster @320thfieldartilleryassociation.org

____________________________________________

HELP TO GET A FRIEND ON THE MAILING LIST
PLEASE SEND INFORMATION TO:

NAME
MAILING ADDRESS
CITY STATE ZIP
HOME PHONE: UNIT:
FROM TO:
: MONTH/YEAR MONTH/YEAR 'I
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" FIRST RENEWAL NOTICE
FOR JULY 2011 EXPIRATIONS

Please check the address on the back cover of this magazine. If the date on the right of the

If your mailing address shows this date:

John Doe
Mailing Address

City, State Zip Unit And Dates ? - 7/11

last line is 7/11 this is your last magazine until you renew your subscription. Subscription
renewal ($25.00 for (1) year), now, will assure that you do not miss an issue of this chronicle
of the history of the ALWAYS FIRST BRIGADE in Viet Nam. The date shown indicates the
date of the final magazine you will receive with your current subscription. Please complete
changes only. Your address label is on the other side of this form. For overseas postage add

$20.00 per year.
(PLEASE PRINT)
NAME ADDRESS
CITY STATE 7IP
PHONE (H) PHONE (W) EXT
FAX E-MAIL
COMPANY BATTALION BRIGADE DIVISION 101ST ABN.DIV____
I SERVED IN THE 1ST BRIGADE (S) FROM TO
MONTH/YEAR MONTH/YEAR

ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION $25.00

AMOUNT ENCLOSED - $

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: The First SCREAMING EAGLES
MAIL TO: P.O. BOX 675, SWEETWATER, TN 37874-0675

(No Credit Cards Please) Phone/Fax (423) 337-5983 E-MAIL.: firstbrigades101magazine@ yahoo.com

Following Is A Short Description Of The Contents Of This Magazine.

OBSERVATIONS OF A PLATOON LEADER........... PAGES1-35
First of three parts of a paper written by Patrick H. Graves Jr., 1/327
B 7/65, while a student at The Infantry School. This first of three
parts was published in INFANTRY in the May - June 1967 issue. The
second and third parts will be published in this publication in October
2011 and January 2012.

FASTER THAN A SPEEDING M-79 ROUND......... PAGES 6 & 7
By William L. Carpenter, 1/327 HHC TF 12/66-12/67, about Tiger
Force. The story and pictures give an insight into Tiger Force not
before published.

FIREBASE RIPCORD PAGES8 &9
Material sent by William V. Larsen, 2/327 B ELT 65-7/66, about

a Firebase Ripcord reunion. This is somewhat past the 26 month
history of the First Brigade (S) although many of the participants were
“The Always First Brigade™ veterans.

FROM FRANCIS “BUTCH” HONES. .........ccccrueuee PAGES 10-13
Francis “Butch” Hones, 2/327 A 7/65-6/66, sent two pages from the
mimeographed newspaper aboard the troop ship Eltinge along with a
memorial service folder and pictures of himself, his squad and other
1966 scenes.

SUBSCRIPTION LISTS PAGES 14 & 15
Names and addresses of new subscribers, renewing subscribers,
address changes and bad addresses. This section will not be as
complete as usual because of the need to cut off new subscribers and
renewals on the first of June. Look for a more complete list in the
October issue.
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NAMES OF THOSE MENTIONED IN THE

UNIT NEWSPAPER PAGE 16
Names of those who are in The First Screaming Eagles database and
are mentioned in the centerfold reproduction of the Diplomat and
Warrior on pages 17 — 20.

DIPLOMAT AND WARRIOR PAGES 17 -20
Copy of Volume one Number 43 published in Viet Nam March 27,
1967.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR PAGE 21
Messages from subscribers and non-subscribers sent by e-mail and the
U.S. Postal Service that should be of interest to most readers.

OBITUARIES PAGES 22 & 23
Obituaries in this magazine include Kenneth Berryhill, 1/327 C

67 — 68; David W. Haskell, Jr., 1/327 A 7/65 — 6/66 and Dieter P.
Steigerwald, Srt., 2/327 HQ 12/65 — 12/66.

A 2/17" CAVALRY HISTORY PAGES 24 -28
History of A Troop, 2/17™ Cav sent by George E. Brown, Sr., 2/17
CAV A 6/66-1/68, along with a note about his assignment to the unit.

BOOK REVIEW PAGE 29
A review of ABOVE THE REST, ABU COMPANY by Billy R.
Robbins.

SCREAMING EAGLE REPRINTS .....ccoceceeevecnes PAGES 30 - 32
Pages 7, 8 and 9 from THE SCREAMING EAGLE of July and
August 1967. The magazine is a publication of the 101 Airborne
Division Association.
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Sweetwater, TN 37874-0675 H office has no capability to pre-program address PAID

Phone & Fax: (423) 337-5983 FYoUR changes. A change of address is required each [ | PeMitNO. 210

e-mail: MLQx"ﬁg‘LG time a subscriber moves. If you are going to Sweetwater, TN

firsth . des101 . DATE IS be “Temporarily Away’ ask your Postmaster to
rstbrigades101magazine @yahoo.com 1 THIS IS hold your magazine.

Web Site: MAGAZINE

http://firstscreamingeagles.org/

Address Service Requested
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- 2/502 RECON 6/67-10/67 - 4/12

Above: September 18, 1965—Members of the U.S. 101st Airborne Brigade carry a wounded paratrooper to cover after the Viet Cong

opened fire on an evacuation helicopter at An Ninh, 17 miles east of An Khe. Viet Cong guerrillas had surrounded the landing zone, pin-

ning down units as soon as they were on the ground.
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