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This magazine is produced by and for veterans of the ALWAYS
FIRST BRIGADE who served in the brigade from July 1965
through January 1968. The publication will chronicle the mili-
tary history and accomplishments of veterans who served, as well
as units that were assigned, attached or supported the brigade.
The editor solicits material about the brigade for use in the mag-
azine and for future publication in a book that will contain a com-
prehensive history of the brigade.

Another goal of the editor is to lead an initative to place a monu-
ment, to honor members of the brigade, at the Wings of LIBER-
TY Military Museum at Fort Campbell, Kentucky (the museum
will be located on the Tennessee side of Fort Campbell).

Photo of (R) MAJ Ivan Worrell, Information Officer of the 1st
Brigade, with the Company Commander of Company C of
one of the 327th battalions. I was interested in visiting with
him in the field because I had served as Company
Commander ofC Company of the 327th Battle Group, at Fort
Campbell, in 1956 - 1957. Can anyone help with a name for
the Captain?

I redid some of the magazine after the 9/11/01 terrorist
attacks. Some of the 327th veterans were directly effected and
some past warnings were brought to light. I am sure this abrupt
turn in our lives will change many of the ways we approach
segments of many of our activities. I have great pride in my
service in the 1st Brigade and I wish the 1st Brigade (1st, 2nd,
and 3rd battalions of the 327), 101st Airborne Division great
success as they, and the division and our total armed forces pre-
pare to engage the forces of world terror.

The ALWAYS FIRST Brigade

CHARLIE!

The cover, again, is the art of
PFC Raymond Brown. It is not
signed by him, but is in the collec-
tion of Jim Apodaca that contains
much of his original art. I wish I
could find Raymond Brown to thank
him for his work that has so well
illustrated many of the facets of life
in the 1 st Brigade in Viet Nam.

The tentative reunion date of
October 17-20,2002, has been set
by Reunion Chairman Ken Arnold.
The reunion will be in Fort Worth, Texas. No hotel has been
chosen. I will keep you informed. I believe detailed material
concerning registration and hotel reservations will be mailed to
all 2,100 individuals on my mailing list when plans are firm.

Photos and other material about the 1st Brigade veterans at the
101st Airborne Division Reunion in San Antonio have not been
sent by our readers. I have a photo from the 327 dinner, sent by
Denis Parsons who served in WWII, to use in the January 02 issue.

Please note your subscription expiration date on the "John
Doe" mailing label on the inside of the back cover. That date
represents the last magazine of your current subscription.

Continued on inside back cover



DMOR CEREMONY
By: Ivan Worrell

On September 11, 2001 a 327th
Regimental Distinguished Member of the
Regiment ceremony was scheduled in the
1st Brigade area at Fort Campbell,
Kentucky.

I made reservations at the motel select-
ed by CSM (R) Joe Bossi and drove to the
vicinity of Fort Campbell on that Tuesday
morning. On arrival, driving south on
Highway 41 A, I encountered a traffic jam a
little north of Gate 6. I reversed directions
and drove north to the motel to find Joe
Bossi, Jim Joiner, Doug Field and Arline,
Lou McDonald and Lista and their son
ready for lunch and trying to make plans to
get home without using air transportation.
The Ceremony had been canceled. Fort
Campbell was locked down. Eight of nine
gates were closed and those entering
through Gate 4 were subject to ID card
checks and vehicle search. 1 was able to
meet my new great grandson, Jackson
Quarles, that evening and visit with other
members of the family.

LTC (RET)
LOUIS "LOU"
MCDONALD

Mr. (SP4)
KEN IHLE

On Wednesday morning at 9:00, cars
trying to get into Fort Campbell through
Gate 4 were lined up past the motel (more
than four miles) in a single file. Some of |
the honorees remained at the motel. I took
some mug shots of those who were there
and, along with some of the other former
members of the 327, stayed to hear the press
briefing given by 101st Airborne Division Commanding
General, Major General Richard A. Cody. General Cody read
a prepared statement and took questions from reporters. He
did not mention the canceled 327th DMOR ceremony.
Following is the material relative to the ceremony:

Mr. (1SGT)
JOHNNIE C.

LINDSEY

Major General Richard A. Cody
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Subject: Re: DMOR's Quarters and Ceremony
Subject: Fw: 327th DMOR's & Honorary Members Selected 28 June
2001, Hqs.327th Infantry Regiment Fort Campbell, KY.

Original Message

GEN WILLIAM F. KERNAN
MG (RET) JOSEPH H. "BUD" HARPER (Deceased)
COL MICHAEL L. OATES
COL (RET) RAY C. ALLEN
COL (RET) JOE WASCO (2/327 CO 1/66-1/671
LTC (RET) CHARLES T. FURGESQN (2/327 A 5/66-5/67)
LTC (RET) LOUIS "LOU" McDONALD (2/327 B 5/66-10/661
SSG (RET) HILLIARD CARTER (2/327 1966)
Mr. (1SGT) JOHNNIE C. LINDSEY (1/327 HHC 8/66-8/671
Mr. (SGT) FRANK LOHR
Mr. (SGT1 DALE "HANNIBAL" HANSEN (2/327 D S/68-8/6Q1
Mr. (SGT) JAMES R. SIMCHERA
Mr. CSPS) HENRY .1. "HANK" ORTEGA (1/327 C 67-68)
Mr. (SP41 KEN IHLE H/327 C 3/65-7/661
Mr. (SP41 DAVID .T. MARKHAM (113,21 C 10/66-10/671
Mr. (SP41 DOUGLAS N. FIELD (2/327 B 4/66-12/671
Mr. (PFC) WILLIS ROHR
Honorary Members of the Regiment,
Mr. Stephen Ambrose,
Mr. Tom Hanks,

Thanks! Induction Ceremony will take place 11 September
Fort Campbell, KY. Please direct any questions to me, CSM
(Ret) Joe Bossi (jbossi@commandnet.net).
(BOLD UNDERLINED = 1ST BRTOADE (SI VETFR ANSI

+ CSM(R) JOSEPH M. BOSSI,
CLARKSVILLE, TN

jbossi @ commandnet.net
Subject: DMOR

General Rosenblum, Honorary Colonel and
Members of the Regiment: Just an update. I
am very proud. 11 September, the newly
selected DMOR Members of our Regiment
were to be inducted at 1500 hours. All of
them (to the man) and also their family
members on the 11th of September request-
ed that their induction be put off until next
year, when or if the Regiment would be able
to conduct the induction ceremony.

To top it off, at the hotel on the 12th of September, Major
General Cody, the 101st Airborne Division Commander held a
Press Conference at the hotel where our members were stay-
ing. Due to the lack of Active Military Personnel (because of
mission requirements), while bomb dogs searched the hotel
and outside, DMOR's from our regiment and their family
members secured the outside of the hotel until replaced by mil-
itary personnel. General Cody invited them to sit in on the
101st Airborne Division's official statement on this act of
WAR and cowardice.

Again, I am so proud to be able to say that I was again stand-
ing shoulder to shoulder with our family. Above the Rest, No
Slack and Battle Force. Bastogne(7A) J.M. Bossi, Honorary
Regimental SGM 327th Infantry Regiment

Hshi
CSM(R)

JOSEPH M.
BOSSI



9 11 2001

REMEMBER SEPTEMBER!

September 11, 2001 - Another day of infamy...

When terrorists attack, murder and obliterate,
Tis time for civilized people and nations to retaliate..!

To mercilessly hunt them down, 'till all are found,
To eradicate them all, 'till only their reviled dust abounds..!

Peter S. Griffin 9-14-01

Peter Griffin (Company A, 2/502 VN 1965 - 66) sent a
reminder of this poem, written before his book of poems
was published in 1999. [ See pages 19 and 20 if you do

not have his book.] The second poem, REMEMBER
SEPTEMBER was written on 9/14/01.

"WAKE UP, AMERICA!"
A poem by Peter S. Griffin

(From Thoughts, Memories and Tears)

Symbolic attacks should warn us, you know,
Reality sets in, where fear begins....

America's enemies will strike anywhere,
They will do anything to instill that fear....

To put you on edge, to walk on the ledge,
To see yourself fall, innocence mauled....

Shock effect will take it's toll,
Destroying us is their goal....

"WAKE UP, AMERICA!", before its too late,
Don't let terrorists seal our fate....

Our indecisions and lack of resolve,
Feeds their ambitions, they have no prohibitions....

To kill many birds, with one stone,
To turn our congregations into war zones....

The destruction of our institutions,
Strengthen their resolutions....

To instill terror, whatever the cost,
Their desired effect, no matter our loss....

The more damage done, the more they have won,

To kill our children, is to destroy our future....

In their minds, terror has no errors,
A desired effect, they can select....
The holiest place is no disgrace,

The safest place, the greater the waste....

Multiple targets, in one location,
Penetration will rattle our nation....
No place safe, no matter our race,

To destroy us all, is their call....

Psychological damage is their tool,
Cunning demons, they are not fools....
To weaken us within, to our chagrin,

Their victory begins, when morale caves in....

They know our weakness,
They know our plight....

Class distinction, racial strife, discrimination,
All will lead to our elimination...!

Let us learn from our mistakes,
Obsession with pleasure, is a disgrace....

"One nation under God", is the call,
If we live by this, we will not fall....

Teach our children, right from wrong,
Preserve tranquillity, support our military....

Following God is where we belong,
With Him on our side, we can't go wrong....

Support our leaders, pray to God,
This is not a faraway war, its on our sod....

Join together, so we are great,
"WAKE UP, AMERICA!", before its too late!

September 11, 2001 - Another day of infamy

....
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BOOK REVIEW
By Ivan Worrell

THE
STONE PONIES

The Black,Sabre Chronicles

: ' • • ' . '

• • • • ' . ' • •
•

• • . . - ' - . . ' • •

TOM W I L L D
THE STONE PONIES
by Tom Willard, published by
Forge Fiction, $6.99 (paper-
back, the hardcover edition is
out of print), ISBN 0-812-
56478-2.

I found my copy of THE
STONE PONIES by getting one
of the chain bookstores to order it
for me. It was well worth the
postage and the wait.

TOM WlLLARD is a much-decorated veter-

an of the Vietnam War. His ptevious Fotge

novels in the Blacfc Sabre series are Buffalo

Soldiers, The Sable Doughboys, and Wings of

Honor.

the brigade in 1965 and 1966 are part of the story.

The prospective of the story is from the point of view of a
black airborne soldier who has a military heritage beginning
with the Buffalo Soldiers of the 10th Cavalry. The main char-
acter tells an interesting, exciting and very believable and
thrilling story based on the first few months the brigade is in
country. (His book, BUFFALO SOLDIERS is on the
Professional Recommended Reading List of the Chief of Staff
of the Army. It appears in Sublist 2 and can be accessed at
http://www.army.mil/cmhppg/reference/CSAlist.htm).

This 1st Brigade Viet Nam veteran is an accomplished
writer and brings the engagements fought by the Tiger Force sol-
diers to life with vivid descriptions of the Southeast Asian jun-
gle and the interaction of soldiers, leaders, support elements and
the enemy in life and death struggles in a hostile environment.

After I wrote this review, Tom mailed an autographed copy
of THE STONE PONIES in hard cover. The illustrations
used are from that book.

I hope you will enjoy THE STONE PONIES as much as I did.

See e-mail from Tom Willard on Pages 8 & 9 ^T

"Well written, with strong characti
high level ui entertainment value.''

Tom Willard has written
19 books before this fiction-
alized story about his, and ^a^
others experiences in the 1st Brigade (S) in Viet Nam. The
book must be taken from life because Operations Sergeant
Grady Jones, 1st Sergeant Leo Smith, Tiger Force Platoon r"i'
Leader 1LT James Gardner (MOH), Brigade S-3 - Battalion
Executive Officer - Battalion Commander - David Hackworth, :|«f
and many others who will be familiar to those who served in "
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Praise for Tom Willard's
BUFFALO SOLDIERS

"A crackling g<x
historical wiridoi

.mes pride, and opens

THE SABLE DOUGHBOYS

"Wiilard, a Vietnam -
fare, and his depictior
this is an exciting hist
their nation abroad \d it at home."

WINGS OF HONOR

ISBN 0-312-flS?t3-2
III S2495>

9"78C312"857639"



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
'I'lie first SCREAMING KAGI.KS in Viel Nam

P.O. Box 675
Hwcetwater, TN J787J-0675

MESSAGES FROM THE
101stabndivlstbrigade.com
WEB SITE GUEST BOOK

DONALD E. THIES, UNKNOWN
jmmdthies@nconnect.net

Looking for other Currahees that you served with in the 1st,
2nd, or 3rd Battalions of the 506th Airborne Infantry
(Airmobile or Air Assault) of the 101st Airborne Division or
most recently 1st Battalion stationed in Korea with the 2nd
Infantry Division? Then visit the 506th Airborne Infantry
Regiment Association website at http://Cun-ahee.HiSpeed.com.
Check out the email room which lists hundreds of email
addresses. You might find someone you've been looking for.
Also, if you were with Co. B, 2nd 506th in 70/71 we have a
current roster of unit members available. A reunion is sched-
uled for November 16-18, 2001 in Panama City, Florida. If this
applies to you please contact us. Thanks.

EDWIN TUBES, SHREVEPORT, LA
Etubbs502@aol.com

I was with A. Co. 2/502 1 Olst Airborne from Dec 67 to Dec 68.
I am looking for men from this unit. I have located some but
am always looking for more. Strike Force

GENE FYE, AUGUSTA, GA
gh vi sta @ webtv. net

Any one out there remember the battle of An Nin Sept. 18,
1965. All the stories I've heard seem to be different than mine.
I was in C 2nd 502. Let me hear from you.

+ MIKE BALDINGER, KEYSER, WV
Supergrover@mindspring.com

Hey Guys... During our most recent reunion in Georgia, some-
one was passing around a jar of spiked cherries. They were
great! Who was that? Need the recipe. Thanks

DONALD L. FOX, PANAMA CITY, FLOIRDA
donlfox@knology.net

1st Brigade Vietnam - Sep 66-Aug 67

ART CLASPELL, GRISWOLD, CT
arty0426@aol.com

HHC/2/502-Mortar Pit.-1966-67

TOM LEONARD, PHILADELPHIA, PA
troopamg@aol.com

Served with Co B, Support Battalion at Phan Rang, later Co C
801st Maint Bn at Bien Hoa in 67-68. Saw a video called Stay
Alert/Stay Alive of Rpl Det Phan Rang. Too bad they did not
show more of the base camp. Other than that a good video.
Any others from B Support out there?

DANE L. MCNABB, LIBBY, MT
recondo @ libby.org

Served with 2/502 Recon and 90's between 12/67 and 3/70

+ FRANK DOYLE, ANNAPOLIS, MD
fdoyle44@aol.com

Looking for anyone who was involved with an operation to
occupy a deserted Spec. Forces camp. We didn't land at the
camp, that was too easy, so we humped to the top of this hill.
Very close to the top we found ourselves in the middle of a
minefield. There were casualties and one MIA who we found
sometime later. I was with Co.A 326 Engr assigned to that
grunt unit. We cleared quite a few mines that day. Does anyone
remember finding that fallen hero, his unit, or his name?

+ JIM WILSON, LODI, CA
spider6b @ lodinet.net

Served with B/2/327 from Sept. 66 till Aug. 7, 67 was at Quang
Ngai. Was in First Platoon, First Squad, Spider 6 Bravo, and
Squad Leader 3 Squad 3rd Platoon. Looking for Jesse Ramey,
Paul Walker, Paul Ludtke, John Sherman, and George Young.
If anyone knows anything about these men or how to contact
them, please E- mail me. No slack—Jim Wilson

Editor's Note: None of the men that Jim is looking for are in
my database. Can anyone help?

JOHN O'BUCKLEY JR., TAMPA, FL
JOB UCKLEY @ earthlink. net

HHC 2/502 S-4 Section '66-'67. Glad to have been a part of it
all. STRIKE FORCE

The First Screaming Eagles in Viet Nam October 2001



+ PAUL GRIMES, VERONA, NJ (formerly Warwick, RI)
odeucer@aol.com

Around the 4th of July I took a chance and searched the "white
pages" for a Jerry Bitting (2/502 S-4 Ordinance). I found one
in Des Moines, Iowa and I called him. Then he and I got back
in touch with John O'Buckley (S-4 Motor Pool). Over the last
2 weeks we've been exchanging stories, asking about other
guys and we're still looking for guys from the 2/502 S-4 or any
guys who were there. One story Jerry told was that another
buddy, Dale Lambert, was shot down in a chopper. I had
always thought Dale got home safe but he's on THE WALL.
All the best and let's see MORE 502ers come out "of the clos-
et!" Airborne

+ JAMES E. SAMUEL, LANEXA, VIRGINIA
jesamuel@aol.com

Served 2/320th HHB attached to B 2/502nd 10-66 - 10-67.
Looking for a M-60 gunner nick named "Tennessee." We were
struck by lightning twice late September 67? Wanted to see if
he made it home. Any information let me know. P.S. "Don
Singleton" I found Cpt. Reeves spoke with him for over an
hour.

+ JEFFERY L. SOFF, TALLAHASSEE, FL
BafflePrice@juno.com

Served with Co B 2/502 and HHC 1st Bde 69-70. Referred by
John Pagel II.

+ JERRY (SMILEY) BITTING, DES MOINES, IOWA
Jerrybitting @ aol .com

HHC 2/502 2-66 to 11-68. Hope you are all doing good. God
be with you.

WILLIAM L. CARPENTER, 1041 CR. # 14, RAYLAND
OHIO 43943
E-Mail: Unknown

Tiger Force 1/327 1966 to 1967. Would like to contact any for-
mer Tiger members. Looking for Jon F. Murphy or Rich E.
Edwards. Above the Rest

Editor's Note: No Jon Murphy or Rich Edwards in database.
Can anyone help?

CARL COULTHARD, HAMLET, NC
Carlandmarla @ carolina.rr.com
(Reply to Jim Gould message)

Jim, I last saw Maj Walter Wesley in Bad Toelz, GE in 1970-
71. He was the SF Detachment Europe Adjutant. I think he

:

....

>

stayed in SF and I recommend you look in the SF Sites. The
initials in Phu Bai were CIDG, Civilian Irregular Defense
Force. The problem with you O'Deuce guys is you haven't
learned that work is a four letter word. We have two guys
devoted to our web site, one for each Bn. A few years back a
1st Shirt and a few others got together and started a little
reunion and it has blossomed into a huge event. No fees, mem-
bership or officers, no formations or meetings. No one is in
charge except the hosts. It is on private property. You can camp
there or stay at a luxury hotel. This year the Bn Cdr showed up
and I spoke to at least two Company Cdrs and a bunch of 1st
shirts. They all let their hair down. If you can spare it give
some money to the host, if not, no one says a word because
your presence and brotherhood is what it is about. I hope you
guys can work a similar deal out. "Above The Rest" Carl

+ JIM GOULD, HOBE SOUND, FL
jghawk3@hotmail.com

Looking for Walter Braden Wesley HHC 2/502 CO. 1966 SS#
05307160. I had posted him as Walter S not B.

Editor's Note: Wesley is in my database with the following
address: W. Braden Wesley, 2/502 HQ 65-66, 11444 Regency
Ct., Parker, CO 80138. Hope this helps.

+ PAUL GRIMES, VERONA, NJ (Drafted from Warwick, R.I.)
odeucer@aol.com

Can anyone tell me the name of the SF camp our TAC CP was
located on when we did the Spring 67 OP in Due Pho? We
were there for several months into the summer of '67 and I was
situated with the 2/502's S-4 on the village side of the runway,
opposite the SP camp on that hill. NOW maybe all those SF
camps look alike BUT that one looks like something I have
seen on TV Network documentaries and it MUST have some
history. It supported the IRDG (think that was the program's
name) of VN irregular soldiers working with those SF guys.
Had some interesting dinners up there, always "negotiating"
for cold beer OR some other luxury they had that we didn't!
Also looking for guys from the other BN's who also had their
S-4 on that runway at the base of the "unknown" SF camp. To
all my 1st BDE buddies, HAPPY July 4th guys!

Editor's Note: I believe it was CIDG (Civilian Irregular
Defense Group).

& FRED C. BRANDER, CLARKSVILLE, TN
V FBrander@BellSouth.net

2d Platoon Sgt, C, 1/327:1965-1966

October 2001 The First Screaming Eagles in Viet Nam



JEFF NICHOLS, HILLSDALE, MI
jln2295@dmci.net

Served with C 2/327 66/67. Looking for Rapier, Zigler, Greer,
and Stafford

Editor's Note: None of the above mentioned names are in my
database.

+ MIKE BALDINGER, KEYSER, WV
Supergrover@mindspring.com

Hey every one...Had a big scare last week. Heart Attack. They
zapped me 9 times to keep me alive. The Dr. said getting to the
hosp. as quickly as I did made the life and death difference. If
you feel weird things in your chest, get help QUICKLY!
C/2/502 '65-'66.

MICHAEL CLANCY, WATERLOO, IOWA
me 14724 @ cedarnet.org

3rd Plat, B 1/327, Jan-Aug 67

SPEC./4 RODNEY C. EADES, WASHINGTON, D.C.
rodney eadesdcrc @ wertv.net

I would like to contact by e-mail any men who served in Co.
A, 1st Batt 327, during the 1st Brgde's initial 1st year in
Vietnam!!

E-MAIL MESSAGES

+ JAMES P. BRINKER, 10 LUTHER LANE, DUDLEY, MA 01571
James.Brinker@umassmed.edu

Ivan: I served in the 1st brigade from Dec69-Nov 70 in recon-
dos Co.E 2/502. I am in the process of collecting names of
recondos 2/502 from 1965-1972. If you have any names they
would be appreciated. I understand that during the first few
years the recondos were part of HHC rather than Co. E. A few
guys from your "era" occasionally ask me about happenings in
1970. Mostly bad news. I will also help you in any way that
I can. By 1970 little feeling of belonging to the 1st Brigade
was left. Guys identified with BN or Div. Too Bad. My pla-
toon leader from March-May 70 LT. James T Hill led the 1st
Brigade into Iraq. He is now a 3 star commander of Ft. Lewis.
Small world. Hope that I haven't confused you in any way.

+ JOHN YEAGER, JR., WEIRTON, WV
j y eager @ weir.net

Proposed Memorial for Harvey Claude Reynolds

Francis J. McCloskey and I found each other on the net about

•

SJ

1

eight months ago. He was a machine gunner in the company I
was in. We have been talking over old times and I sent him
copies of the memorials I did for the other men I contacted you
about. We worked together on this one. You may need to pol-
ish up the language a little, but it is about a real soldier. Do
whatever you need to do to put it in shape.

Frank's portion comes first:

I was a machine-gunner with the 1st platoon of Company "C,"
2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry in the 1st Brigade,
101st Airborne Division when SSG Reynolds joined our pla-
toon. He was the first Squad Leader and later became our
Platoon Sgt.

I recall that he didn't like anything about the rear area or the
state-side army which is probably why they never promoted
him. He was good in the field, hardcore and the most fearless
man I've ever met. It's a shame that no one, other than his men,
recognized his leadership abilities. He was a "soldier's soldier"
and spoke his mind when it came to welfare of his troops.

On 18 May 67 our platoon went to the aid of an element of B
Company who were ambushed on a water run. We were on hill
424 in Due Pho province and they were in heavy contact tak-
ing casualties. Our platoon walked into a bunker complex and
we immediately came under heavy fire. I was shot in the back
of the head during the initial contact and someone took my
machinegun, thinking I was dead.

SSG Reynolds showed up at my side cursing the "Chinks" and
calling for an M-79 man and his grenade launcher. The indi-
vidual who shot me was still firing on us and SSG Reynolds
was determined to get him.

What amazed and inspired me was that SSG Reynolds showed
no fear. He wasn't hugging the ground like everyone else. He
just knelt there beside me like he was bullet proof. When the
M-79 man didn't show up, SSG Reynolds walked back through
all that firing, grabbed the M-79 and came back to me still
cursing the "Chinks."

During his stay with me on hill 424, SSG Reynolds continued
to engage that bunker even though he took one round through
the bicep. He continually exposed himself to fire so much that
his canteen and load bearing equipment were riddled with bul-
let holes.

During the medevac, I heard SSG Reynolds arguing with the
Lt. that he just had a flesh wound and did not want to leave the
field. They took him out of there kicking and screaming.

Later at the aid station, I heard him looking for a ride back out
to hill 424. He was bitching about being stuck in the rear with
a bunch of 'REMF'S when he should be out there fighting the
"Chinks."

I'm pretty sure he got his ride because he never appeared at the
evac hospital like he was supposed to.
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SSG Reynolds paid me a visit just before I left the aid station.
He came to show me his arm and all the holes the "Chink's"
shot through his fatigue shirt.

I'll never forget SSG. Harvey C. Reynolds, he's one of the rare
ones you would follow to hell and back.

Frank J. McCloskey

This part by John Yeager, Jr.

Harvey C. Reynolds was a good old boy from Florida who was
our Platoon Sergeant in 1967. He was a Regular. He had
made one or both of the combat jumps with the 187th
Airborne Regimental Combat Team in Korea. He had also
been to demolitions school.

Once, a man stepped on a "boucing betty" mine, which fires
when you step off of it. He felt the plunger go down and froze.
He told the rest of us that he was on a mine, and our Engineer
came to the spot and dug around his boot, placed a big rock
down on it as the troop took his foot out, and they moved away.
The Engineer blew it in place with C-4. While the replacement
of the foot with a rock was going on, SSG Reynolds stood
three feet away. He didn't have to endanger himself, but it
made the two men who were involved that much more steady.

He didn't have a whole lot of education. He called the enemy
bad names that were already out of date; it was like he was
calling Germans "Huns." He would not have liked the idea of
political correctness. He was just a good old Regular like
Kipling was talking about when he wrote "The backbone of
the Army is the non-commissioned man."

He was always doing things like replacing the firing caps in
fragmentation grenades with the ones from smoke grenades, so
they would blow instantly, and setting them out with tripwires
to make booby traps. I kept away from him when he was
putting them out or getting them in. When I got wounded he
was up on a little rise in the ground and he yelled at me "Come
up here, I can see them." I said something rude to him because
that meant they could see him, too. The other writer of this
memorial says they shot off his bootlaces there, but he did-
n't get hurt. He went back to Vietnam to do another tour and
was killed. A big salute for you, Sarge. I think he'd love it that
we remembered him this long and wrote this up for him.

John Yeager, Jr.

Editor's Note: SSGT Harvey Claude REYNOLDS, from
Louisville, Kentucky was killed in action on 22 OCT 1969
while serving with the 173rd Airborne Brigade in Viet Nam.
See Mine Fix Story Page: 28

+ DEWEY E. SMITH, LIMA, OH
dksmith@wcoil.com

Ivan: Here are a couple of pictures that might jog the memory
of some of the men that were in B 1/327 the last of 1966 and
the first of 1967.
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The first picture is of Captain
Glenn Mallory. He was the CO of
B Company and a much respected
officer by the men. It is my under-
standing that he retired from the
service with three stars and is now
living in Texas.

The second picture is of SSG
David Kalu. He was the Platoon
Sergeant of Weapons Platoon, B
Company. He was a Ranger and taught
many of us how to survive out in the
jungle. I have heard that he pulled mul-
tiple tours in Vietnam and later became
First Sergeant. So far I have had no
luck locating him and haven't heard
from anyone that has run across him
after Vietnam.

Dewey Smith, B 1/327 66/67

.

I

+ GEORGE KUERNER, MAGNOLIA, DE
GJKuerner@aol.com
Subject: History 327th

Hello Ivan, I know you're doing some historical work on the
1 st Brigade in the 65-66 time frame. I was in the Air Rescue
Service during the war and served in Vietnam and Thailand.
Our 39 ARRS had a detachment at Tuy Hoa before it had a run-
way. I am told that they operated out of there from late 64 till
whenever. I'm curious if you have any information about Air
Force helicopter assets doing med. caps for the 327th. This was
before my time but I'm told it was routine if your dustoffs were
busy somewhere else for our H-43's to pick up casualties and
transport. I'm trying to get hold of the logs for the detachment
covering Jan 66. Well, keep up the good work I'm eager to read
what you've compiled. Again thanks for your time, George

Editor's Note: I hope some of the 1st Brigade veteran read-
ers will remember and contact you. I believe the 1st Brigade
was first in Tuy Hoa in 1966. George became a new sub-
scriber in July.

+ WILLIAM BERGMAN, APO, AE 09714
William.Bergman@eurodat-services.com

Hello Ivan, I thought you might like a photo of my 2nd
Platoon, Troop A, 2/17th Cav. As it will be too small to see on
a reprint: we are posing in front of our rear area building in
Phan Rang, on our only stop there in my period 67-68.

In addition to our unit crest, on that building in background we
have the words explaining that the Troop got the 101 st first kill
since the end of WWII, when we stood down at Berchtesgaden,
Germany.
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By the way, "Band of Brothers" carries our infantry brothers
up to that point.

Acting as a provisional rifle company, in all ways that it
counts, our 1 IBravos deserved and received the CIB.

That's me, the LT, on the platoon's right edge. Never have I
served with a finer bunch of men, in their personal courage, in
their esprit de corps, in the grandeur of their humanity when
faced with the weak, the sick, the frightened, in their generos-
ity toward the people whom they came to protect. I have never
been completely successful in articulating the greatness of the
American soldier to those who were more ready to listen to
other sources. You bet these men knew what we now call
"stress," but I know that they sleep well in the knowledge that
they did their duty with no compromise to situation. 1 have
known no greater privilege than to have been for a time their
leader. But just to have been one of them is a great honor for
any man.

All the way!

+ TIM SWAIN, PEOR1A, IL
edgewild @ mtco.com

Ivan: Thank you for the return packet of scrapbook, 101 st year-
book, photos and articles. Have put the yearbook back on the
library shelf and the other items back in the attic!! Also appre-
ciated the subscription list. You put out a fine publication and
the 500+ subscribers attests to that. We appreciate all you have
done and are doing to keep the Legendary First Screaming
Eagles in Vietnam before the public and accurately portrayed
in the many histories already written and those yet to be writ-
ten in the future. What fascinating stories and experiences
there are out there of all those fine Americans who fought for
this Great Country in Vietnam.

Airborne!!

EDWARD A. BLANCO, eblanko@nyc.it.com (3/506 67 - 69)
sent information about his RECOLLECTIONS OF A RIFLE-
MAN web site. You can visit the web site at http://vietnamdi-
ary.com. It contains many photos and diary excerpts. Check

i
i
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the 1st Brigade (S) web site for a link.

This photo on his home page has the following caption "I car-
ried a small camera in a large
trouser pocket. During a lull in
a firefight, I tossed it to the
machine-gunner who snapped
this photo when I turned to
look forward. In the back- i
ground you can see other j
grunts from the second pla-
toon. I like the photo because I
it has a grungy, WWII look."

+ TOM WILLARD, BISMARK, ND
tigerl-327abn@home.com
Subject: Items: Agins and Leo B. Smith,

In March, 1966, I was to be medically retired from Walter
Reed. All I had was low quarters and 'Flying Saucer Hat.' Jim
Agins, who I went to Airborne and Combat Medic School was
still at Campbell with 326 Med. Bn. I called him. He took up
a collection and got me Corcorans, Patches, Ribbons, and 1
went home looking like an Airborne soldier... not a leg!

Letter to Leo B. Smith, read to him the night before he died,
and at his funeral:

FROM: Tom Willard

TO: Buddies of Command
Sergeant Major Leo B. Smith - A
Hero of the Nation: Chuck
Knowlan, Bryan Hall Jackson,
Charlie Musselwhite, John
"Dynamite" Hughes, Ted Crozier,
Russel McDonald, Harvey
Appleman, and Phillip Chassion
(KIA) [I'll keep his copy, auto-
graphed, on my desk.]

1st Sgt Leo B. South
1st Sgt, Hq Co

RE: Letter written to Leo B. Smith,
and read to him in the hospital in Chattanooga, by Chuck
Knowlan, the night before his passing, and at his funeral, from
one of his "young troopers."

Dear Sergeant Major Smith,

I spoke today with Bryan Jackson and Chuck Knowlan, who
informed me you were in the hospital. Knowing you, I expect
you're trying to kick down the door and hit the prop blast and
get back to your lovely home in the country. I wish I was there
to help you open the door; you wouldn't need my help finding
the prop blast.

I spoke with my mother the other day and she asked about you,
reminding me of your wonderful letter in 1965, after I was

| wounded and, as mothers do, reminding of my manners to send
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you her regards the next time we spoke.

I'm busy with the 3rd book of THE BLACK SABRE CHRON-
ICLES, and on Friday last signed the film rights to a produc-
tion company that will make a television mini-series of the
three books, including the one I'm on.

As I write each book, especially after you and I got back
together a few years ago, I'm reminded of all that I have to be
grateful for in being an American. Maybe things didn't work
out the way I wanted, but in an imperfect world sometimes one
victory is more than most will know.

I've known many and have been blessed.

I think my greatest blessing has been in knowing people such as
yourself: strong, courageous, unselfish, and dedicated to the
important aspects of life that creates a higher standard of quality.

Most never reach that level you've reached. Few will try.

But by having been part of the vanguard, you set an example,
which is more than most can ever say. You didn't follow exam-
ple. You established your own and followed it religiously, try-
ing to install some semblance of that character into those who
followed, especially the young.

I believe you won more than you lost.

I think of you when I turn on the computer and begin spinning
my yarns, knowing that the real people I write about are not
fictitious. They are flesh and blood, prone to mistake but never
avoiding their responsiblity.

I thank you for allowing me to borrow some of that dignity and
character from you, though you may not have been looking when
I came to your well with my bucket and drew on your personage.

My former Law professor, Marcia O'Kelly, whom you met
briefly by mail and telephone, was very touched to learn how
your friends, children, and former soldiers thought of you.

She reminded me of a passage I had read from the poet Kahlil
Gibran's The Prophet, where the Prophet spoke of "Children
and Parents," saying, "You are the bows from which your chil-
dren... as living arrows ... are sent forth. The archer sees the
mark upon the path of the infinite, and He bends you with His
might that His arrows may go swift and far. Let your bending
in the archer's hand be for gladness. For even as He loves the
arrow that flies, so He loves also the bow that is stable."

In closing, I would say, that You are the bow. Your children and
your friends are your arrows, and their flight has been true to
the mark.

I trust that you'll soon be feeling chipper again, and into the
prop blast.

I wish you God's speed, eternal thanks, and the greatest of love
and respect until we see each other again.

Your friend, and former "young soldier" of 1/327.

Tommie Willard

ABOVE THE REST! SIR!!!!!!!!!

+ PAT NOONAN, SIMI VALLEY, CA
tuckOOl @ msn.com
SUBJECT: COL "WILD GYPSY"WASCO

Evidently there has been some misinterpretation, pertaining to
the July article about Captain Tom Furgeson, as to who I was
referring to when I was referring to when I stated "an Senior
Officer not get the better of him". I was not referring in any
way to the officers of the 1st Brigade, 101 st Airborne Division,
especially not Col. Joe Wasco, of whom I have the highest
respect and admiration for, as did the rest of the men of his bat-
talion. I was referring to an individual outside of the division,
since our battalion has been placed under his units' operational
control. This individual did not know the personalities, capa-
bilities nor the fighting ability of the officers and men of the 1st
Brigade. Hence some derogatory comments were directed
towards my captain, which I overheard and were definitely
unwarranted. Please print my correction, of which I am sole-
ly responsible for. Thank You Pat Noonan

+ SID FULLER, WESTMINSTER, CA
SirSid@surfside.net

I just received an e-mail from the wife or daughter of an
Australian Captain killed 13 Aug 67. His nick name was
"Kangaroo." I happened to be next to him when he died. HHC
CO was wounded at the same time but he was moved to the aid
station. The Australian refused to leave, although wounded. I
came up with my M-60 to increase our firepower. This woman
did not identify herself but it might be his daughter. I gave her
your e-mail address. You may have known him or know someone
who did. Her name is Vanessa Baudistel. Great magazine, Ivan.
The picture of the Caribou shot down by our artillery brought
back memories I was inside that plane five minutes after it hit
the ground. I will tell you about it in another e-mail. Sid.

+ SID FULLER, WESTMINSTER, CA
SirSid @ surf side.net

The name of the Aussie that was killed 13 Aug 67 was Karl
Baudistel. His daughter, Vanessa Baudistel, was about a year
old at the time of his death. I would like to pay for a sub-
scription to the 1st Brigade magazine for her. I will put $30.00
in the mail, is that enough to defer over seas mailing? If not
let me know. I thought our magazine would give her an unbi-
ased account of our experiences. I asked her to e-mail you her
mailing address. She may be nervous about asking questions
about a father she never knew. I think it would be great to get
input from Australians attached to the 1st Brigade. Talk to you
later Sid.
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+ VANESSA BAUDISTEL, QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA
marvan@ripnet.com.au

My name is Vanessa Baudistel and I received your address
from Sid. He said you publish a magazine on Vietnam about
the time my father, Karl Baudistel, would have been there. He
was KIA in August 1967. He was with the AATTV (Australian
Army Training Team Vietnam). Through chance I am manag-
ing to find people who knew him and they are helping me
understand a bit more about my father. I was about 10 months
old when he died. If you could send me any information I
would really appreciate it. My address is Vanessa Baudistel,
PO Box 1225, Roma 4455, Queensland, Australia. If there is
any cost, please let me know and I'll send you a money order.
Many thanks, Vanessa

Editor's note: I hope that those of you who served with the
Australians attached to the 1st Brigade will help Vanessa
learn something about her father. Overseas postage now
equals the cost of the subscription to the magazine, $20.00.

FROM THE U.S. POSTAL SERVICE

+ COL(R) THOMAS H. TAYLOR, 2/502 B 6/65-7/66, 2500
Massachusetts Ave., NW #1, Washington, DC 20008-2821
sent the following: Hey Ivan, Have you been wondering why
the Army is going into black berets? Well it's not from the
Ranger tradition as we've been told. Here's the answer, straight
from an official letter signed by both the Chief of Staff and
Acting Secretary of the Army, dated 12 April 2001, titled Army
Birthday 2001:

"The color black represents the heritage of both our heavy and
our light formations. It is the black of night that hid
Washington as he crossed the Delaware, and the black of
grease that kept our tanks on track in Operation Desert Storm."

How's that for symbolism? What were these two gentlemen
smoking when they came up with it?

Editor's Note: It would appear they need some competent
Public Relation advisors.

From: Ivan Worrell
To: Mrs. Joe Ladanyi

Dear Mrs. Ladanyi, I received news of the death of Joe from
Peter Griffin. Please accept my condolences. I would like to
print an obituary in the October issue of THE FIRST
SCREAMING EAGLES IN VIET NAM. If you could furnish
me that information I would be very grateful. I am sure his
many friends will want to know of his passing. Best Regards,
Ivan Worrell

From: MRS. JOE LADANYI, OAKWOOD, GA
ladang @ bellsouth. net

Ivan; I am sending a copy of the obituary that was in the paper.
Thank you for putting it in the magazine, the 101st meant a lot
to him. He had the 101st pin on his lapel. It is with him now.
Thank you. (See page 29)

+BG(R) JOHN D. HOWARD, APO AE 09007
jdhoward @ intercom.net

Ivan-—I continue to be impressed with the quality publication
you put out. I look forward to its arrival. I need to make an
address change. My wife is in the Army and now I am a
dependent, although the PC name now is family member. I am
prepared to follow her to Heidelberg, Germany in two weeks.
New address is: John D Howard, c/o ETC M.B. Myers, 266
Finance Command Unit 29001, APO AE 09007.1 told a friend
that I'm probably the only 1st Brigade (Sep) alumni who is also
a current military dependent!!! Keep up the great work. Warm
regards, John

+ JOSEPH M. LAFATCH, 1/327 B 6/67-10/67, 747 Hampton
Ridge Dr., Akron, OH 44313-8138 wrote: Dear Ivan, Two sol-
diers named Green in the JULY 01 issue rang a bell with me.
During Spring/Summer '68 after Nam I was with HHC 2/504
Inf Recon Pit 82nd Abn, Ft. Bragg. A buddy was Isaac Green
who told me basically the same story. Isaac often spoke well of
COL Hackworth. At that time Isaac Green was from Charlotte,
NC and his brother was KIA. Must be the same guys. Hope the
hometown helps in "Hooking Up."

P.S. I can't believe we lost "Bear" (ETC (R) Edgar Francis
Burch, III, CO B 1-327 and S3, 2-237). What a kick in the ass!
"Above the Rest" old friend we sure miss you.

+ DONALD G. MATTHEWS, 2/502 B 2/67-5/67, 3812
Puddledock Rd., Lot 114, Prince George County, VA 23875
sent the following: I am enclosing my dues (subscription),
sorry they are late. Here are a couple of orders (SEE PAGES
22 & 27) I found. Some of the names are misspelled including
my own. That's no big deal. Everyone will know if it is them.

I want to thank the men both living and dead of the 3d platoon,
B Company, 2d Bn 502d INF for the life 1 have been able to
have because of their great performance on the 18th day of
May 1967. When I read this Bronze Star Award, I feel it
belongs to the whole 3d platoon. I have served with some of
the best, but they are second to the "Strike Force."

Would like to hear from some of the troopers of the 3rd pla-
toon. Fells, was my machine gunner, Andres Shannon,
Georges, LT David Belding. I don't have a computer yet.

Keep up the good work.
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+ DAN B. HART, 501 SIG B 7/66-8/68, 7499 Arbor Ridge Dr.,
Newburgh, IN 47630-8305 sent the following which was
translated by Ben Lam (2/502 HQ 65-71).

TRANSLATION

To our fellow citizens:

Even though your area
has been liberated from
the hands of the
Communists, the small
groups of enemy are still
infiltrated to your village
for sabotage.

The ARVN and the Allies
troops are always eager
to destroy them. We ask
for your cooperation to
the Military and
Government by denounc-
ing any local
Communist's activities in
your village or near by.

If the Communists mortar
or open fire at the ARVN
or Allies' aircraft from the
village, we must counter
attack to destroy them.

CONG »&NG BAO
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The ARVN and its Allies never want to damage your village.
Therefore, you must report any VC's activities in your area to the
Government. This is the way to protect your life and property.

He also sent the 1966 Thanksgiving message from General
William C. Westmoreland.

COMMANDER'S MESSAGE

hankseivinK Hay we f ind ourselves in a
n<! asbistinff in the defense if the rights of

On Ihis day *e should offer <mr grateful

ach prae been provided. May we <
blessings and guidance upon our endeavors
the Vietnamese people in their s)niBg!e to
everlasting peace wilhin a free society.

W. C. WESTMORELAND
General, United States Army

+ SFC(R) JOHN BURKE, JR., 2/327 C 12/65-12/66, 11305
N. 51st St. Apt. G2, Tampa, FL 33617-2733, 813-914-0781;
sent this photo and letter when becoming a new subscriber.

Hi guys, I served with 1 st Pit, C 2/327 Abn as a squad leader
in 66. The picture of me was taken NW of Tuy Hoa. We were
on an operation, I believe in October. I was point going up to a
village. I told the men to stay on the big rocks and if we got
under fire — return fire in their direction and don't get off the
trail. They knew C Company was coming and would probably

*
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pull out the back door. The _^^ j| S;

only thing I shot was a barking
dog. We left before dark and B
Company found an under-
ground hospital in the area. We
went to Dak To in November;
with the Scout Dogs. It rained
all the time. Third Platoon!
kicked out a few in the stream j
bed. We ran out of Cs, the j
Platoon kept crying they were
hungry. I said we got food -
they said what -- I said dog \. I also remember building !

a fire and Capt Moody asking i
what 1 was doing. I said look at
these feet. Me and Goder were
point men for the Platoon for
three days. They relieved us. I
told him watch them kick one
out — sure enough they did.
They hit everything but the
dink. I always told them aim over the front sight and three
round shot group.

Sure would like to hear from some of the guys from C
Company.

+ DONALD SIN-
GLETON, 2/502
HHC & B 7/66-2/68,
217 Cartertown Rd.-
NAM Dr., Richmond
Hill, GA 31324-
3053 sent five
addresses of 1 st
Brigade veterans and
this card with the
message: "This is the
card we would leave
on VC bodies."

B G S S

"Yea, though we waii, through th
sh.sdoH < • [ ' i-U'idti. v-t s v i M !>,u- m

FOR SERVICE CALL:

BRAVO COMBAT .SUPPORT

^' V '. ':':*

+ DAVID H. ROGERS (G-2 1968), 1108 Shetland Court,
Raleigh, NC 27609 sent, along with his renewal, a clip from a
local paper (page 4, SPRING HOPE ENTERPRISE - June 28,
2001). The editorial was by D. G. Martin and is titled "The
250-ft towers still stand." Martin was at Fort Benning for the
Airborne School graduation of his son. He begins his editori-
al with: "The 250-foot towers still stand high over Fort
Benning, GA. Today, some people might mistake these struc-
tures for cell phone towers like those that have popped up
along every highway in the country. But to Army paratrooper
soldiers the towers are solid reminders of 60 years of airborne
training." (my Italics)
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He went on to explain the high dropout rate, the training sched-
ule and admired the military precision of the graduation cere-
mony and the squared away look of his son.

Later, after writing, "He has done it - and set himself apart."
He continued, "In these days of high-performance helicopters
and versatile landing aircraft, some military experts question
the necessity of maintaining a core of parachute troops."

"Maybe they have a point. Maybe, like the 250-foot towers, air-
borne troops are no longer essential to the Army's modern mission.

Maybe.

But, as for me, as long as our country needs troops that have
demonstrated their willingness and ability to go the last mile,
even to jump out of moving aircraft in the dark, each soldier
with a hundred pounds of equipment attached and dangling
beneath, I hope there will be a cadre of troops wearing the air-
borne wings.

And, I hope that the 250-foot towers at Fort Benning will still
stand as symbols of their readiness and training."

+ JAMES D. AGINS (326 MED B 7/66-2/67), 33 Sunset
Blvd., Trenton, NJ 08690-3940, (609) 586-3724 sent the fol-
lowing letter:

f'.' /'"̂ !i

Enclosed is a photograph of Tommy
Willard that was taken in the spring
of 1965 at Fort Sam Houston,
Texas, while we were attending the
basic corpsman school.

Willard and I graduated from Jump
School at Fort Benning, Georgia on
Nov. 27, 1964. We then traveled by
bus to Fort Campbell, Kentucky to
become a Screaming Eagle. While
processing in with the 101st we were asked if we wanted to
become medics (we both had an infantry MOS). Several in the
group volunteered and we were off to 326 Medical Battalion.
In early 1965, a large group of us were transported by train to
Ft. Sam Houston, returning in the spring of 1965 just in time
for the 1st Brigade to prepare for Viet Nam.
Willard went with the 1st Brigade and was assigned to the
1/327 Infantry and became a medic for the Tiger Forces. Word
filtered back to the 326 Med Bn in the fall of 1965 that Willard
had been hit and would be sent
home. In the fall of 1965, I last
saw Willard in the barracks of 326
Med Bn after he had been released
from the hospital. He was very
much alive but not in the same condition he was just six
months earlier when shipping out to Viet Nam. We parted
ways and lost contact.

Tommy Willard, Company
Area - Barracks, Fort
Sam Houston, Texas,
February 20, 1965

In the spring of 1966, I received orders for Viet Nam and
shipped out with Tony Bouchard, another medic from 326 and
our Ft. Sam Houston days were over. We traveled to Nam
together but parted ways as I went with 326 Med Bn and he
went with 1/327 Infantry as a medic with the Tiger Force. I saw
Bouchard two or three times in Viet Nam when he came
through the aid station to get treated. The last time was in
November after he was treated and shipped back home. We had
contact for a couple of years
then lost each other.

In 1997 Bouchard located
me in New Jersey. We now
keep in contact and have
since had several visits. He
talked me into attending a
101st reunion at Ft.
Campbell in 1998. We
attended and the experience
was unbelievable. It was my
first contact with anyone in
the 101st since 1967. My
wife Diane and I have
attended several reunions
and have been to Ft.
Campbell many times since
then.

Just prior to the 2000
reunion/Week of the Eagles
at Ft. Campbell, I opened a
footlocker in my basement
containing military items
from my three years of
active duty. In reading sev-
eral newspapers I have from
Ft. Campbell dated 1965-
66, I came across an article
(see right) about Tommy
Willard in Viet Nam regard-
ing his actions while a medic
there. I made copies to show
Bouchard at the reunion.

101 Medic

Vindicates

Confidence
QLJI NHON—"Medici Medic!"

An all-too-familiar cry heard on
the battlefield shows the trust
and confidence that the Army
soldier has in his medical aid
always being there when needed.

In a recent combat action in-
volving elements of the 1st Bri-
gade, Army Specialist Four
Tommie Willard, Minot, N.D.,
a medical aidmari assigned to the
Brigade's 1st Battalion 327th In-
fantry showed his mettle and
true adherence to the traditional
trust placed upon him by his men.

While accompanying a combat
patrol which had become heavily
engaged by intense Viet Cong
sniper fire, Specialist Willard
noted that one young trooper had
been hit and had fallen. Dis-
regarding the intense fire he
rushed to his comrade's aid and
was himself wounded. Despite a
painful shoulder wound he suc-
ceeded in moving his wounded
charge out of the line of
hostile fire.

When he awoke from anesthesia
in the 85th Medical Evacuation
Hospital, his first words were
for his wounded buddy.

Only when assured that his
buddy was safe, and in fact in
the same ward, would the duty
oriented medical aidman relax

While at Ft.
Campbell, we
attended a cere-
mony at 327
Infantry. I
heard Bouchard
call my name
saying someone
wanted to see
me. I walked
over and the
person turned James Agins - Class
around and it ISA 46th
was Tommy Company, Graduated
Willard, a sight November 27, 1964
for sore eyes,
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Tom Willard - From
Airborne Classbook,
Class ISA ... 46th
Company, Graduated
November 27, 1964
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since we had no contact since 1965. After some tears and hugs
and re-introductions, we just talked. I showed him the news-
paper article I was carrying regarding him and he was blown
away. It was almost as if I knew he was going to be at the
reunion or at least I hoped he would be there. Willard now has
the original newspaper article. Needless to say Willard,
Bouchard and I have continued communicating since that
meeting. Most recently, in June 2001 I was invited and attend-
ed the 327 Infantry reunion in Manassas, VA.

AIRBORNE!

+ DEBBIE S. EARLS, 9008 E. Ironbark Street, Tucson, AZ
85747, (520) 290-1515 (work),
(520) 663-0833 (home) sent the following articles.

Subject: ILt. Larry Don Earls
KIA 01-02-67, Kontum,
Vietnam

On May 24, 2001, I spotted a
photograph in which the like-
ness and similarities make it
probable that my father ILt.
Larry Don Earls is pictured in
it with other soldiers. Lt.
Earls was stationed out of Ft.
Campbell, Kentucky when he
commenced tour to Vietnam
on November 21, 1966, after
over ten years of service in
the U.S. Army from enlisted to officer.

Officers School 1965

The family only

Debbie Earls believes the soldier on the right is her father. The
photo was taken from a web site and was captioned there as
being from the Big Red 1 (1st Infantry Division) near Phouc Vinh.

Editor's Note: If you can identify the chow line photo as
being in the 2/502 area, Christmas of 1966, please contact
Debbie Earls.

received one photo of his tour
dated December 13, 1966.
This latest photo is dated
December 25, 1966, making
the second and final photo
now known after almost 35
years! Lt. Earls was a devot-
ed Screaming Eagle and was
also recognized for valor in
Vietnam posthumously award-
ed the Silver Star and rests at
the Stones River National
Battlefield, his hometown
Murfreesboro, Tennessee.

I •

in ILT Larry D. Earls
Dec. 25, 1966

ILt. Earls lived, loved and breathed the military and Ft.
Campbell, Kentucky. I am certain he would have been a mem-
ber of your organization. On behalf of my father and all the
soldiers kia, soldiers who serve(d), the unaccounted for MIA-
POWs, thank you for your publication and reliving the legacy
of Lt. Earls, and those for which so gallantly gave their lives!

Airborne! Past, Present and Future!

AWARD OF THE SILVER STAR
POSTHUMOUSLY
HEADQUARTERS

I FIELD FORCE VIETNAM
GENERAL ORDERS

NUMBER 69

101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION
SCREAMING EAGLES

VALOR

EARLS, LARRY D. FIRST LIEUTENANT
INFANTRY United States Army
502d Infantry, Company C

Date Action: 2 January 67
101st Airborne Division

2d Battalion

Reason: GALLANTRY IN ACTION: Lieutenant Earls had
placed his platoon into a defensive perimercr. Approximately
three hours later, a numerically superioi determined enemy
element viciously attacked the defensive perimeter with such
ferocity that six of Lieutenant Earls men were instantly killed.
Realizing the possibilities of being overrun by the enemy,
Lieutenant Earls, with complete disregard of his own personal
safety, charged forward to the area where the action was heav-
iest and began to reorganize his platoon. Being constantly
exposed to murderous enemy automatic weapons fire and a
heavy barrage of enemy hand grenades, Lieutenant Earls
moved from position to position giving his men encourage-
ment and pointing out enemy targets. On several occasions
while rallying his men, hand grenades landed near him and his
men and again Lieutenant Earls braved the murderous enemy
fire and personally picked up the enemy grenades and threw
them back at the enemy. Having reorganized his platoon,
Lieutenant Earls gave the order to assault the fanatical enemy
element. His inspired men assaulted the superior enemy force
with such determination that the enemy ranks were broken and
they were forced to make a hasty withdrawal. Had it not been
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LT. LARRY », EARLS

* * * *

Silver Star
For Heroism
Presented

for Lieutenant Earls' tremen-
dous display of courage and
professionalism in the face of
a numerically superior enemy
force many more casualties
would have resulted.
Lieutenant Earls' outstanding
display of gallantry in action
and his avid devotion to duty
are within the highest mili-
tary traditions and reflect
great credit upon himself, his
unit, and the United States
Army. Authority: By direc-
tion of the President under the
provisions of USARV.

(Lt. Larry Don Earls rests at
the Stones River National
Battlefield Forever and Ever
Amen.)

+ ROBERT RALEIGH (2/327 HHC LRRP 7/66-7/67), 12301
Brighton Ave., Cleveland, OH 44111, 216-671-7847 sent the
following: These are some copies of pictures from Vietnam. I
was a member of Hawk Platoon 2/327th ABN INF 101 st from
1966 to 1967.1 can't remember the dates. I thought we had an
astounding record in combat at this time. I tried to remember as
many of the names of members of Hawk Platoon as possible.
You do not nave to return these copies. Raleigh was point man,
radioman RTO and Team Leader Hawk II (6 man teams Recon)

Editor's note: Photos received were copied in their frames
and will be used later if they can be improved

+ COL (R) JOE WASCO (2/327 CO 1/66 - 1/67), 1791
Clearview Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791-9703, sent a note
along with material about some remarkable men of the 2/327.

Dear Ivan, enclosed - stories about four men of 2/327,
Company "A" - also the account of SGT (Hilliard) Carter's
sacrifice for his fellow man - We are still working on getting
him his DSC - As you know things kind of fell through the
crack at times. I thought you may be able to use some of the
material, /s/ Wild Gypsy, Joe Wasco.

Editor's note: Included with the above note were letters and
a proposed citation for the DSC for Hilliard Carter, a story
written for the Viet Center Voice on the occasion of his
retirement. He also sent a copy of a Philadelphia News and
Inquirer story about The Battle of Trung Luong that fea-
tures the four soldiers mentioned in the note along with a
few others. They include: Rich Montgomery, Bruce Masters,
Tom Furgeson, Gary Housley, Walter Eddy, Joe Mack, Tony

Burgee and others. I have written for permission, in June
2001, to republish this story and have no answer.

+ KURT D. GEHRING, 3705191, 2/320 Arty Bty A 67-68,2605
State St., Salem, OR 97310-0505 sent the following message
when becoming a new subscriber. Was attached to 1/327 Inf A
Co., RTO call name Alpha Z X-ray, started out as RTO then when
FO was hurt took over his job for rest of tour. Looking forward
to hearing from anyone that might remember me.

+ = CURRENT SUBSCRIBER as of Sept. 7, 2001

J.C. SCOTT, INC.
LlOeponOsnl Nnllon-Lul

iX (706) 563-8850

•nail. JCSCOTTWCO»ol.«

August 14,2001

Ivan Worrell
PO Box 675
Sweetwater, TN 37874-0675

Dear Ivan:

1/101 Reunion 2000 is now officially over!! Our bank account is now zeroed out.

The committee from the 1998 reunion at Ft Campbell sent me a check for $5,000.00 as seed
money for our reunion in 2000. They suggested that I try to forward $7,500 to the 2002 reunion.

As of this moment:

a. all of our expenses from reunion 2000 have been paid,
b. a check for $2,355.00 was sent to the Airborne and Special Forces Museum in

Fayetteville, NC as the balance due on a small monument for our Vietnam brigade,
c. all refunds (Ml or partial) due our members have been paid,
d. and two checks in the amounts of $7,500.00 and $480.87 have been sent to Ken

Arnold as seed money for reunion 2002 in Fort Worth.

There was a lot a bitching from some quarters about our registration fee. I'm not a veteran of the
reunion circuit, but 1 doubt that very many have everything except two breakfasts and one lunch
paid for, to include snacks, soft drinks, beer, wine, and mixed drinks in the hospitality suites (as
much as you wanted).

It appeared that everyone who was able to attend had a fun time. What they didn't see was a lot
of hard work behind the scenes by the committee members. They were the ones who made it
happen.

Let's push for a good turnout at Ken's event in Fort Worth next year,

Airborne, all the way!!

Warm regards

Jeny C. Scott

VIET NAM TOUR
Richard C. Schonberger (2/327 HHC 7/66 - 7/67) is leading yet

another tour to Viet Nam in April and May of 2002. Departure from the
U. S. is April 30, 2002 and departure from Viet Nam is May 14, 2002.

The tour will begin in Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon) and visit the
Mekong Delta, Hue, the A Shau Valley, the DMZ, China Beach and
Hanoi. An optional four-day extension to Dien Bien Phu is also offered.

Dick Schonberger has lead a number of tours to Viet Nam in the
past and is well acquainted with the country and the history of U. S.
forces in the areas visited in the south.

For more information contact Richard Schonberger at GLOBAL
SPECTRUM, 5683 Columbia Pike, Suite 101, Falls Church, VA
22041, phone 703.671.9619 or 800.419.4446, FAX 703.671.5747, e--
mail gspectrum@gspectrum.com, or visit the web site at www.viet-
namspecialists.com.

14 The First Screaming Eagles in Viet Nam October 2001



Sixth Sweep in I Corps

Brigade Begins Operation Wheeler
CHU LAI—The 1st Brigade

launched Operation Wheeler —
its 23rd since arriving in Viet-
nam — when paratroopers air-
assaulted into the mountainous
jungles west of here on Sep-
tember 13.

It marked the sixth offensive
in I Corps for the Screaming
Eagles since joining Task Force
Oregon May 11.

Seventy-six enemy were killed
in the first week of fighting
with C Co. of the 1st Bn. (Abn),
327th Inf. accounting for 27
without suffering a casualty.

The battalion launched its

phase of the operation into
multiple landing zones west of
Tarn Ky. Initial contact saw the
"Above the Rest" troopers de-
stroy a dozen 2.75mm rockets
and a booby-trapped artillery
round.

The next day, A Co. destroyed
seven 82mm mortar r o u n d s
abandoned by the enemy.

C Co. accelerated its offen-
sive, accounting for 27 enemy
kills in the first four days. The
company also captured the first
enemy automatic weapons of
the operation while pursuing an

enemy force. Six enemy were
killed in the contact, four of
them NVA.

Members of the Recon. Plat,
and B Co. added three kills for
a battalion count of 30 after
seven days of fighting.

Paratroopers also completed
a series of three operations re-
cently, accounting for 420 enemy
kills and 186 weapons captured.

The Screaming Eagles com-
pleted Operation Malheur II
with 470 enemy kills and rushed
into Operations Hood River,
Benton and Cook in rapid suc-
cession.

Operation Hood River, a
search and destroy s w e e p
northwest of Due Pho, began on
August 2 and ended on August
12. During that period, para-
troopers killed 63 enemy and
captured 42 weapons, 23 tons
of rice and three tons of salt.

One NVA and four Viet Cong
were taken prisoner during the
operation.

Operation Benton began Au-
gust 13 as the Screaming Eagles
moved from Due Pho to Chu Lai
by Air Force C-130 aircraft.
During the 16-day search and
d e s t r o y sweep, 303 enemy,

many of them NVA, w e r e
killed. The paratroopers a l s o
captured 131 weapons, 31 tons
of rice and four tons of tea.

Moving back to Due Pho, the
Screaming Eagles initiated Cook
on September 1, a holding opera-
tion to discourage the enemy
from launching an attack in
Quang Nghia province during
the Vietnamese elections.

Defensive patrolling during
the eight-day operation resulted
in 54 enemy killed and 13 weap-
ons captured. Thirty-one tons of
rice also were uncovered by the
paratroopers.

Artillery
Answers
Rockets

By Sp4 Dan Stroebel
CHU LAI — A full morning

of fire missions had ended for
the 101st Airborne's A Btry. of
the 2nd Bn. (Abn), 320th Arty.
The redlegs had finished their
noon meal and the blazing, un-
relenting sun beat down on their
hilltop parapets.

Then they heard it — the siz-
zle of a 75mm recoilless rifle
round as it passed overhead and
exploded on a nearby knoll.
Then another and another.

"Gunships were firing in the
area and I thought they were
stray rockets," said Staff Sgt.
Robert A. Mackenzie, Quincy,
Mass. "But Vasquez knew right
away we were under enemy
fire."

Cpl. Luis A. Vasquez, Selma,
Calif., recognized, by sound, the
magnitude of the enemy rounds.

"The flat trajectory also iden-
tified the rounds as recoilless
rifle fire," said Vasquez. "I
yelled to alert everybody."

Sgt. Mackenzie and Vasquez,
both of the 6th Section, were the
first to reach their gun's para-
pet. Mackenzie leaped atop the
sandbag wail to locate the ene-
my weapon. Vasquez, the gun-
ner, cranked the 105 howitzer
tube to direct-fire level, parallel
to the ground. Mackenzie spot-
ted the enemy position and his
crew went into action.

The duel quickly developed.
The six-man artillery crew trad-
ed round for round with the lone
enemy weapons.

"The enemy couldn't get an
accu p.te range on us," said
Capt. Craig H. Mandeville, Chic-
kasha, Okla., battery command-
er. "The rounds kept falling
short or going over our posi-
tion."

The 6th Section continued to
pJaco direct fire on the enemy
position about 800 meters away.
Then the enemy added small
arms fire. As the din of firing
grew, only the howitzer could
be hea d. Suddenly the crew
realized the incoming recoilless
rifle rounds had ceased, the ene-
my weapon silenced. Then the
redlegs. M-16's in hand, moved
from their gun pits to suppress
the enemy small arms fire.

'Eagle' Pauses
Publication of the Scream-

ing Eagle was interrupted
temporarily because of ad-
ministrative problems. Ear-
lier editions were dated Aug-
ust 16, 23 and 30 and Septem-
ber 6 and 13. Today's edition
is Vol. 1, No. 6.
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Veterans Honor Graduates
New paratroopers of the 1st Brigade receive their parachutist wings as veteran Screaming Eagles
fill the skies in a congratulatory jump. (Photo by Spec. 5 Robert Lloyd)

5 Blasts Over Cobra DZ

101st Airborne School Makes
Paratroopers of 43 'Legs'

Troops
Capture
Prisoner

QUANG NGAI — Stealth and
strength saved paratrooper lives
and netted the 101st Airborne an
NVA prisoner during Operation
Cook west of here.

"The platoon leader positioned
us out from the perimeter as an
observation post," said Pfc.
Dale S. Kirby, Lake Worth, Fla.
"We were located in tall grass
overlooking a rocky trail. About
an hour after we set up I heard
a noise from the trail below."

"He didn't see us," said Pfc.
Joseph Zinkin, East St. Louis,
111. "He had a grenade in one
hand and was concentrating on
our troopers digging foxholes on
our flank."

Machine gunner, Spec. 4 Lar-
ry Rice, Hendersonville, Tenn.,
thought first of cutting the ene-
my down. "Then we decided to
take him prisoner," he said.

The three paratroopers from
C Co.f 2nd Bn. (Abn), 502nd
Inf., armed with two M-16 rifles
and a pistol, split into different
directions, following and flank-
ing the unsuspecting NVA.

The plan was to stretch a
length of parachute suspension
line across the trail antad of the
enemy and trip him. Kirby was
to crawl behind the NVA, cover-
ing him with an M-16 in case
the plan aborted and the Ameri-
cans were discovered.

For some reason, the enemy
soldier stopped short of Rice
and Zinkin, and started to pull
the pin on a grenade.

"When I saw what he was
doing, I yelled as loud as I
could," said Zinkin. "Charlie*
was so startled he just stared
for a moment and that's when
Kirby and Rice pounced on
him."

PHAN RANG — Forty-three
new paratroopers received their
wings on Cobra Drop Zone here
recently, as veteran paratroop-
ers of the 1st Bde, 101st Air-
borne Div. filled the skies in a
congratulatory jump.

The Screaming Eagle brigade
completed its second jump
school in Vietnam with students
jumping from a jet-assisted Air
Force C-123. It marked the first
time 101st paratroopers have
jumped from the modified air-
craft in Vietnam.

An earlier jump school, con-
ducted in April, qualified 25
students after five jumps from
an Air Force C-130.

Veterans Conduct School
Lt. Charles R. Hicks, Ottawa,

Kan., brigade parachute officer,
served as school commandant

for the five days of ground
training and three days of jump-
ing. CWO Richard J. Spleen,
Ridgeway, Pa., was in charge of
training and SFC Jimmy Kel-
ler, NCOIC, gave much of the
instruction. Both are members
of the brigade's Aerial Equip-
ment and Supply Plat, and have
more than 800 jumps between
them.

Lt. Col. Quinton P. Sunday,
Eufaula, Okla., commander of
the Spt. Bn., presented the
wings to the new paratroopers,

First Jumps
Col. Sunday and Maj. Charles

Allen, San Antonio, brigade pro-
vost marshal, made the first
jumps from the aircraft during
a demonstration drop for stu-
dents on the first day of train-
ing.

Col. Sunday also j u m p e d
"wind dummy" for the students
of their first of five qualifying
jumps.

The students made a total of
215 jumps during the training
w h i l e veteran paratroopers
made another 315 on other sor-
ties.

Training Complete
The AE&S Plat, added a

"swing landing trainer" for the
school. The trainer helped stu-
dents become proficient in para-
chute landing falls.

Other areas covered during
the school were physical train-
ing, mock door exits, control of
the parachute during descent,
deployment of the reserve, em-
ergency procedures, parachute
landing falls and jump master
duties.

CO's in 2/32>
DUC PHO, Vietnam (2/327-IO)

—Three new commanders re-
ceived their unit colors in re-
cent ceremonies here.

Lt. Col. Robert G. Yerks,
Cornwall-on-the-Hudson, N.Y.,
assumed command of 2nd Bn.
(Abn), 327th Inf. Yerks, former-
ly brigade executive officer, suc-
ceeded Lt. Col. Edmond P.
Abood, Brooklyn, who has been
reassigned to the staff and
faculty of C&GS, Ft. Leaven-
worth, Kan.

Capt, John Lawton, Bethesda,
Md., was named commanding
officer of A Co., succeeding
Capt. Peter P.C.V. Pepper,
Santa Barbara., Calif.

The new company commander
of C Co. is Capt. Antonio Mav-
roudis, New York City, who suc-
ceeded Capt. James C. Joiner,
Tampa, Fla.
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Sighting an NVA

Screaming Eagle Briefings
Leroy Adopted

DUC PHO — A bob-tailed
banana bird walked into the
Security Plat, of the 1st Bn.
(Abn), 327th Inf. during Opera-
tion Cook and was adopted as
the platoon mascot.

"We call him (her?) Leroy,"
explained Sgt. Andy M. Pease,
Portland, Ore. "No one knows
where he came from. He just
arrived without tail feathers."

Leroy is a peculiar bird. He
chases away other birds that
land near the platoon perimeter.
"Maybe it's because he can't
fly," chuckled Pease.

' 'When he comes to chow,
Leroy is always hungry," says
Spec. 4 John Murphy, San Die-
go. "He's crazy about apricot
jam and bread."

"But," interrupted Spec. 4
Harold Gainey, Fort Meyers,
Fla., "We have learned to check
our bedding before we sack out.
Leroy sometimes leaves a call-
ing card."

Laugh Ceases
An NVA soldier laughed in
front of a paratroopers perime-
ter during Operation Benton
near here and got a claymore
in response.

Pfc. William Ladd, Knoxville,
Tenn., was guarding the peri-
meter of B Co., 1st Bn. (Abn),
327th Inf. when he heard the
noise.

"Someone was laughing in
front of my position," he said.
His buddy, Pfc. Joseph Withers,
Dallas, heard the laughter too.
"I threw a grenade toward the
sound," said Withers. "Then a
trip flare went off and we could
see a figure moving. That's
when we detonated our clay-
more."

The next morning, a patrol
found two trip flare wires cut.
Nearby was the body of a dead
NVA and his automatic weapon.

Language Expert
DUC PHO — Broken English

is common among paratroopers
of the 101st Airborne where na-
tionalities range from Spanish
to German. But "pidgin" Viet-
namese recently cost a Viet
Cong his life.

A team of the Long Range Re-
connaissance Platoon (LRRP)
was on a night patrol near here
when the team leader, Staff
Sgt. Frank C. Lincoln, Port Jef-
ferson, N.Y., spotted a VC walk-
ing parallel to the patrol. The
enemy soldier seemed unaware
of his proximity to the para-
troopers.

Lincoln motioned to the point
man, Spec. 4 David L. Sinclair,
Seacliff, Long Island, N.Y., who
yelled to the VC in Vietnamese.

"I rattled off the few words
I knew," said Sinclair. "Very
little of it made any sense, but
it got 'Charlie's' attention. He
even answered back in a friend-
ly tone."

Sinclair yelled again, but the
VC realized he was an Ameri-
can. The enemy soldier tried to
flee, but ran right into Lincoln
who ended the flight with a
burst from his M-16 rifle.

VC Lose Draw
DUC PHO — Three Viet Cong

fell to a pair of faster-shooting
paratroopers of the 101st Air-
borne recently in a gunfight dur-
ing Operation Cook.

As the 3rd Plat, of C Co., 2nd
Bn. (Abn), 327th Inf. was comb-
ing a hill near the Song Ve val-
ley, a lone VC was sighted. Two
paratroopers—Spec. 4 John W.
Hamm, Cahokia, 111., and Spec.
4 Eric L. Ottey, Brooklyn, hast-
ened down the trail in pursuit.

"We ran smack into three VC
on the way down," said point-
man Hamm. He and Ottey didn't
hesitate, immediately firing at
the enemy.

One VC struggled to get his
weapon off his back, another's
weapon misfired and the third
was unarmed. Quickly the gun-
fight was over.

"They must not have expected
us," said Ottey. "They looked
surprised."

"We just beat them to the
draw," added Hamm.

Decorations
TAM KY—South Vietnam's Vice President, Nguyen Cao Ky,

presided at ceremonies here decorating 120 paratroopers of the
101st Airborne for their participation in Operation Hood River, a
joint Allied Forces operation conducted in early August.

GALLANTRY GROSS WITH PALM—BG S.H. Matheson; Col.
John W. Collins; Lt. Col. Robert G. Yerks; Lt. Col. Ralph Puckett
Jr., 2/502; Lt. Col. Gerald E. Morse, 1/327; Maj. James L. Chapman
III, 2/320; Sgt. Maj. George E. Kerncr, 2/327; Staff Sgt. Tyrone
Watson, 1/327; Spec. 4 Allen Kent, 2/502.

GALLANTRY CROSS WITH GOLD STAR—Spec. 4 Stanley
Webb, 1/327; First Sgt. Edward J. Dube, 2/327; First Sgt. Mack
Taylor, 2/327; Maj. John L. Patten, 2/320; Lt. Edward R. Throek-
morton, 2/502, Lt. Thomas Kinane, 1/327;

Lt James M Hawkins, 1/327; Maj. Malcolm Wallace, 1/327; Lt.
Jerry Eckenrod, 1/327; Spec. 4 Charles Heyn, 1/327; Capt. Peter
Pepper, 2/327; Maj. Arthur B. Osborne, 2/327;

First Sgt Nelson P. Henry, 2/327; First Sgt. Stanley Grodzick,
2/327; Pfc. Jerry A. Cain, 2/320; Spec. 4 Walter B. Keyes, 2/502;
Capt. Steven L. Arnold, 2/502; Staff Sgt. S. Maki, 2/502; Lt. David
M. Belding, 2/502; Staff Sgt. Larry A. Fletcher, 2/502.

GALLANTRY CROSS WITH SILVER STAR—Sgt. Maj.
Paul B. Huff; Maj. Benjamin R. Schlapak, A/326; M. Sgt. Lloyd L.
Smith, HHC; Maj. James P. Leighton III, HHC: Maj. Richard A.
Kupau, HHC; Maj. Robert M. Elton, HHC;

Maj. Wayne J. Prokup, HHC; Lt. Lawrence J. Wissell, 1/327;
Capt. James W. McElroy, 1/327; Spec. 4 Bobby E. Spears, 2/502;
Lt. Robert N. Riviello, 1/327; Capt. Anthony J. Curcio, 1/327; Sgt.
Maj. Michael F. Lyn, 1/327;

Lt. Walter A. Hill, 1/327; Capt. James C. Joiner, 2/327; Capt.
Richard I. Porter, 2/327; Lt. John T. McKnight, 2/327; Capt.
Anthony M. Mavroudis, 2/327; Capt. Ramon E. Millard Jr., 2/327;
Capt. Robert F. Helms, 2/320; Maj. Max L. Waldrop, Spt. Bn.;

Spec. 4 Ronald Wright, 2/502; Spec. 4 Albert A. Dobbs, 2/320;
Pfc. Norman D. Jack, 2/320; Maj. Edward J. Parent!, USAF; Maj.
Harvey Blanton, USAF; Spec. 4 Donald C. Pryor Jr., 2/502; Lt.
David H. Campbell, 2/502; Staff Sgt. James H. Temple Jr., 2/502;
Sgt. Clifford N. Dinkins, 2/502.

GALLANTRY CROSS WITH BRONZE STAR—Lt. William
Horwath, 1/327; Lt. Stephen Naughton, 1/327; M. Sgt. Chester L.
Giddens, 1/327; Capt. Edgar Burch, 1/327; Sfc. Thomas Krebs,
1/327; Capt. Julius F. Johnson, 1/327; Lt. Robert F. Bush, 1/327;
Capt. Robert M. John, 1/327;

" Capt. Peter Mitchell, 1/327; Capt. Carl James, 1/327; Sgt.
Larry R. Barnes, 1/327; Lt. Lawrence Jackson, 1/327; Capt. Harold
F. McGaha, 1/327; Staff Sgt. Joseph E. Oniell, 2/327; Sfc. John
S. Bell, 2/327;

M. Sgt. Harvey P. Appleman, 2/327; Spec. 4 Harry D. Rooks,
2/327; Sgt. Willie A. Brown, 2/327; Spec. 4 Robert W. Alvarado,
2/327; Spec. 4 Franklin C. Norris, 2/327; Sgt. Douglas Johnson,
2/327;

Sfc. Phillip J. Harvey, 2/327; Spec. 4 Eric L. Ottey, 2/327;
Spec. 4 Leo V. Bosner, 2/327; Sgt. Willie Farmer Jr., 2/327; Spec. 4
Miehail Massey, 2/327; Sgt. Walter L. Bacak, HHC; Sgt. Lawrence
C. Christian, HHC;

Lt. Col. Quinton P. Sunday, Spt. Bn; Maj. John A. Chambers,
Spt. Bn; Maj. Bobby J. Maynard, Spt. Bn; Lt. Kendall K. Coen,
Spt. Bn; Sgt. Maj. John T. Hayden, Spt. Bn; Lt. William A. Wise,
A/326;

Lt. Frederick R. Denis, A/326; Staff Sgt. Clenton E. Tolbert,
A/326; Sgt. Robert T. Velarde, A/326; Capt. Anthony C. Germann,
2/320; Capt. Benny G. Melton, 2/32(1; Lt. Russell A. Campbell Jr.,
2/320;

Lt. Andrew S. Carlegis Jr., 2/320; Sfc. Richard A. Collins, 2/320;
Sgt. Bernard F. Gordon, 2/320; Sgt. Dennis H. Grant, 2/320; Spec. 4
Byver H. Grant, 2/320; Sgt. Patrick A. Knaub, 2/320; Pfc. James E.
Samuel, 2/320;

Lt. Harold V. Toop Jr., 2/502; Spec. 4 Gary Ristine, 2/502;
Spec. 4 Gary E. Hillyer, 2/502; Spec. 4 Ronald A. Gardner, 2/502;
Lt. Leonard G. Anderson, 2/502; Lt. Jack A. Rogers Jr., 2/502;
First Sgt. Frank R. Creed, 2/502;
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. . . And Doing Your Job
Sgt. Joseph Craven, Miami, Fla. (left), fires on NVA troops while Spec. 4 Steve Meyers, Baldwin
Park, Calif., reloads his M-16 rifle. The two paratroopers of the 2nd Bn. (Abn), 502nd Inf. were
patrolling during Operation Benton. (Photo by Spec. 4 James Lohr)
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Gives 'No Slack'

Squad Outwaits
Viet Cong Force

By SP4 Scott Christofferson
DUG PHO— A squad from C

Co., 2nd Bn. (Abn), 327th Inf.
crept through a darkened rice
paddy. The sun had set,
shrouding the Song Ve valley
in darkness. A dozen para-
troopers moved toward their
ambush position before the
moon came out.

As they neared a tree line
the paratroopers heard VC
talking and moving about. Staff

Reward
Offered
For Pof

CHU LAI — Three cases of
beer have been posted for the
return of a steel pot with a
lieutenant colonel's insignia on
it—but many takers aren't ex-
pected.

Lt. Col. Gerald Morse, Ban-
gor, Maine, commander of the
1st Bn. (Abn), 327 Inf. was di-
recting gunship fire and mark-
ing targets with tracer rounds
when enemy automatic weapons
fire chewed off the tail rotor of
his command and control heli-
copter.

The helicopter spiraled from
500 feet and the pilot gunned
the engine to break the impact.

"My steel helmet fell out as
the ship come to a halt on its
side," said Morse. "Then we
heard enemy shouts as the NVA
closed in."

A 'Mayday' call went out to
choppers in the area.

The command and control
helicopter of another battalion
came to the rescue under fire,
lifting the downed party with
NVA only 30 meters away.

"I'm serious about the re-
ward," said Morse after the
incident.

"If 'Charlie' comes walking in
some day with that pot I'll give
him the beer."

Sgt. Shelby L. Wilson, Yuma,
Ariz., turned his squad around
and cautiously skirted the ene-
my. As they approached an-
other tree line more voices were
heard. The moon was rising
now and each wasted minute in-
creased the likelihood of dis-
covery. Wilson had no choice
but to get his men down. He
placed his squad in a well-
concealed ditch near a trail, no
more than 20 yards from the
enemy located in the tree line.

Pfc. David L. Glowczewskie,
Sparr, FJa., squad radio opera-
tor, received word that VC were
nearby. Glowczewskie already
knew that. Like the rest of the
squad, he had heard movement
and noise around him.

The squad was in a danger-
ous position. Absolute silence
was necessary. A cough, rattl-
ing of equipment or a sudden
movement in the undergrowth
would alert the VC.

Sgt. Wilson, whispering al-
most inaudibly into the radio,
called for 176th Aviation Co.
gunships.

Gradually the faint hum of
helicopters reached the para-
troopers' ears. The hum grew
louder as the choppers c a m e
closer. Soon they circled over-
head. A spark fell from one of
them and, as it turned into a
flare, the area was lit up like
day.

For a half hour the choppers
circled o v e r h e a d , dropping
flares to light up their targets.
Angry streams of red tracers
swept down from the choppers,
raking back and forth over the
area adjacent to the paratroop-
ers. R o c k e t s came crash-
ing down. Grenades splattered
their targets. The gunners
above knew exactly where the
paratrooper squad was. They
carefully avoided h i t t i n g its
position. Finally the last flare
died out and the choppers left.

The next morning Glowczew-
skie, recalled the contact as
numerous blood trails w e r e
found: "To think I used to cuss
those pilots for blowing sand in
my eyes."

Heavy Cargo Delivery
A chinook helicopter of the 178th Assault Support Helicopter Co. delivers a 105mm howitzer to the
site of C Btry, 2nd Bn. (Abn), 320th Arty. (Photo by Spec. 4 Dan Stroebel)

Box Cars of Chu Lai Support
Brigade Operations in I Corps

CHU LAI — More than 140,-
000 passengers — about the
population of Madison, Wis. —
have been carried by the 178th
Assault Support Helicopter Co.
here since its arrival in Viet-
nam 18-months ago.

The 178th — known as the
"Box Cars of Chu Lai" — is a
Chinook helicopter unit, com-
manded by Lt. Col. Joseph F.
Rutkowski, Sidney, N.Y., an 11-
year veteran flyer of fixed and
rotary-wing aircraft.

"Experience is the backbone of
our operation," he said. "Our
pilots have up to 5,000 hours
flying time. Some are now serv-
ing their second tours in Viet-
nam and key NCO's have eight
to 10 years of service with Army
aviation. Depth is our greatest
strength."

Experience was demanded of

A Hard-Core Group
Members of the Weapons Plat, of C Co., 1st Bn. (Abn), 327th Inf. take a break during Operation
Benton. Top row, left to right: Sgt. Herbert W. Hammond, Spring Lake, N.C.; Pfc. Peter A. Hall,
Groton, Conn.; Spec. 4 Raymond L. Land, Tucson, Ariz., Pfc. Bernie J. McCabe, Springfield, 111.,
Sgt. Jesse W. Taylor, Fort Meyers, Fla. Kneeling, left to right: Lt. Thomas J. Kinane, Brooklyn, N.Y.;
Plat. Sgt. Edward A. Birmingham, Rutland, Vt. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Art Campbell)

the unit when it began support-
ing the 101st Airborne in com-
bat operations with Task Force
Oregon.

"Working with the 101st has
been an exciting experience for
me," said 178th operations of-
ficer Maj. Willard Dillonaire,
Enterprise, Ala.

Breaks Records
Supporting t h e Screaming

Eagles, the 178th has broken its
previous records for tonnage,
passengers, sorties and hours in
the air.

During Operation Malheur II
in June, the "Box Cars of Chu
Lai" transported the evacuated
population of the Song Ve valley
as the 101st completed the larg-
est refugee relocation program
in the history of Quang Ngai
province. More than 18,000 pas-
sengers, most of them civilians,
were carried by the Chinook
crews.

The total tonnage moved by
the 178th since arriving in Viet-
nam would fill a freight train
972 cars long.

In addition to its impressive
record of support to ground
troops, the Chinook company
has recovered more than 300
d o w n e d aircraft of various
types. "These recoveries alone
have saved the government mil-
lions of dollars," said Rutkow-
ski.

Passes Out Cards
One of the pilots, CWO Joseph

W. Milles, Biloxi, Miss., passes
out business cards to passeng-
ers aboard his chopper, an-
nouncing: "You Call, We Haul."

The men of the 178th keep that
pledge. They carry water, ra-
tions, howitzers, ammunition,
livestock, refugees and rifle-
men. "If you can get it through
the door or in a sling, we'll
carry it," added Milles.

Their commander echoes this
professional pride and credits
pilot judgement for the unit's
efficiency. "They can and do
make the right decisions with-
out having to consult others,"
Rutkowski said. "They know
their job."

Rutkowski praises mainten-
ance as another key factor in
the unit's success. "The 400th
Trans. Del. provides us with
superior support," he said.
"They perform our 100-hour in-

spections and give us direct sup-
port in maintenance." Mainten-
ance line chief, SFC Charles M.
Prichard, Telas, W. Va., also
was cited. "Without his support,
our aircraft couldn't fly," Rut-
kowski said.

Rescue Wounded
Box car pilots fly missions

filled with suspense and humor.
Capt. David G. Lloyd, Memphis,
related an event during Opera-
tion Malheur II:

"One of the paratrooper units
had been in contact most of the
day. The wounded couldn't get
out on a "Dust-Off because the
LZ was too small. Also, the
weather was bad — low clouds
engulfed the jungle.

"My ship got the mission to
winch out the wounded. After
locating the ground unit, we
hovered at 115 feet for more
than an hour winching out eight
paratroopers. Two gunships or-
bited our Chinook, placing sup-
pressive fire on the enemy be-
low. Troopers on the ground
were doing the same.

"As we were lifting out the
ninth wounded man, the winch
jammed," Lloyd added. "We
couldn't raise him or let him
down. Cuyle (Capt. Robert E.
Cuyle, Eugene, Ore.) and I de-
cided to leave the area in search
of a safer place where we could
put the wounded man down and
get him aboard the aircraft.

"About three miles away we
found a sand bar in the Song
Ve river and landed. Our waist
gunners and accompanying gun-
ships sprayed both sides of the
river.

"The paratrooper medic with
us leaped out and carried the
wounded man in. Then we
sweated out the enemy ground
fire as we lifted out."

Scratch One Pig
There have been lighter mo-

ments, too, for box car pilots.
Like the time CWO Thomas H.
Payne, Glencoe, HI., was car-
rying a load of refugees, pigs,
ducks and chickens from the
Song Ve.

"A pig got loose in the air-
craft and ran up the incline and
out the back of the chopper,"
he recalled. "We were about 300
feet in the air. The crew chief
had to hold a woman to keep
her from going out after it."
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VC Trips
Ambush
Too Soon

DUC PHO — An over-anxious
enemy soldier foiled a recent
Viet Cong ambush by firing too
quickly on a 101st Airborne
platoon during Operation Cook
near here.

The early warning alerted the
paratroopers of the 1st Plat.,
B Co., 2nd Bn. (Abn), 327th Inf.
and resulted in three VC killed.
No paratroopers were injured in
the encounter.

As the platoon waded through
rice paddies, a VC weapons
squad lay hidden in a treeline.
When the column approached, a
single shot rang out scattering
the Screaming Eagles.

Taking cover, Lt. Howard L.
Helfman, the platoon leader
from Yonkers, N.Y., and Sgt.
Sharon L. McCracken, Paris,
Ky., of the 2nd Bn. (Abn), 320th
Arty, called in supporting fire.

The pointman for the column,
Spec. 4 John F. Amity, Ft.
Worth, Tex., was r e c e i v i n g
heavy fire from enemy machine
guns and grenade launchers.
One grenade round landed be-
tween the paratrooper's legs as
he sprawled in the rice paddy.

"I put my head down and
said: "Oh Lord, don't let it go
off." "I was lucky," said Amity.
"It was a dud."

Despite the enemy fire. Amity
continued to fire his M-79 gre-
nade launcher.

"If it hadn't been for Amity's
early fire power we would have
been in trouble," said Helfman.
"Then the artillery shelled the
enemy positions.

Behind Amity lay Pfc. Charles
Emerson, Atlanta, Ga.

"I set my rucksack in front
of me for cover and 'Charlie'
shot up all my chow," Emerson
recalled.

Spec. 4 James D. Parrish, In-
dianapolis, saw three VC fall.
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Smoking Out 'Charlie'
Pfc. Richard A. Gosnell, Stockton, Calif., prepares to throw a grenade into a VC tunnel during Opera-
tion Benton. Pfc. Clarence H. Ward, Baltimore, waits for any enemy to come out. Both are members
of the 2nd Bn. (Abn), 327th Inf. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Mike Mangiameli)

Wounded Paratrooper Displays
Courage in Operation Benton

CHU LAI — A critically
wounded 101st Airborne para-
trooper lay hidden for 12 hours,
refusing to ask for help because
his buddies were fighting off an
NVA attack during Operation
Benton near here.

An e s t i m a t e d 60 enemy
launched a mortar, automatic
weapon and grenade a t t a c k
against the Hawks—a reconnais-
sance element of 2nd Bn. (Abn),
327th Inf.

The wounded soldier had one
leg blown off below the knee.
His arms were bloody from
numerous shrapnel wounds. A

fragment tore out an eye and
ripped open the side of his head.
Yet, he never lost conscious-
ness.

"He was hit in the first
minutes of the attack," said
Pfc. William R u t h e r f o r d ,
Hillsboro, Ore. "The m e d i c
couldn't get to him because of
the enemy fire. We bandaged
him best w.; could. Only the
medic had the morphine."

Pfc. George Fallon crawled
to the wounded paratrooper and
put a tourniquet on the shredded
leg. "I asked him if he wanted
more bandages on his head. All
he said was: Don't worry about
my eye, buddy. I'll get a new
one in the states."

Fallon could tell by the man's
voice he was in pain. "He
didn't want anybody worrying
about him," said Fallon.

Throughout the battle, other
paratroopers crawled to check
on their wounded friend.

"I tried to stay near him
despite his protests," said Staff
Sgt. Pete Kennedy, Clarksville,
Tenn. "He kept telling me to
fight 'Charlie' and not worry
about him."

Spec. 4 Leonard Pinaud, Long
Island, N.Y., told how the
w o u n d e d paratrooper once
turned over and threw grenades
at the NVA when they tried to
storm the Hawk position. "He
laid there all night," said
Pinaud. "Sometimes he'd even
fire a few rounds to let us

know he was okay. All night he
kept telling us not to worry
about him. I don't know how he
stood it."

With dawn the enemy broke
contact. A "Dust-Off" evacuat-
ed the wounded Hawk.

"He was a quiet, soft-spoken
kid," recalled Staff Sgt. Waiter
D. Stock, Cornwallis Heights,
Pa. "He never said much, but
he was tough."

"He survived the night on
sheer courage," said Spec. 4
Jay W. Molyneaux, Kingston,
N.Y., the medic who couldn't
reach him.

Weapon
Reacts
In Pinch

DUC PHO — Machines don't
have personalities—or do they?

Take the case of a new M-60
machine gun in A Co., 2nd Bn.
(Abn), 327th Inf.:

It was brand new, fresh from
the states. Spec. 4 James S.
Messick, Lewes, Del., received
it, checked it over, and took
it out to test fire.

Bang! One round. Messick
held the trigger down. Nothing
happened. He released the trig-
ger and pulled it again. Bang!
One round.

"I was d i s g u s t e d , " said
Messick. "I've fired lots of M-
60's, but this dang gun would
only fire one round at a time.
I tried to swap it off."

Messick's squad leader, Sgt.
Lee Nischik, Sheboygan, Wi.s.,
an o l d e r , more experienced
trooper, had second thoughts
about giving up the new gun,
so he decided to keep it out
of combat—and wait for a
replacement.

The next day when the 101st
Airborne began a new combat
operation, Nischik reluctantly
brought the gun along, hoping
he wouldn't need it, but—just
in case—he would have it.

Anyway, when the assault
began, A Co. tangled with a
VC force holed up in a village
and more firepower was needed
to rout them. The squad leader
called for the new gun and
handed it to Messick.

"I was sure it w ou 1 d n't
work," Messick recalled. He
gave it a pat and said, "Baby,
if you ever knew what you were
for, you'd better know it now."

With that, he pulled the
trigger.

She fired—and kept firing.
Matter of fact, she didn't stop
until Messick r e l e a s e d the
trigger and counted seven dead
VC scattered on the battlefield.

I
Airborne's Gunga Din

Spec. 4 Roger D. Wilfong, Cumberland, Md., is a cluster of canteens
as he completes a water resupply mission with the 2nd Bn. (Abn),
«* •-* (Photo by Staff Sgt. Mike Mangtameli)327 Inf.

Troopers High
On Extension

CHU LAI—There is a special
kind of esprit in A Troop, 2nd
Sqdn. (Abn), 17th Cav. as
evidenced by their high number
of voluntary extensions of Viet-
nam service.

Recently troop commander,
Capt. James R. Harding, Chica-
go, was commended by the
brigade commander for the
troop's high extension record
during the period May through
August, when 36 of 99 eligible
personnel extended.

Personnel desiring to extend
their Vietnam service tours
should contact their unit per-
sonnel officer.

Pin Cushion
Pfc. Hciyle J. Braswcll, Jonesboro, Ark., festoons his hat with pins
from hand grenades thrown in operations with the Hawk Plat, of the
2nd Bn. (Abn), 327th Inf. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Mike Mangiameli)
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1st BRIGADE (SEPARATE) ITEMS FOR SALE
ORDER FORM

PLEASE CIRCLE SIZE NEEDED OR NUMBER OF BACK ISSUE
QUANTITY ITEM

1 st BDE(S) logo cap $8.00 + $3.50 postage ($ 11.50)

101st ABN DIV Screaming Eagle logo cap $8.00 + $3.50 ($11.50)

IstBDE(S) 101st Airborne Division Logo Cap $8.00+ $3.50 ($11.50)

101st ABN DIV logo T-shirt S, M, L, XL $12.00 + $3.50 ($15.50)
101st ABN DIV logo T-shirt XXL & XXXL $14.00 + $3.50 ($17.50)

101st ABN DIV logo Golf shirt S, M, L, XL $20.00 + $3.50 ($23.50)
101st ABN DIV logo Golf shirt XXL & XXXL $22.00 + $3.50 ($25.50)

1st BDE(S) logo T-shirt S, M, L, XL $12.00 + $3.50 ($15.50)
1st BDE(S) logo T-shirt XXL & XXXL $14.00 + $3.50 ($17.50)

1 st BDE(S) logo Golf shirt S, M, L, XL $20.00 + $3.50 ($23.50)
1 st BDE(S) logo Golf shirt XXL & XXXL $22.00 + $3.50 ($25.50)

1st BDE(S) 101st Airborne Div. Logo T-shirt S, M, L, XL $12.00 + $3.50 ($15.50)
1st BDE(S) 101st Airborne Div. Logo T-shirt XXL & XXXL $14.00 + $3.50 ($17.50)

1st BDE(S) 101st Airborne Div. Logo Golf Shirt S, M, L, XL $20.00 + $3.50 ($23.50)
1 st BDE(S) 101 st Airborne Div. Logo Golf Shirt XXL & XXXL $22.00 + $3.50 ($25.50)

VIETNAM ODYSSEY, $15.00 postpaid

BACK ISSUES of The Diplomat & Warrior
1, 2, 3, 4 ($7.50 each postpaid)

BACK ISSUES of First Screaming Eagles
in Viet Nam 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,10,11,12,13,14 ($7.50 each postpaid)

Reprint of the December 1967 Screaming Eagle Magazine ($7.50 each postpaid)

Thoughts Memories and Tears poems by Peter S. Griffin ($20.00 each postpaid)

Plastic Auto Tag ($5.00 each postpaid)

Label quality sticker 4 inch diameter full color logo (4 labels $2.50 postpaid)

SHIP TO:

Name

Address

City

TOTAL

COST

State / Zip

20

Send check or money order made payable to:
The First Screaming Eagles

P.O. Box 675 • Sweetwater, TN 37874-0675
No credit cards, e-mail or phone orders can be accepted.

Please allow four to six weeks for delivery
No returns accepted. Most orders shipped by

U.S. Postal Service Priority Mail.
ALL ORDERS OUTSIDE U.S. ADD $6.00 PER ITEM.
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KILLED IN ACTION AND NON-BATTLE DEATHS BY DATE
DOD

12/18/67
12/19/67
12/19/67
12/19/67
12/19/67
12/19/67
12/19/67
12/19/67
12/21/67
12/21/67
12/21/67
12/24/67

12/27/67
12/27/67
12/27/67
12/27/67
12/27/67
12/29/67
12/29/67
12/29/67
12/29/67
12/30/67
1/2/68
1/2/68
1/2/68
1/2/68
1/2/68
1/2/68
1/4/68
1/4/68
1/4/68
1/4/68
1/4/68
1/4/68
1/4/68
1/4/68
1/4/68
1/4/68
1/5/68
1/5/68
1/5/68
1/11/68
1/13/68
1/16/68
1/16/68
1/16/68
1/16/68
1/16/68
1/17/68
1/17/68
1/18/68
1/18/68
1/18/68
1/19/68
1/19/68
1/19/68
1/19/68
1/19/68

Grad
e

PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
SSG
SSG
1LT
PFC
SGT
SGT

1LT
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
2LT
PFC
PSG
SGT
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
SGT
SP4
SP4
2LT
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
SGT
SGT
SP4
SP4
SP4
PFC
PVT
SP5
SP4
PFC
PFC
SP4
SP4
SP4
SSG
PFC
SP4
PFC
PFC
SP4
1SG
2LT
FSG
PFC
PFC

Last Name

Hubbard
Campbell
Carpenter
Mi ley
Radu
Woolfolk
Brown
Everette
Myers
Feagan
Smith
Chulchatshi
now
Reynolds
Binko
Boggs
Cason
Minnitee
Cappaert
Graham
Johnson
Henderson
Lockett
Kletlinger
Skaggs
Williams
Johnson
Blair
Marquez
Wisham
Hardison
Kelman
McCray
Sweet
Long
Simon
Gabriel
Roy
Vinscotski
Smoot
Carlock
Briggs
Head
Dennis
Pierce
Hicks
Maguire
Wrisberg
Stanton
Semenik
Burrell
Geddes
Johnson
Solan
Jones
Wolfe
Jones
Castellanos
Coffin

First Name

Thomas
Edgar
Charles
Eugene
Steven
Jimmy
Walter
Leroy
David
Michael
Donald
Walerija

Ossie
George
David
William
Johnson
Jon
Robert
Joe
Frank
William
Hans
Floyd
Robert
Furman
Alan
Ronald
George
Oscar
Wayne
Thomas
Eugene
Richard
David
Meredith
James
Robert
Robert
John
Larry
Marvin
Willie
Homer
Eugene
Kevin
John
Harold
Larry
Robert
Kerry
Theodore
Steven
Roosevelt
Patrick
Roosevelt
Juan
Donald

Middle
Name

A

N
L
O

R
J
L

L
A

M
0
L
H
N

P
L
L
L
O
M

H

F
L
L
A
W
V
G
R
I

R
E
S
J
H
E
S
L
R
F

R

C
A

Generat

Jr

Jr

Jr

Jr

Home
State

NV
NY
AR
MT
NM
PR
PR
PA
ND
SD
UT
ND

LA
KS
PR
HI
DE
DE
IL
MD
AR
LA
NV
NM
CT
NH
NV
CA
AR
NH
ME
NH
MO
MT
KY
AR
AR
NV
AR
AR
AR
AL
NM
NM
AR
NV
HI
GA
WV
NV
NV
KY
MT
PA
LA
ND
NV
NV

DOB

/ 149
1 148
I MO
/ /46
/ 147
1 MB
/ /44
/ 142
1 141
/ 148
1 /43
/ 147

1 /41
/ /46
/ MB
/ M6
/ /44
/ 147
1 149
1 IZ7
1 MO
/ M9
/ M7
/ MB
/ M6
/ M2
/ M8
/ /46
/ /44
/ M8
/ M6
/ /38
/ M9
/ /44
/ M9
/ M7
/ M7
/ M7
/ M8
/ M8
/ M3
/ /46
/ M7
/ M9
/ 148
I M8
/ M7
/ M1
/ MB
/ M6
/ M7
/ MB
/ MB

08/19/28
/ M5
/ /28
/ M6
/ M9

Casualty
Category

BD
BD
NBD
NBD
NBD
NBD
NBD
NBD
BD
BD
BD
BD

BD
BD
BD
BD
BD
NBD
NBD
NBD
NBD
NBD
BD
BD
BD
BD
BD
BD
BD
NBD
BD
BD
BD
BD
BD
BD
BD
BD
NBD
NBD
NBD
BD
NBD
BD
BD
BD
BD
BD
BD
NBD
BD
BD
BO
BD
BD
BD
BD
BD

SSN

11816668
15925147
18914792
12732430
11673832
15957769
54342827
14759280
5238154
12883990
16720246
10817854

5331508
11566851
18766197
56542586
12782985
5339730
11738495
14619231
18839032
16937062
12738193
15754387
14951654
53338453
12753572
55875125
112780
14909575
16977379
14689195
16961033
12751905
16948136
19878527
18909436
11809817
18912106
18841401
19737537
1 6926748
1 5753690
15764166
18839174
11814855
54926031
17541321
16934254
11970373
11813985
11620499
12751790
263306497
534671 0
13162231
1 1 820293
11972114

Status

KOR
KOR
DOI
DOI
DOI
KOR
KOR
DOI
KOR
KOR
KOR
KOR

KOR
KOR
KOR
KOR
DOW
DOI
DOI
DOI
DOI
DOI
KOR
KOR
KOR
KOR
KOR
KOR
KOR
DOI
KOR
KOR
KOR
KOR
KOR
KOR
KOR
DOW
DOI
KOR
DOI
KOR
KOR
KOR
KOR
KOR
Died-MIA
Died-MIA
KOR
DWM
KOR
KOR
Died-MIA
KOR
KOR
KOR
KOR
KOR

Cause of
Death

Unk
Unk
AC CNAS
AC CNAS
AC CNAS
AC CNAS
AC CNAS
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk

Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk
Unk

Compliment
Cause

Other Wpns
SA Fire
Other Wpns
Other Wpns
Other Wpns
Other Wpns
Fire/Burns
Other Wpns
Other Wpns
Other Wpns
Mines
Mines

SA Fire
SA Fire
SA Fire
SA Fire
SAFire
Arty/Mort
Arty/Mort
Arty/Mort
Arty/Mort
Arty/Mort
SA Fire
SA Fire
SA Fire
SA Fire
SA Fire
SA Fire
Other Wpns
Fire/Burns
SA Fire
SA Fire
Other Wpns
Other Wpns
Other Wpns
SA Fire
SA Fire
SA Fire
Other Causes
Grenade
Grenade
Other Causes
SA Fire
SA Fire
SA Fire
SA Fire
Other Wpns
Other Wpns
SA Fire
Drowning
Arty/Mort
Other Wpns
Other Wpns
OED
SA Fire
Unk
Unk
Other Causes

Province

Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa
Hau Mghia
Hau Mghia
Hau Mghia
Phu Bon
Phu Bon
Hau Mghia
Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa

Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa
Tuyen Due
Hau Mghia
Hau Mghia
Hau Mghia
Hau Mghia
Hau Mghia
Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa
Hau Mghia
Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa
Tuyen Due
Go Cong
Phu Bon
Hau Mghia
Khanh Hoa
Phu Bon
Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa
Quang Due
Quang Due
Khanh Hoa
Bac Lieu
Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa
Quang Due
Binh Duong
Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa
Khanh Hoa

Compo-
nent

RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA

RA
RA
RA
USAR
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
USAR
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
USAR
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA

DMOS

11B1P
11B1P
11C1P
11B1P
11B1P
36K2P
11B40
11B4P
71542
11B1P
11B4P
11B4P

71542
11B1P
11B1P
11B1P
11C1P
71542
11C2P
11C4P
11B4P
36K2P
52B2P
91A1P
11B2P
11B4P
12B2P
11B2P
71542
11B1P
11B2P
11B1P
11B1P
11B4P
11B4P
91B2P
11C2P
11B2P
11B1P
11B1P
91B2P
13B2P
67A1P
11B1P
11B2P
11B2P
11B20
11F4P
11B2P
11B2P
11B1P
11B1P
31B2P
11G5P
71542
11G5P
11C1P
11B1P



HEADQUARTERS
1ST BRIGADE 101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION

APO San Francisco 96347

WELLS, JERRY D
SCOTT, IRA D
SPAN, ALFRED L

RA18960019 E-3
RA23283432 E-3
RA 11673846 E-3

SPECIAL ORDERS
NUMBER 276 3 October 1967

EXTRACT

2. TC 322. UP AR 672-5-1 Fol indiv awd BADGE as indie.

FNI Co B 2d Bn (Abn) 502d Inf
HARTNESS, JAMES R
HATFIELD, SAM
HENSCHEL, ARTHUR
HEYWARD, FRANKLIN
HICKS, JAMES
HOLLAWAY, THOMAS
HOWARD, JOHN R
IRWIN, HAROLD
JACKSON, WILLIAM L
SHELLEY, JOHN
JENNINGS, OSCAR
JONAS, WILLIAM L
JOHNSTON, LARRY
KILORE, STEWART
LARCH, MICHAEL
LESLIE, CEDRIC
LEWN, STEVEN
MADRID, GILBERTO
MARSHALL, JOE
McREE, LEWIS A
McCENEY, WILLIAM
PEN KALA, PAUL
PETERS, CHARLIE M
PEAVY, EDDIE
PEOPLES, LEON
REINHARDT, WALTER
REEVES, MARK
ROSENBLOOM, BARRY
RUNNING HORSE, VERDELL
SALTIS, MICHAEL
SAVALA, ALBERT A
SEIDEL, DAVID
STRAWSKY. JACK
THOMERSON, TOMMY
WARD, MORRIS
WEBB, SERLING
WILLIAMS, DAVID
WUNDER, RAYMOND
WOODS, JAMES
YANEZ, EDWARD
McKENZIE, JAMES
WHITS, CLARENCE L
WAHLBERG, LYLE
HANSOCK, RONALD
VONES, RONALD
THOMAS, JAMES
*MATTEWS, DONALD G
DAUGHERTY, ROBERT L
FLORES, PAUL JR
BRABIANOWSKI, SLAWONI
HAWKINS, ARTHUR L
KERN, JOHN M
**REEVES, MARK J
**ROSENBLOOM, BARRY L
**SALTIS, MICHAEL E

LN BADGE (First Award)

ASN
RA1 1972239
RA1 2659339
RA 18 843 147
RA69037289
RA1 8943970
RA 11 673 129
RA1 1930146
RA1 181 1352
RA 16922408
RA13889150
RA 14898601
RA1 3782234
RA 14898601
RA 12902831
RA15872454
RA 12770944
RA14811332
RA1 1682461
RA14811332
RA15957918
US5 1667 107
RA 16874677
US52675834
RA 16925988
RA1 6874649
US65002106
RA18802187
RA1 1520249
RA 16988440
RA18845492
RA 18904676
US54964128
US19738121
RA14967028
RA1 2 193287
RA 16956285
RA 13992774
RA12745307
RA19885484
RA 15762454
RA 18907258
RA16853791
RA1 1871045
RA19858449
RA 13872084
RA19888661
RA14283537
RA 11 739476
RA54379893
RA 18905909
RA 18774982
RA1 9875202
RA18802187
RA1 1620249
RA 18845592

GRADE MOS
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-2
E-2
E-2
E-2
E-2
E-2
E-6
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3
E-3

1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B4P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
1B1P
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COMBAT INFANTRYMAN BADGE (Second Award)

BRANDON, RAGNAR N
BOWMAN, WILL

FOR THE COMMANDER:

OFFICIAL:

RA 19251201 E-7
RA38186400 E-7

E.M. STRONG
MAJ, AGC
Adjutant General

1 1 B 1 P
I 1 B I P
11B1P

11B4P
11B4P

/s/ DAVID A KORPONAI
CPT, AGC
Assistant AG

*Correct spelling Matthews (other names typed as shown on original)
** Listed twice, two have different ASNs

Cape David L. Pillion, S-l; 1st I.r Timnrhy W. Suain, S-2; Mai David H. Hackwurth, S-5;
Maj Herbert J. Dexter, S-4.

1st Brigade Staff'photo taken from the 1965 101st Yearbook

FROM THE INTERNET

Dog Tags Found In Vietnam

On a recent "Today Show" there was a story about two men
who went to Hanoi on a business trip. The men encountered a
guy selling old GI dog tags from U.S. servicemen who were
killed during the Viet Nam War. They were disgusted by the
thought of this man profiting from the sale of these tags.

Upon returning to the U.S., they decided to go back to Viet
Nam and purchase ALL the dog tags. They did so, paying 19
cents per tag! They brought home several hundred tags.

The men have set up a web site, http://www.founddogtags.com/
listing the names of all those whose tags they purchased.

If you lost your dog tags in Viet Nam or have friends, family,
or know of someone who lost a loved one in Viet Nam, check
out this web site. If you recognize a name, there's an e-mail
address to contact these two men and to help in their efforts to
return the dog tag to its rightful survivor or owner.

Editor's note: I checked the web site and did not find my
name.
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THANKSGIVING 1966
DEWEY E. SMITH, LIMA, OH
dksmith@wcoil.com
Subject: Thanksgiving

Ivan: Got to thinking about Thanksgiving coming up in a cou-
ple of months and remembered that I had two pictures of my
first Thanksgiving (1966) in Vietnam.

It was in the boonies just outside Tuy Hoa and man did we
have it made. Our company, B 1/327, established a temporary
semi-permanent perimeter on a hilltop that was covered in
shoulder high grass and a few small trees here and there. We
set up our poncho hooches, had our sleeping/fighting holes dug
and even had a slit trench with a backside rest made of tree
limbs tied together with strings from our ponchos. All the
comforts of home and more to come.

a••

PSG David Kalu

So, other than Bill's stitches the day was a good one. Plenty of
good food, a few laughs and in the company of the best men in
the United States Army.

Dewey Smith
Weapons Platoon

Left to right Stephens, Yundt, Smith, Belonzie

The first hot chow we had in ages was flown out to us by Huey.
We had turkey with drumsticks that seemed as big as your fore-
arm, mashed potatoes, sweet potatoes, cranberry sauce and all the
trimmings you could want and more. Believe it or not but we
even had paper plates and plastic forks. No spoon for this boy.

It is a good thing Charlie didn't decide to mess with us after that
meal because we wouldn't have been able to do anything except ,
lay on the ground and hold our stomachs. I've had some good
Thanksgiving meals in my life but that had to be one of the best.

The first downside to that day was we had to send out a patrol
to recover equipment from a downed aircraft. When the patrol
returned to our home away from home all the guys that didn't
go had a real belly laugh because the members of the patrol
were covered with leeches. If you ever see our PSG, David
Kalu, ask him where all his leeches congregated and how much
fun he had getting them off with a lit cigarette. The second was
that Bill Travers cut the inside of his right hand with a machete
and had to have it sewn up by our medic, Ben Chambers.
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Your Airborne FAC Has Been the
Count Wilson Der Blitzkrieg Von Fhan Rang!

Willie Wilson
Captain United States Air Force
Jet Fighter Pilot(Extraordinary)

Parachutist

CAPT. WILLIE WILSON who served with the 1st Bde as its Forward Air
Controller is now on his way to Madrid, Spain, with 307th Tac Ftr Sqdr

The Screaming Eagle Page 33 Sept. - Oct. 1966
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327 WEB SITE
If you have not checked out the 327th WEB SITE here is the
address: http://www.screamingeagles-327thvietnam.com/

Following is an example of the material
you will find when you log on.

David J. Markham, C 1/327 66-67
david327@adelphia.net
Born in Erie, PA. 10/10/47

I entered the service on the buddy plan with a
friend, Terry Sexton, from high school in early
1966. We were only together for basic training then were split
up. I went to A.I.T. at Fort Gordon, GA., then Jump School at
Fort Benning, GA.

Met my wife Cathy Brochey, married her on 10/22/71 and
renewed our vows of marriage 3/18/01.

We have two great sons, Jeremy James, and Jeffrey David.
They both work at International Paper Company with me, and ly
Cathy works for General Electric.

Jeremy has a son Tyler eight years old, who has been taking
Karate so he can protect Poppa in his old age. Jeffrey and his
wife Missy have a daughter, Elizabeth. Elizabeth was sent to
keep me straight, a regular five year old 1st SGT.

I would like to say that one highlight of my life has been meet- jj
ing David S. Cook, Ken & Angie Ihle, John Nowlin, Russ &
Faye McDonald, Dale & Ali Hansen and the rest of the Troopers
I have met in the past four years has truly been a blessing.

Like most, I met David S. Cook through the Static Line Column
that he writes for all of us 327th guys, and he pointed me to,
Ken & Angie who are the gracious hosts for the Cobra reunion
every year. How they do it is beyond me. John Nowlin was the
first person I met at the reunion, when I got out of my car won-
dering what I had got myself into, he came up and gave me big
hug, a handshake and welcomed me home, for me that was a
first after 30 some years. Then of course we met Top & Mrs.
Top (Faye), I tried to steer clear of First Sgt., faintly remem-
bering this is what we are suppose to do, but the inevitable hap-
pen, and I am honored to know these two fine people, and my
only regret is I didn't know them years ago. I would probably
still do some push ups if Top told me to, now that's respect!

It is also my honor to be one of the Web Masters along with Dale
Hansen, Jim Simchera, and Marion (Mouse) Hammond for your
Screaming Eagles Web Site. I can only hope we can make ^^^
all of you proud. Of course it would help if you send stuff. ¥T

I'FC MICHAEL I. MliKPHV

We had a nice letter of inquiry from MR. AND MRS. THOMAS J.
MURPHY, 4284 49th Ave. S-, St. Petersburg, Fla., inquiring for accounts
of Operation Hawthorne. Their son, Mike, was killed in action as a mem-

ber of the 3d Platoon, Co C, 2/502
Abn Inf, under Capt. Carpenter.
The family had received letters
from Capt. Carpenter, from Pfc
Larry Mylin, Co A, and Lt. Col.
Emerson, for which they were
deeply appreciative. Mike had
joined the Association and so they
received the Screaming Eagle with
Warren Bosworth's story in it.
Larry's letter told of Mike's death
in an attempt to recover the dead
and wounded near the close of the
action. Mike was his friend and
he felt the loss that combat men
feel for their own. He closed with "Mike died in the defense of our great
country. A country he, himself, chose to serve. He served it well. Mav
God bless you and comfort you during this period of grief. And may He
let Mike's soul rest in peace." AMEN!

^^The Screaming Eagle Page 31 Sept. - Oct. 1966

MR. PAUL VAN ESS, 7925 Hazel Ave., Orangevale, Calif., sent us a letter
of thanks for helping him find the parents of PFC Robert O. Davis, HHC,
2/502, KIA in Vietnam, for whom he subscribed The Screaming Eagle.
Mr. and Mrs. Davis live at 1215 Chestnut St., Colorado City, Texas, and
they would like to receive word from those who knew their son. Mr. Van
Ess's son, John, is still in Vietnam, suffers from malaria, but carrying on.
John's letters are most interesting—"like a John Wayne movie but people
get hurt—that makes it sad, very sad," and "Charlie is hurting"—and "I
am glad we have superior medical facilities" . . thoughts from a new
generation of Screaming Eagles of whom all Americans can be proud. We
thank Mr. Van Ess for his interest and pray for the safe return of John.

The Screaming Eagle Page 24-25 March. - April 1967 ^^

AIRBORNE DAY
Subject: President's Proclamation for National Airborne Day, Aug 16
Date: Fri, 10 Aug 2001 15:23:42 EOT

Sixty-one years ago, 48 brave volunteer members of the U.S.
Army Parachute Test Platoon pioneered a new method of war-
fare. Their successful jump led to the creation of a mighty
force of more than 100,000 paratroopers. Members of this
force were assigned to the legendary 11th, 13th, 17th, 82d and
101st Airborne Divisions and numerous other units that fought
in every theater during World War II. The soldiers of the
Parachute Test Platoon also forged a unique warrior spirit, a
relentless passion for victory, and a reputation that still strikes
fear in potential adversaries. Beginning with the first combat
jump by the men of the 2d Battalion, 503d Parachute Infantry
Regiment, over North Africa in November 1942, airborne and
special operations soldiers have made a total of 93 combat
jumps. Since World War II, paratroopers have continually dis-
tinguished themselves in battle, earning 69 Congressional
Medals of Honor and hundreds of other awards for valor.
Today, as we celebrate the anniversary of the first official
Army parachute jump, I join all Americans in recognizing
these heroes. We salute our Nation's sky troopers, both past
and present, for their great service and personal sacrifice in the
defense of freedom and liberty around the world.

Best wishes to all for a memorable observance.

/S/ GEORGE W. BUSH n
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New Subscribers
June 11,2001 through

September?, 2001

Vanessa Baudistel
FAMILY - 4/02
P.O.Box 1225, Roma 4455
Queensland, Australia

Gerald L. Bitting
2/502 HHC 2/66-11/68 - 4/02
1330 E. 33rd Ct.
DesMoines, IA 50317

James P. Brinker
2/502 E 12/69-11/70-4/02
10 Luther Lane
Dudley, MA 01571

Sfc(R) John Burke, Jr.
2/327 C 12/65-12/66-4/02
11305 N. 51st St. Apt. G2
Tampa, FL 33617-2733

Keith Christenson, 6214592
2/502 B 2/68-11/68-4/02

2605 State St.
Salem, OR 97310-0505

Debbie S. Earls
FAMILY - (1LT Larry D. Earls
KIA 01/02/67) -4/02
9008 E. Ironbark Street
Tucson, AZ 85747

SFC(R) Floyd W. Flynt
501 SIG HHC 5/67-4/68 - 4/02
P. O. Box 603
Farmington, AR 72730-0603

Kurt D. Gehring, 3705191
2/320 Arty Bty A 67-68 - 4/02
2605 State St.
Salem, OR 97310-0505

John J. Gillick
SPT BN QM 12/65-12/66 - 4/02
1020 S.E. 5th St.
Faribault, MN 55021-6431

Robert L. Johnson
2/502 A 12/67-11/68 - 4/02
36927 Marshall Hutts Rd.
Rio Hondo, TX 78583

George Kuerner
FAMILY(Edward J. Cox KIA) - 4/02
ISlOPeachtreeRun
Magnolia, DE 19962

Donald R. Laviolette
2/502 B & C 2/67-2/68 - 4/02
8583 Arabia Road
Lumber Bridge, NC 28357

Jay Moore
2/320 FA C 3/67-2/68 - 1/02

P.O. Box 500
Penryn, CA 95663-0500

Harrison Shannon, Jr.
1/327 C 7/65-7/66 - 4/02
201 GreengateLn.
Charlotte, NC 28211

Jeffery L. Soff
2/502 B 11/69-11/70-4/02

1901 Sherwood Drive
Tallahassee, FL 32303-4433

Kenneth B. Taylor
2/327 C 6/66-6/67 - 4/02
1611 Antelope Trail
Barker Heights, TX 76548

Tom Willard
1/327 HHC T.F. Medic
7/65-11/65-4/02
2519 Hoover Ave.
Bismarck, ND 58501

Charles Wilson
unit & dates ? - 4/02
P. O. Box 29088
Shreveport, LA 71107

$ = contribution above
subscription price

Subscription Renewals
June 11, 2001 through Sept. 7, 2001

Michael Ainsworth
1/327 A 9/66-5/67 - 4/02
210 Essex Way
Benicia, CA 94510-1512

James B. Auld, Jr.
unit & dates ? - 4/02
28 East Academy Drive
Whippany, NJ 07981

COL(R) Richard R. Babbitt
2/327 B 7/67-7/68 - 4/02
4 Bridge St.
Carthage, NY 13619-1310

Albert J. Baffone, Jr.
2/502 HHC 66-68 - 4/02
P.O. Box 90610
Anchorage, AK 99509-0610

Beldon Baker, Jr.
2/17 CAV A 7/65-4/66 - 4/02
3804 Nassau Circle
Hopkinsville, KY 42240-5342

Dean J. Beaupre
2/502 A 1/67-1/68- 7/02
3610FancherRd.
Holley, NY 14470

Anthony Bellantoni
2/327 A 64-65 - 4/02
47 Prescott Ave.
White Plains, NY 10605-3105

COL(R) James R. Bennett
SPT BN D 7/65-7/66 - 7/02
6214 Welles Brook
San Antonio, TX 78240-2105

Arthur R. Besser
2/502 B 3/67-10/67 - 7/02
P.O. Box 624
Wallis. TX 77485-0624

John "Doc" Blair
1/327 C 2/67-2/68 - 7/02
1711 WinforeCt.
Midlothain, VA 23113

Family of Edward F. Bukowinski
1/327 A 9/66-8/67 - 4/02
240 N. Elm St.
Frankfort, IL 60423-1220

SFC(R) Marion D. Calvert
2/327 A 12/65-12/66-4/02
219 CO Rd 580
Hanceville, AL 35077

Andrew S. Carlegis, Jr.
1/327 B 5/67-5/68 - 4/02
1950 E.Arlington Ave.
Fort Worth, TX 76104-6397

Benjamin R. Chambers
1/327 B 4/66-4/67 - 4/02
5123 E. Norway Dr.
Indianapolis, IN 46219-5635

Daniel K. Cheney
326 MED D 6/66-6/67 - 4/02
2195 N. Shore Rd.
Bellingham, WA 98226

SSG(R) Fred Collins
326 ENGR A 5/67-5/68 - 4/02
403 N. 15th St.
Gadsden, AL 35903

Lyndol L. Cook
2/327 A 8/67-7/68 - 4/02
P.O. Box 8904
Rancho Sante Fe, CA 92067-8904

Rowland Cordero
1/327 C 12/66-10/67 - 7/02
1634 S. 3rd St.
Mount Vernon, WA 98273-4910

Robert J. (Bob) Corey
2/502 HHC 10/65-11/66 - 7/02
7433 Bent Oak Dr.
Port Richey, FL 34668-6905

Howard H. Danford
2/502 5/67-5/68 - 4/02
11726 Winterway Lane
Fairfax Station, VA 22039-2133

Thomas M. Deputy
326 ENGR A 7/66-7/67 - 4/02
15796 Lazy Day Lane
Dumfries, VA 22026-1823

Michael W. Devost $
SPT A 1/67-1/68-4/02
35 Dodds Court
Burlington, VT 05401

LTC(R) John J. Dorsey
2/327 A 6/66-5/67 - 4/02
6407 W. Kitsap Dr.
Spokane, WA 99208

Dennis M. Fague
1/327 HHC T.F. 8/66-3/68 - 4/02
14730 SE 63rd
Bellevue, WA 98006

John P. Figueroa
1/327 HHC 10/65-3/66 - 4/02
8447 San Clemente Way
Buena Park, CA 90620-2807

Ronald H. Gardner
326 ENGR A 12/65-12/66 - 4/02
1123FairlaneDrive
Aliquippa, PA 15001-1735

Barry F. Gayer
1/327 HHC S-3 5/66-6/67 - 7/03
8810 Balcones Club Drive
Austin, TX 78750-3006

Ron Gillette
2/502 B 1/67-5/67 - 4/02
537 Andrea Circle
Livermore, CA 94550-7209

Jim Gould
2/502 HHC Recon 4/66-3/67 - 4/02
POBox 1870
Hobe Sound, FL 33475-1870

Patrick Graves
1/327 B 65 (4/02)
200 Clinton Ave. W, Ste 900
Huntsville, AL 35801

COL(R) David H. Hackworth
1/327 HQ 63-66 - 4/02
P.O. Box 5210
Greenwich, CT 06831 -5210

Dale Hansen
2/327 D 8/68-8/69 - 4/02
133 Colonial Dr.
Mabank, TX 75147-7261

Dan B. Hart
501 SIG B 7/66-8/68 - 7/02
7499 Arbor Ridge Dr.
Newburgh, IN 47630-8305

Larry L. Hart
1/327 B 7/67-4/68 - 4/02
6368 Pinewood
Frankenmuth, MI 48734-9531

Michael L. Hartness
1/327 B 4/66-4/67 - 4/02
3020 Harbinger Ct.
Charlotte, NC 28205-3849

Elton M. Heath
2/327 B 67-69 - 7/02
7187 Aspen Road
Princeton, MN 55371-6058
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Robert P. Hutchinson
17327 A 5/67-12/67-4/02
33-37 171 Street
Flushing, NY 11358

Harry Ikner
Bde HQ dates ? - 4/02
129 Sycamore Court
Columbus, GA 31906

Sammie D. "Sam" Ipock
2/327 HQ 63-66 - 4/02
1201 Green Pace Road
Zebulon, NC 27597

CPT Ted T. Jagosz, Infantry
unit & dates ? - 4/02
936 2nd Street
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254

C. T. (Guy) Jamieson, Jr.
326 ENGR A 5/66-6/67 - 4/02
2509 E. 14th Ave.
Hutchinson, KS 67501-2121

Joseph L. Jerviss, Sr.
3/506 B 10/67-10/68-7/02
3128 Crescent Ave., #82
Marina, CA 93933-3156

BG(R) Julius F. Johnson
1/327 A 6/67-6/68 - 4/02
1603 Varnum St. NW
Washington, DC 20011

Mrs. Gail Jones
Family - Griffin - 4/02
248 East Seventh Street
Oswego, NY 13126-3227

Ward L. Jones. M.D.
2/502 HHC 10/66-10/67 - 4/04
3095 Chancery Place
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362-5351

COL Edward P. Kane, U.S.A.(Ret)
326 ENGR A 4/67-4/68 - 4/02
1501 Morgan Lane
Wayne, PA 19087-1112

Gordon Kennedy
3rd BDE HHC FC 2/63-7/65 - 4/02
905 Normandy Drive
Clinton, MS 39056-3626

Richard J. Keogh $
1st LOG Lsn 11/65-8/66 - 4/02
431 Nahua St., Apt 203
Honolulu, HI 96815-2915

Donald Korman
1/327 65-66 - 4/02
14333 Thompson Blvd.
Cleveland, OH 44142

Ed Kurth
1/327 B 11/66-2/68-4/02
12 Lakeshore Drive
Glassboro, NJ 08028-2718

William V. Larsen
2/327 B 3/64-7/66 - 4/02
442 Otisco Drive
Westfield, NJ 07090-2716

Rayt'ord W. Latham
2/327 C E1T 10/64-5/66 - 4/02
1627 Delwood Circle
Scottsboro, AL 35769-4040

Gerard P. LaVecchia
HHC LRRP 2/66-3/67&
8/67-3/68 - 4/02
3722 N. Wintergreen Way
Avondale, AZ 85323-3630

Charles Lea
326 MED D 2/67-8/67 - 4/03
Box 485
1124 Franklin
Lexington, MO 64067

James E. Leggette
2/327 B 7/66-7/67 - 4/02
206 W. 157th Street
P.O. Box 1481
Harvey, IL 60426-1481

Henry T. Locklear
2/327 C 7/65-7/66 - 4/02
1823 Snake Rd.
Lumberton, NC 28358-0210

COL(R) Henrik O. (Hank) Lunde
2/502 A 11/64-6/66-4/02
68 W. King St.
Shippensberg, PA 17257-1212

Alton E. Mabb, Jr.
2/502 Recon 70-71 -4/02
P.O. Box 15141
Jacksonville, FL 32239

Francine Mahak
Family(BG Timothy) - 4/02
1326 Harrison Avenue
Salt Lake City, UT 84105

Joe Mastriani
2/320 FA C 1/65-6/66 - 4/02
56 Smoke Hill Ridge
Marshfield, MA 02050-2576

Donald G. Matthews $
2/502 B 2/67-5/67 - 4/02
3812 Puddledock Rd., Lot 114
Prince George Cnty, VA 23875

Harold Mattson
1/327 A 5/65-3/67 - 4/02
8701 Thomas Ave. S.
Bloomington, MN 55431

Gregory McKernan
2/327 B 5/65-8/66 - 4/02
144 Swan Ln.
Levittown, NY 11756-4437

Carl E. MidkitT
HHC 12/66-12/67-4/02
672 Knox St. #34
Radcliff, KY 40160

"Spike" Miller
2/502 HQ 11/66-9/68- 1/02
616 Airpark Drive
Oceano, CA 93445

Richard L. Mills
2/17CAVA4/67-4/68-4/02
7 Roseville SQ
Lynn, MA 01902-4545

Kenneth R. Millspaugh
2/320 FA HHC 7/67-5/68 - 4/02
3720 W. 91st Ave.
Merrillville, IN 46410-6858

John E. Munnelly, COL USA (R)
5/27 FA BN CO 9/66-12/66 - 4/02
8556 Colony Lane
Kalamazoo, MI 49009

CW4(R) Charles E. Nordaby, Jr.
801 MAINT B 6/66-5/67 - 4/02
1919W. Medical, #401
Desert Life & Rehab & Care Cntr.
Tucson, AZ 85704

Frank C. Norris, III
2/327 B 9/66-9/67 - 4/02
6855 N.C. Hwy. 80 N.
Bakersville, NC 28705

James Pahris
unit & dates ? - 4/02
12653 Wilton Spring Ct
Herndon.VA 22070

1SG(R) Gene Paladin
1/501 C & A F C - 4 / 0 2
140 Airport Road
Clarksville, TN 37042-4821

William L. Palmer
326 ENGR 7/65-8/66 - 4/02
382 CR 272
Tuscola, TX 79562

Lynda Park
Family - 4/02
Route 1, Box 11
Newbern, TN 38058

L. C. Pennycuff
unit & dates ? - 4/02
3970 South York Highway
Jamestown, TN 38556

Donald F. Petersen
HHC 2/66-2/67 - 7/02
130 Grand Champion Rd.
Wilmington, NC 28412-2614

Richard I. Porter
2/327 HHQ 4/67-4/68 - 4/02
1260 Duffer Drive
Rapid City, SD 57702-7305

William Porter
2/327 B 11/66-11/67-4/02
3312Freese Ave.
Eureka, CA 95503

Edward R. Reddin
2/502 A 6/66-6/67 - 7/02
24 Willoughby St.
Somerville, MA 02143-1203

Robert C. Rieffer
1/327 C 7/67-9/67 -4/02
121 Summit St.
Norwich, CT 06360-6230

LTC(R) Dick Roberts
1/327 B 8/65-4/02
3926 Prestwick Lane, SE
Olympia, WA 98501

David H. Rogers $
101st G-2 68- 1/02
1108 Shetland Court
Raleigh, NC 27609

John C. Rooney
2/327 B 4/67-2/68 - 4/02
1165 Washington St.
Walpole, MA 02081-3311

Jesse H. Ruder Jr.
2/502 -4/02
912 E. Meadowmere Lane
Austin, TX 78758-5808

COL(R) Ben Schlapak, P.E.
326 ENGR A 6/67-2/68 - 4/02
1545 Molina St.
Honolulu, HI 96818

James F. Schoonover, Jr.
2/502 HHC,A,C 1/65-6/66 - 4/02
626 Gardiner Ct.
Steilacoom, WA 98388-3037

Fred Schwaner
SPT BN 6/66-6/67 - 4/02
3191 Sharp Rd.
Glenwood, MD 21738-9434

Gale A. Shire
3/506 A 6/67-7/68 - 7/02
P.O. Box 191
Kasilof,AK 99610-0191

Storme Silvercloud Silvis
21 \ CAV A 12/65-12/66 - 4/02
665 Sioux Dr.
Perris, CA 92570-1836

Alfred D. Smith
2/327 B 7/65-11/66-4/02
P.O. Box 1481
North Highlands, CA 95660-1481

Jerald D. Stansel
3/506 HQ LRRPS 67-68 - 7/02
1177 Skypoke Drive
Fairbanks, AK 99709-2537

Tim Swain $
HHC S-2 65 - 4/02
1 1 1 E. Morningside Dr.
Peoria, IL 61614-2131

Frederick J. Terhune
1/327 A & HHC 5/66-6/67 - 7/02
115 FairfieldAve.
Mineola, NY 11501-3337

Victor A. Thompson
2/502 A 2/67-8/67 - 4/02
2404 N.W. Osage Circle
Riverside, MO 64150

Richard L. Tibensky
801 MAINT 6/66-6/67 - 4/02
895 Firestone Ln.
Sanford, NC 27330-6382

26 The First Screaming Eagles in Viet Nam October 2001



Frank C. Trout
1/327 A 2/66-6/66 - 4/02
328 N. Wilmette Ave.
Westmont, IL 60559-1553

Jim Uphouse
1/327 B 6/67-6/68 - 4/02
408 E. Main
Manchester, MI 48158

Dale N. Wagner $
2/17 CAV A 5/66-6/67 - 4/02
PO Box 7720
Reno, NV 89510-7720

CSM(R) Dewey Walker
1/327 HQ 3/63-7/66 - 4/02
4375-22V Confederate Point Rd.
Jacksonville, FL 32210

MG(R) Jerry A. White
1/327 A 7/66-7/67 - 4/02
6825 Copper Oaks Road
Columbus, GA 31904

Frederick R. Williams
1/327 HHC 12/66-8/67 - 7/02
117 Queen Rd.
Millville, NJ 08332

Herbert D. Williams, III
2/327 A&B 7/67-6/68 - 7/02
124 Artillery Rd.
Winchester, VA 22602-6945

Perry "Woody" Woodruff
2/502 RECON 66-67 - 4/02
17283 Davenport Rd.
Winter Garden, FL 34787

Richard Young
2/320 FA HQ 2/64-2/66 - 4/02
49 King St.
Hatfield, MA 01038

$ = contribution above
subscription price

Subscriber Address
Corrections

June 11, 2001 through Sept. 7, 2001

Dave Brown
2/327 C 6/66-2/67 - 10/01
26298 Indigo Dr.
Park Rapids, MN 56470-5190

Lowell M. Fleenor
2/327 A 6/66-4/67 - 4/02
15551 Woodstone Cir.
Bristol, VA 24202

Gene Fye
2/502 C 1/64-2/66 - 7/01
3106ParrishRd.,AptC
Augusta, GA 30907-4766

Dan B. Hart
501 SIG B 7/66-8/68 - 7/02
7499 Arbor Ridge Dr.
Newburgh, IN 47630-8305

R. A. Hise

1/327 HHC 1/67-8/68-4/02

P.O. Box 327

Machias, NY 14101-0327

BG(R) John D. Howard

1/327 A 1/65-6/66-4/02

c/o LTC M. B. Myers

266 Finance Command Unit 29001

APO, AE 09007

Thomas G. Lareau

181st MID 7/65-7/66-4/01

555 Williams St.

Pittsfield, MA 01201-7442

"Spike" Miller

2/502 HQ 11/66-9/68- 1/02

616 Airpark Drive

Oceano, CA 93445

CSM(R) William C. Murtiff

2/327 CE1T 65-66-4/01

2621 Prescott Rd., SPC51

Modesto, CA 95350-0251

CW4(R) Charles E. Nordaby, Jr.

801 MAINT B 6/66-5/67 - 4/02

1919 W. Medical, #401

Desert Life & Rehab & Care Cntr.

Tucson, AZ 85704

William L. Palmer

326 ENGR 7/65-8/66 - 4/02

382 CR 272

Tuscola,TX 79562

COL(R) Roman Rondiak

2/327 B 6/66-6/67 - 4/02

2 Forest Gate Lane

Wilmington, DE 19810

Frank Sileo

2/502 HQ HQ 7/66-12/66 - 10/01

1925 Durfor St.

Philadelphia, PA 19145-3610

Victor A. Thompson

2/502 A 2/67-8/67 - 4/02

2404 N.W. Osage Circle

Riverside, MO 64150

Frederick R. Williams

1/327 HHC 12/66-8/67 - 7/02

117 Queen Rd.

Millville, NJ 08332

Herbert D. Williams, III

2/327 A 7/67-6/68 - 7/02

124 Artillery Rd.

Winchester, VA 22602-6945 If?

HEADQUARTERS
1ST BRIGADE 101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION

APO San Francisco 96347

GENERAL ORDERS 19 August 1967
NUMBER 1678
AWARD OF THE BRONZE STAR MEDAL FOR HEROISM

1. TC 320. The following AWARD is announced.
* MATHEWS, DONALD G. RA14283537 STAFF SERGEANT E6 USA
Co B, 2d Bn, 502d Inf, 1st Bde, 101st Abn Div, APO 96347

Awarded: Bronze Star Medal with "V" Device
Date action: 18 May 1967
Theater: Republic of Viet Nam

Reason: For heroism in connection with military operations

against a hostile force: Sergeant Mathews distinguished himself

by exceptionally valorous actions on 18 May 1967 in the

Republic of Viet Nam. While on a search and destroy mission,

Sergeant Mathews, the squad leader for the point squad, was

given the mission of moving his squad across an open rice paddy

to secure the tree line so the remainder of the platoon could move

across. Approximately half way across, the squad was taken

under a heavy volume of enemy automatic weapons fire. On the

initial burst of enemy fire, Sergeant Mathews and four of his men

were wounded. Sergeant Mathews received a serious wound in

the arm that rendered his arm useless. Quickly applying a tourni-

quet to his arm, he grabbed his weapon and began placing fire

into the enemy positions. He suddenly detected an enemy soldier

preparing to throw a grenade into his squad's positions. With

complete disregard for his own safety, Sergeant Mathews jumped

to his feet completely exposing himself to the heavy enemy fire

and killed the enemy soldier. Sergeant Mathews continued to

expose himself to the enemy fire while directing effective

machine gun and grenade fire into the enemy positions. As a

result of Sergeant Mathews' actions, two enemy were killed and

one automatic weapon was captured. Sergeant Mahtews' devotion

to duty and personal courage were in keeping with the highest tra-

ditions of the military service, and reflect great credit upon him-

self, his unit, and the United States Army.

Authority: By direction of the President under the provisions of
Executive Order 11046, 24 August 1962.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

OFFICIAL:
E.M. STRONG
MAJ, AGC
Adjutant General

/s/ DAVID A. KORPONAI
CPT, AGC
Assistant AG

* CORRECT SPELLING OF LAST NAME IS MATTHEWS
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MINE 8
c

:

Photos emailed by John Yeager, Jr., 2/502 C 66-67, 3312 West
Street, Weirton, WV 26062.
See Yeager email page 6 & 7

From page 108 Pacific Stars and Stripes, The First Forty Years
1945-1985

This is a movie scriptwriter's dream of a story —a young sol-
dier with only a firmly pressed foot between himself and a
package of explosive death. The reporter's skillful treatment of
the story casts the reader first in the role of the soldier and then
as his rescuers — and always as the minute-by-minute observ-
er of a tense drama.

MINE! CLEAR OUT!

OCT 15,1967

CHU LAI, Vietnam, (IO)
paratrooper. "Clear out!"

— "Mine!" screamed the young

Spec. 4 Theodore Carlow of Perris, Calif., had gingerly put a
foot down in the soft dirt as his outfit, the first platoon of C
Co., 2nd Bn., 502nd Inf., 101st Airborne Div., swept a coastal
area 360 miles northeast of Saigon. He heard a snap and felt

three metal prongs sink under his foot.

"I knew right away it was a mine," said Carlow. It was an
American-made "bouncing betty" of the pressure release type.
Carlow kept a tight and firm foot on it — because to raise his
boot meant to release the mine. It would jump waist high,
explode with a shattering roar and spray bone-cutting steel pel-
lets in all directions.

The first man to reach Carlow after he made his deadly find
was Spec. 4 James Sullins of Lawndale, Calif., attached to
Carlow's outfit from A Co., 326th Eng.

"I told him to stay still and everything would be all right,"
Sullins related. Carlow stayed calm and motionless as Sullins
dug around the boot, looking for a way to disarm the mine. He
was joined by S.Sgt. Harvey Reynolds of Orlando, Fla. The
others had retreated a safe distance away and were lying low.

"It's either a dud or a pressure release mine," Reynolds said.
"It won't explode until his foot comes off."

"I'm going to cut your boot up the middle," Sullins told
Carlow. If I stick you with my knife, grin and bear it. Don't
jump up."

"I understand," Carlow said. Reynolds held the boot down as
Sullins began to cut, as carefully and precisely as a surgeon.

He slashed away the laces, the tongue and the back. Now only
the sole was left. Reynolds next told Carlow to take his foot
off the sole as he and Sullins held the sole down.

"Get those two rocks over there," he ordered. "Place them on
the sole and make dammed sure you don't slip."

Carlow picked up the largest rock nearest him and laid it on the
boot sole. Then he placed the second rock. Sullins told
Reynolds and Carlow to take cover as he fused an explosive
charge over the mine.

There was a blast like a thunder clap. It left a ^m.
smoking hole four feet deep and five feet across. ^

28 The First Screaming Eagles in Viet Nam October 2001



LTC (Ret) tdgar Francis Burdijil

: ;

March 2,1937 December 27,2000

OBITUARIES

Larry F. Melton (1/327 B 6/67 - 7/68), 8901 Surrey Drive,
Pendleton, IN 46064-9335 larry.melton@heraldbulletin.com
sent some material about the funeral of COL (RET) Edgar
Francis "Bear" Burch III. The picture of Bear and the photo
of the horse drawn caisson at Arlington Cemetery should be
interesting to all 1st Brigade veterans. Some of the other B
Company veterans who attended were, Charles Castelli III;
Roger Green; David Bowie; Dave Fletcher; COL (Ret)
Gerald Morse; Jim Uphouse; George Sekerak; Richard
Gerhard; COL (Ret) Bob Duffner and George Klink.

BG (Ret) Julius F. Johnson (1/327 A 6/67 - 6/68) and his wife
Dianne organized and coordinated the ceremony at Arlington
National Cemetery.

The picture of COL Burch was composed by COL (Ret)
David "Dave" Fletcher (1/327 B 67 - 68). Printed below the
picture was the poem BURY ME WITH SOLDIERS.

Larry Melton is looking for men who served in B Company
1/327 and is compiling a list of the Company B men who
were Killed in Action. Contact him if you can help. fS

I

e
!s.„•:,;•
1*

1

§ COLONEL JOSEPH B.
ROGERS, USA, Ret., died in
Crofton, Maryland, on
December 31, 2000 and is
interred in St. Stephen's

f Cemetery in Crownsville,
Maryland.

COL Rogers served as
Commanding Officer of the 1st
Battalion, 327th Infantry in
Viet Nam in 1965 and 1966.
His assignment for deploy-
ment, to Viet Nam, was 1st
Brigade Executive Officer. He
assumed command of the battalion at Cam Ranh Bay. While
serving as commander of the 1/327 he was awarded a Silver
Star, Legion of Merit, Bronze Star for Valor and three Air
Medals. His next assignment was a G-3 Plans Officer at 2nd
Field Force in Viet Nam.

He was a 1946 graduate of the United States Military Academy
and served in Germany, Korea and Japan as well as unit assign-
ments and schools in the United States. He was assigned to the

rotated from Japan to Fort \l in 1955.

Sons, Joe, Jr., and Henry
are mentioned in the mate-
rial available to the editor.
His widow, Gabrielle
"Bab" Rogers lives at 1737
Tarrytown Avenue,
Crofton, MD 21114-2538.

(A photo featuring Joe
Rogers was used on the
back cover of the January
2001 issue of THE FIRST SCREAMING EAGLES IN VIET
NAM magazine) c*f

JOE LADANYI, JR. (2/502 A & C 7/65-6/66), died of cancer
on 12 August 2001 after a battle of several months with the dis-
ease. Wife, Gloria can be reached at 5036 Florence St.,
Oakwood, Georgia 30566, phone (770) 503-1077, e-mail:
1 adang @ bel 1 south .net.

Peter Griffin, who served with Ladanyi in Vietnam sent the
above information. Ladanyi was the subject of the poem "The
Ghosts of Hill 533" which Griffin wrote. (See pagse 30 & 31)

Mrs. Ladanyi sent the copy below of the obituary that was in
the paper.

JOE LADANYI, JR., 55, 5036 Florence Street, Oakwood,
passed away Sunday, Aug. 12, at his residence following an
extended illness.

Lt Col Joseph B. Rodgers
Executive Officer
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Funeral services were held Wednesday, 1 p.m. at the Memorial
Park Funeral Home Chapel with the Rev. Mike Mims and the
Rev. Doug Collins officiating. The family received friends at
the funeral home from 7 to 9 p.m. Tuesday, August 14, and also
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 15.

Mr. Ladanyi was born in Kentucky but had lived in Hall
County for a number of years. He was self-employed and was
of the Baptist faith. He served with the U.S. Army in the
Vietnam War. He was with the L-Z Friendly Vietnam and while
in Vietnam he was with the 101st Airborne.

Survivors include wife, Gloria Jones Ladanyi, Oakwood; sons
and daughters-in-law, Michael Paul and Kendra Ladanyi,

Cleamont, and Joel and Jeannie Ladanyi, Pendergrass; daugh-
ter, Kim Renee Ladanyi, Arcade; sisters, Barbara Sue
Stapleton and Roseann Ladanyi, both of Michigan; and grand-
children, Stacey Waite, Kalia Ladanyi, Christopher Waite,
Tyler Ladanyi, Michael Maynor, Shelby Ladanyi, Dylan
Ladanyi, Austin Ladanyi and Gracie Ladanyi.

He was preceded in death by his father and mother, Joseph
Paul Ladanyi and Beatrice Mae Ladanyi; and son, Joseph
William Ladanyi.

In lieu of flowers, please make contributions to the Vista Care
Hospice, 1640 Prince Ave., Athens, GA 30606.

THE GHOSTS OF HILL 553
AnKhe, South Viet Nam, fall, 1965,
U.S. soldiers fighting for their lives....

Highway 19 snakes through Meng Yeng Pass,
Here a French force breathed their last....

Here the Viet Cong must not be lured,
A strategic position, it must be secured....

Soon, the 1st Calvary Division, new to arrive,
Through this pass, their convoy must survive....

Hill 553 looms high above this pass,
Almost completely covered in elephant grass....

It's lofty crests must be occupied,
If taken by the enemy, many would die....

So our Infantry company, given the task,
Eager to accomplish, all that was asked....

A very steep climb, to reach its peak,
Here our guns, would have a long reach....

Along it's top we made our way,
Detecting anti-personnel mines to our dismay....

All along it's massive crest,
Three pronged monsters, hiding in their nests....

Through the elephant grass it was hard to see,
On hands and knees, bayonets probed the earth, warily..

Soon an explosion, screams of agony,
A torn and mangled Paratrooper, faced eternity...!

Medics scrambling to his aid,
Into a dust off he was laid....

Bleeding profusely, one leg gone,
Soon to the Almighty, he'd belong....

Another blast, another trooper fell,
Bouncing Betty's worsened this hell....

Exploding at shoulder height,
Decapitation, quickly, snuffed out life...!

One area contained a group of trees,
A Bamboo Viper brought a trooper to his knees....

Three steps was all he got,
It's venom killed, quick as a shot...!

All this activity attracted snipers,
Now the Viet Cong became our vipers....

They found perches in nearby hills,
Through high powered scopes, sought out their kills....

A fifty caliber machine gun, we put into action,
Enemy snipers, soon lost their attraction....
They'd fire once, our gun would respond,

Our patrols would go out, but like ghosts, the enemy was not found..

Snipers and mines remained a constant threat,
Unseen dangers, lurked wherever you crept....

Paths were cleared and marked with strung out paper,
A gentle wind, shifting the paper, created a clear and present danger..

Fatigue and worry were taking it's toll,
Even to defecate, you were afraid to go....

Each step could be your last,
Even mess call could turn to "Taps"...!

At dusk, one night we got the word,
An enemy assault would soon emerge....
The order given, "stay in your positions,

Sergeants don't check your men, under any conditions"....

As darkness fell the wind began to howl,
The elephant grass rustled and seemed to scowl....

As the night dragged on, nerves were frayed,
As the grass stooped and swayed....the troopers prayed

No moon, nor stars were out that night,
Nothing to cast the slightest light....
Eerie sounds seemed to fill the air,

The winds carrying them from ear to ear....

The wail of the banshees could be heard,
As nervous fingers to triggers stirred....
In front of me, not twenty feet away,

The outline of a person, slowly crept my way...!

Shouting the password, I held my fire,
Three times I challenged , my situation dire....

No response was given from the figure,
As my finger tightened around the trigger....
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Stopping his advance, crouching low in the grass,
Not wearing American equipment, I saw at a glance....

An enemy soldier he must be, that's why he won't answer me!
FIRE!, FIRE!, my mind told me, survival must be my priority...!

I saw his body roll down the hill,
Scared and nervous, knowing I may have killed....

Another soldier and I ran down to him,
The horror of my life, about to begin...!

An American sergeant lay at our feet,
As I stared in disbelief...!

MEDIC!, MEDIC!, we screamed in fear,
Oh God, dear God, please help us here...!

We bandaged him as help arrived,
Covered in blood I knew he'd die....

Forming a chain of men we got him up the hill,
A helicopter whisked him away as the night grew still....

Thanking God no one stepped on a mine,
Praying to God he would survive....

If only I could take his place,
Please Dear God, send your saving grace...!

Eventually the word got back to me,
The sergeant belonged to God and eternity....

I knew forever I had changed,
Not forgiving myself, I'd carry the blame....

I fought many battles after Hill 553,
Their horrors and death still remain with me....

I saw many soldiers die too young,
Never have figured, just what was won....

As I look back across the years,
I still have to wipe away the tears....

Flashbacks and nightmares fill my mind,
If only I could turn back time....

I'll never know why things are meant to be,
As a mere mortal I must accept my destiny....

But with God's help I'll seek peace and fight PTSD,
Please pray for me and THE GHOSTS OF HILL 553....

This poem is based on the true story of a good and dear
friend of mine, a dedicated soldier and a fine man,

Joe Ladanyi Jr.

Peter S. Griffin
Co. A, 2/502nd Infantry
101 st Airborne Division

Viet Nam, 1965-66 ft

I

I

+ RODERICK J. MARSHALL, 2/327 HQ 5/66-5/67 - 1/02,
2784 Mountain Terrace St., Memphis, TN 38127-8824 sent
the following General Order. Can anyone remember this day?
We lost our CSM this day.

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS TASK FORCE OREGON (PROVISIONAL)
APO San Francisco 96374

GENERAL ORDERS
NUMBER 184

5 August 1967

AWARD OF THE SOLDIERS MEDAL

1. TC 320. The following AWARD is announced.

MARSHALL, RODERICK J. RA 16 725 119, SPECIALIST
FIVE E5, United States Army, Company A, 2d Battalion
(Airborne), 327th Infantry, 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne
Division APO 96374
Awarded: Soldiers Medal
Date action: 23 April 1967
Theater: Republic of Vietnam
Reason: For heroism not involving actual conflict with an
armed enemy. Specialist Five Marshall distinguished himself
by exceptionally valorous actions on 23 April, 1967, near Nha
Trang, Republic of Vietnam. During daylight hours a UH-1D
helicopter with a full crew of four was completing normal
resupply procedures of ammunition in support of "A"
Company, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry. Upon com-
pletion of resupply, four American soldiers boarded the heli-
copter for return to the rear via the next resupply point. The
helicopter, still with a light cargo of small arms ammunition,
M79 ammunition, and hand grenades ascended and proceeded
forward. In an instant, the aircraft lost altitude and crashed.
Immediately upon impact the resupply ship was ablaze. The
fire caused the cargo of small arms ammunition and grenades
to begin exploding. Rushing quickly to the scene with com-
plete disregard for his own safety, Specialist Marshall and four
members of his platoon courageously extracted two fellow sol-
diers from the flaming wreck. Again disregarding the great
danger. Specialist Marshall and the other men returned to the
wreck and extracted two other seriously injured passengers. At
this point, the fuel system exploded and further attempts to
remove the remaining personnel were repelled by the intense
heat of the now flame engulfed aircraft. Specialist Marshall
and his fellow rescuers then removed the injured to an area of
safety and administered life saving aid. Specialist Marshall's
display of courage and concern for his comrades were instru-
mental in saving the lives of four American soldiers. Specialist
Marshall's heroic actions were in keeping with the highest tra-
ditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon
himself, his unit, and the United States Army.

Authority: By direction of the President under the provisions
of the Act of Congress, approved 2 July 1926.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

OFFICIAL:
/S/ MATTHEW W. IRVIN
LTC, AGC
Adjutant General

EDGAR R. POOLE
Colonel, GS

Chief of Staff
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SUBSCRIBE FOR A FRIEND AND
SEND ADDRESSES OF 1ST BRIGADE VETERANS

NAME.

CITY

(PLEASE PRINT)

_ADDRESS

STATE ZIP

PHONE (H).

FAX

PHONE(W) .EXT

E-MAIL

COMPANY

FROM

BATTALION BRIGADE DIVISION

TO
MONTH/YEAR

ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION $20.00

MONTH/YEAR

AMOUNT ENCLOSED - $

Make Checks Payable To: The First SCREAMING EAGLES In Viet Nam
MAIL TO: P.O. BOX 675, SWEETWATER, TN 37874-0675

(No Credit Cards Please) PHONE/FAX (423) 337-5983 E-MAIL: worrell@usit.net

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM
Please fill out, cut out and mail to:
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Some Airborne Organizations of interest to 1st Brigade veterans

STATIC LINE
Don Lassen
Box 87518
College Park, GA 30337-0518
Phone: 770-478-5301
FAX: 770-961-2838

101st Airborne Division Assoc.
P. O. Box 929
Fort Campbell, KY 42223-0929
Phone (270)439-0445

101st ABN DIV Vietnam Vets
1140 Bidgewood Lane
Gastonia, NC 28054
Phone ((704)866-7840

320th ABN F. A. Association
Joseph L. Montoya
62 W. Belaire Blvd.
Clarksville, TN 37042-4061
Phone: 931-552-0741

32

327th ABN INF Assoc (Vietnam)
David S. Cook
12 Lakeshore Dr.
Winthrop, ME 04364
Phone: 207-377-2186
E-Mail: cooksdmg@mint.net

187th ABN R.C.T. Assoc
"Rakkasans"
A.S. "Jazz" Jaznach
RR 1, Box 311-A
Cumberland, VA 23040-9801
Phone: 804-492-5827

THE AIRBORNE QUARTERLY
COL (R) William E. Weber
10301 McKinstry Mill Road
New Windsor, MD 21776-7903
Phone: 410-775-7733

The 8th biennial 1st brigade (S)
reunion will be in Fort Worth,

Texas.

Tentative dates are October 17 -
2002. Put it on your calender now.

Stay tuned for details
as they are available.

Deadline
Material to be published in the
January 2002 issue of The First

SCREAMING EAGLES In
Viet Nam is Due Dec. 1st, 2001.
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A heartfelt "Thank you!" to all who have contributed photos
and written material for this, past and future magazines. (E mail
pictures and drawings should be sent at no less than 200 and no
more than 300 resolution.) I can now scan material you send and
return it to you in a relatively short time.

The magazine now has 565 subscribers.

DMOR CEREMONY PAGE 1
Story and photos of the 327 Distinguished Member of the
Regiment ceremony that was not held at Fort Campbell on
September 11,2001.

WAKE UP AMERICA PAGE 2
A warning poem, written by Peter Griffin some years ago along
with a one verse REMEMBER SEPTEMBER! poem. Eagle art
was sent by Joe Bossi.

THE STONE PONIES PAGE 3
Book review of an excellent novel written by 1st Brigade veteran
Tom Willard. The book reflects many of the experiences Tom had
as a medic in the 1st Brigade in 1965.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR PAGES 4-14
A great collection of words and pictures sent by e mail, posted on the
web site and by the U. S. Postal Service. (E mail pictures and drawings
should be sent at no less than 200 and no more than 300 resolution.)
Letter from Jerry C. Scott concerning 1st Brigade (S) 2000 Reunion
and announcement of a Viet Nam tour led by Dick Schonberger.

THE SCREAMING EAGLE PAGES 15 - 18
From an issue loaned by Jim Joiner, published in Viet Nam by the
1st Brigade, on October 25, 1967.

ITEMS FOR SALE PAGES 19 - 20
Please match the illustration to the order blank, complete, cut and
mail with your check.

KIA AND NON-BATTLE DEATHS PAGE 21

CIB, BDE STAFF, INTERNET ARTICLE PAGE 22
Special Orders sent by Donald Matthews, photo of the Brigade
Staff at Fort Campbell before deployment in 1965 and Internet
article concerning dog tags found in Viet Nam.

THANKSGIVING 1966 PAGE 23
Thanksgiving story and photos along with photo of monument to
paratroopers at Fort Benning, Georgia.

327 WEB SITE PAGE 24
Material from the 327th web site along with material from the
101st Airborne Division Association magazine "The Screaming
Eagle" from 1966 and 1967. Airborne Day proclamation signed
by President Bush.

SUBSCRIBERS PAGES 25 - 27
Lists of new and renewing subscribers along with address correc-
tions and award of Bronze Star Medal to Donald Matthews.

MINE! PAGE 28
Photos from John Yeager, Jr., and story from the "Pacific Stars
Stripes."

OBITUARIES PAGES 29 - 30

POEM PAGES 30 - 31
"The Ghosts of Hill 553" written by Peter Griffin about Joe Ladanyi,
Jr., who is listed in OBITUARIES. Page 31 also has the text of a
citation for the Soldiers Medal earned by Marshall Roderick.

AIRBORNE ASSOCIATIONS PAGE 32
Lists of some Airborne Associations, information on the 8th
Biennial Reunion, dead line for material to be published in the
January 02 issue and forms to subscribe and change your address.

RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
If your mailing label shows this date.

UNIT & DATES -
JOHN DOE
STREET ADDRESS
CITY,, STATE IIP

Please check the label on the back cover of this magazine. If the date on
the right of the first line is 10/01 this is your last magazine until you renew
your subscription. Subscription renewal ($20.00 for one (1) year), now,
will assure that you do not miss an issue of this chronicle of the history of
the ALWAYS FIRST BRIGADE in Viet Nam. Expiration codes have been
changed for all subscribers. The date shown indicates the date of the final
magazine you will receive with your current subscription. Please complete
changes only. Your address label is on the other side of this form. For
overseas postage add $20.00 per year.

(PLEASE PRINT)

NAME. .ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE (H)

FAX

. PHONE (W). .EXT_

E-MAIL

COMPANY BATTALION BRIGADE .DIVISION 101STABN.DIV.

I SERVED IN THE 1ST BRIGADE (S) FROM

ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION $20.00

TO
MONTH/YEAR MONTH/YEAR

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: The First SCREAMING EAGLES
MAIL TO: P.O. BOX 675, SWEETWATER, TN 37874-0675

AMOUNT ENCLOSED - $ (No Credit Cards Please) PHONE/FAX (423) 337-5983 E-MAIL: worrell@usit.net



Paratroopers of the 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division quickly unload a helicopter of the 176th Aviation Co.
during Operation Wheeler. The Screaming Eagles are members of the 1st Bn. (Abn), 327th Inf. (USA Photo by
Sgt. Bob Chambers)

THE FIRST SCREAMING EAGLES IN VIET NAM
P.O. Box 675
Sweetwater, TN 37874-0675
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e-mail: worrell@usit.net
www.101stabndivlstbrigade.com
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